
 
English 494 Fall 2017 

Practice and Theory of Teaching 
Literature in the Secondary School 

 
 
Instructor:  Dr. Donna Niday             Dr. Brandon Sams   
Office:         431 Ross Hall                 421 Ross Hall        
Phone:          515-290-5672                  515-294-2180    
Email:           dniday@iastate.edu      blsams@iastate.edu       
Office Hours:TTH  11:00-12:30 TTH:  12:00-1:30 
                     Usually T 12:30-2:00 or by appointment 
                     or by appointment 
  
Textbooks and Materials (to purchase) 
Appleman, Deborah.  Critical Encounters in High School English: Teaching Literary Theory to 

Adolescents, 3rd ed. Teachers College Press, 2014.  ISBN:  0807748927   
 Blau, Sheridan.  The Literature Workshop: Teaching Texts and Their Readers.  Heinemann, 

2003.  0867095407 
 Miller, Donalyn.  The Book Whisperer: Awakening the Inner Reader in Every Child.  Jossey-Bass, 

2009.  0470372273 
 Serravello, Jennifer.  The Reading Strategies Book:  Your Everything Guide to Developing Skilled 

Readers.  Heinemann, 2015.  032507433X 
 
Other Textbooks and Materials  
Atwell, Nancie.  In the Middle:  A Lifetime of Learning About Writing, Reading, and 

Adolescents.  3rd edition.  Heinemann, 2015.  (You probably have a copy of this book 
from English 397.  We’ll discuss the reading portion of the book, including reading 
choices through individualized reading.)  Be sure to get the third edition. 

Wessling, Sarah Brown.  Supporting Students in a Time of Core Standards: English Language 
Arts, Grades 9-12.   National Council of Teachers of English, 2011.  ISBN:  978-0-8141-
4944-7  (We’ll provide a chapter online.) 

(Articles on assessment provided on Moodle.) 
 
ISU Catalog Course Description:  Current theories and practices in the teaching of 
literature to secondary school students.  Integrating literary study and writing.  Preparation and 
selection of materials.  Classroom presentation.  Unit planning. 
 
English 494 Goals:  In this course we talk, write, and think about the teaching of secondary 
English Language Arts with specific emphasis on the teaching of literature.  We examine, 
explore, and contemplate current issues in English Language Arts, the nature of middle school 
and high school students, and the interrelationship of theory and practice.  You will have 
numerous teaching opportunities to experiment and experience planning, implementation, and 
reflection.  We will work as a team in helping each other grow professionally. 
During this course, you will have opportunities to discover and express your own theoretical 
teaching beliefs, connect these beliefs to effective classroom practices, and create a teaching 
portfolio which reflects these beliefs and practices.  The basic goal of the course is to help you 

mailto:dniday@iastate.edu
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move from thinking like a student to thinking like a teacher, thereby encouraging your growth as 
a reflective practitioner. 

 
English 494 Learning Outcomes 
English 494 addresses the following six Standards Assessments: 
1.  Performance in presentations 
2.  Performance in representing course content:  writings 
3.  Performance in unit planning 
4.  Performance on unit commentary 
5.  Performance in crafting your portfolio as “reflective practice” 
These five Standards Assessments are linked to the following six ISU teaching standards that 
make up the objectives for English 494. 
 

Iowa State University Teaching Standards 
This course will focus on the Iowa State University standards listed below (#2, 4, 6, 7, 8, and 9).  
During student teaching, you will address all 10 + 1 standards (see Moodle for all 10 + 1 standards). 
 
Standard #2: Learning Differences. The teacher uses understanding of individual differences and diverse 
cultures and communities to ensure inclusive learning environments that enable each learner to meet high 
standards.  (SA: 3, 4) 
 
Standard #4: Content Knowledge. The teacher understands the central concepts, tools of inquiry, and 
structures of the discipline(s) he or she teaches and creates learning experiences that make the discipline 
accessible and meaningful for learners to assure mastery of the content.  (SA: 1, 2, 4)   
 
Standard #6: Assessment. The teacher understands and uses multiple methods of assessment to engage 
learners in their own growth, to monitor learner progress, and to guide the teacher’s and learner’s decision 
making.   (SA: 3,4) 
 
Standard #7: Planning for Instruction. The teacher plans instruction that supports every student in meeting 
rigorous learning goals by drawing upon knowledge of content areas, curriculum, cross-disciplinary skills, 
and pedagogy, as well as knowledge of learners and the community context.  (SA: 3, 4, 5) 
 
Standard #8: Instructional Strategies. The teacher understands and uses a variety of instructional strategies 
to encourage learners to develop deep understanding of content areas and their connections, and to build 
skills to apply knowledge in meaningful ways.  (SA:  1, 3, 5) 
 
Standard #9: Professional Learning and Ethical Practice. The teacher engages in ongoing professional 
learning and uses evidence to continually evaluate his/her practice, particularly the effects of his/her 
choices and actions on others (learners, families, other professionals, and the community), and adapts 
practice to meet the needs of each learner.  (SA: 5) 
 
Course Recommendations 

1. Attendance, active participation, and meeting deadlines.  Because each class 
period provides important strategies for you to prepare for student teaching, it is vital that 
you are an ACTIVE participant EVERY class period.  If you cannot be present, you are 
to leave a message IN ADVANCE of our class meeting.  In the same way, it is important 
for you to practice responsibility in meeting deadlines.  Secondary teachers have many 
deadlines:  parent-teacher conferences, special education reports, at-risk student reports, 
curriculum writing, grading, and many others.  Because attendance and meeting deadlines 
are an indication of your professionalism, any missed classes, tardiness, and late papers 
are reasons for a dramatic overall grade reduction. Missing more than three classes will 
lower your overall grade, and more than five absences will result in your needing to 
retake the course. 
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2. Student-teacher conferences.  You are to meet with Donna during Week 2 to 

discuss your student teaching application and preferred student teaching site. Later you 
are to meet with Brandon and Donn to discuss your unit ideas. We will be glad to meet 
with you as many times as you wish for your unit planning. 
 

Course Outline 
• Student teaching information and application 
• Applying principles for reading and interpretation (Blau book) 
• Applying literary theory (Appleman book) 
• Applying Common Core Standards (Wessling book) 
• Applying assessments (various readings) 
• Teaching individualized reading (Miller and Atwell books) 
• Preparing unit plans 
• Applying instructional strategies (Serravallo book) 
• Preparing for student teaching (parent-teacher conferences, etc.) 
• Presenting strategies and presenting unit plans 

 
Course Requirements  
Assignments are to be turned into Moodle.  The enrollment key is litmethods—so enroll now. 

 
1.  Literature workshop.  Literature Workshop: Lesson, Reading Narrative, and 

Reflection – using Blau, Appleman, and in-class literature workshops as a guide, you will 
lead the class in reading, analyzing, and discussing a poem (or a piece of short/flash fiction). 
The workshop style will become more clear soon, but involves the teacher leading the class 
through a deliberate sequence of silent reading, small group discussion, and whole class 
conversation. In addition to the workshop, you will be required to write a planning narrative 
and teaching reflection. More assignment details will be distributed in class. Completed in 
pairs (InTASC 3-8). 

 
2. Teaching philosophy.  You may compose your teaching philosophy either in paragraph 

or bullet form for your portfolio.  Include your theoretical beliefs, classroom management 
beliefs, and teaching strategy beliefs.  This is an important writing because you will likely be 
asked about your teaching philosophy on a job application blank or during an interview.  The 
paper needs to be entirely positive—tell what you believe in; do NOT tell what you don’t 
believe in.  This philosophy needs to specifically address your beliefs in teaching reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening.  (InTASC 9) 

 
3.  Reading strategies presentations. Using Seravallo as the source text, present at least 

one reading strategy to the class that will be used during your unit plan; provide a rationale 
for the use of the chosen strategy based on the target audience of your unit, the curricular 
content, and your unit goals (InTASC 6-8). 

 
4. Unit plan. (Part 1) You are to plan, design, and present a literature unit plan of three 

weeks.  This unit plan will constitute the major project for the semester.  The unit must 
include a wide range of literature genres (at least four), a rationale for the unit, unit 
objectives, calendar of 15-day activities, and 15 daily lesson plans (with Iowa Common Core 
standards, daily objectives, materials list, introductory activity, list of activities with times, 
closing activity, differentiation, assessment, and brief reflection of possible problems and 
solutions).  A substitute teacher should be able to teach from these plans.  You are to 
include a full representation of all the materials and procedures necessary to teach each 
lesson.  (This last step requires considerable time, so you must work on this steadily and not 
wait until it’s too late.) Various free and commercial websites offer materials, but except for 
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borrowing a lesson plan idea, please refrain from using these sources or you are defeating the 
purpose of the assignment to become a creative unit planner, to “become your own teacher.”  
You are also to provide a specific explanation of accommodations for students with special 
needs, including students for whom edited American English is either not their native 
language or, in the case of some American-born students, not their native dialect.  You will 
also give a specific accounting of how the components of the lesson plans enact the target 
district’s standards. (InTASC 7) 

Unit Proposal.  To prepare for this unit, you will create a unit proposal (using a guide on 
Moodle), describing your choice of texts, materials, and activities appropriate for the 
school and the students you target.  During a class sharing session, you will obtain 
feedback from your colleagues and share your ideas for their units. We’ll also respond to 
your plans.  Later in the semester, we’ll have another workshop for daily lesson plans.  

 
5. Unit commentary. (Part 2)  You are to compose a 10-20-page, fully researched academic 

commentary that establishes the theoretical and pedagogical context for your work.  Each 
aspect of your unit project should be aimed at teaching in a specific Iowa school district 
(such as your practicum placement).  Each item should account for specific features of the 
target district’s demographic profile, standards and benchmarks documents, curriculum, etc.  
This theoretical analysis of your unit is based on your reading for this course as well as your 
reading in other courses, and further research.  (This area of analysis and research is often 
one that English 494 students struggle with, so save time to concentrate on this area and ask 
many questions in class about theory and the value of theory.)  This section will include the 
following four Praxis Performance Assessment Test (PPAT) tasks:  (InTASC 3-8) 

 
a. Task 1:  Demographic Profile:  This will include an analysis of your practicum 

school with context and supporting statistics, materials and resources, student 
interest survey, and letter of introduction.  You will provide an explanation of the 
student population at which your unit is aimed and an accounting of 
accommodations for students with special needs. 

b. Task 2:  Assessment:  This will include both formative and summative assessments 
with a rubric for your final project.  You will determine two focus students (either 
from our sample writings or your practicum school).  Then you will modify the 
rubrics to create two new rubrics for the two focus students.   

c. Task 3:  Instructional Strategies:  You are to analyze your choices of instructional 
strategies in your unit as research-based strategies. Sources here can include 
teachers/researchers we study this semester, but should also include teachers whose 
work you encounter through primary and secondary contacts and sources outside 
English 494.  Feel free to cite and quote from teachers you’ve worked with on 
campus or in your practicum experience.  Be sure you also cite and quote from a 
comparable number of teachers who’ve published their work in books or 
publications such as English Journal.  You will also analyze the educational theories 
and literary theories supporting your instructional strategies.  Document your work 
using MLA (8th edition) or APA. 

d. Task 4:  Videotape and Analysis.  You may choose a portion of one day from your 
unit plan to teach to us as a class. On the day of your “teaching,” you are to give us a 
written lesson plan and then provide interactive activities connected to the topic area.  
We will videotape this presentation so you can analyze your own teaching.   

 
6. Portfolio. As a cumulative project for the course, you are to complete a portfolio using the 

artifacts generated in completing the Standards Assessments as evidence in a series of 
argumentative essays that make the case that you have met each of the six standards 
comprising the course objectives for English 494.  Some artifacts will be physical such as 
your unit plan in which you will present the artifact and then argue how the specific aspects 
of it constitute evidence that you have met a particular standard.  Others such as your unit 
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presentation may not have physical artifacts, but you can turn your reflection into an 
argumentative essay in which you present the specific features of your performance and then 
show how these specific features demonstrate that you have met the standard. (InTASC 3-9) 

 
Course Grade 

The goal of this course is to prepare you to be an effective student teacher.  Therefore, the goal 
is much higher than a letter grade.  Because the number one problem encountered in student teaching is 
lack of adequate preparation, it is vital that you attend class on time, that you meet all deadlines, and 
that you autograph your work with quality.  I will respond to all of your writing and presentations with 
verbal and/or written comments, but not with a letter grade.  A symbol of (+, √+,  √, √-, or -) will 
usually accompany comments.  Whenever you see a – (even a √-), it would be wise to redo the work.  
Exception: I will include a letter grade for your unit (see the rubric on Moodle). 
 Yes, there is an overall grade for the course, and if you are concerned, you may request a 
midterm grade.  Grading will also be one of your future tasks as a teacher, so we will discuss 
types of assessment and grading procedures.  However, for the purposes of this course, I want 
you to think higher than a grade; I want you to prepare yourself for your future career.  Since the 
highest form of evaluation is self-assessment, you will be asked, as part of your portfolio, to write 
a self-assessment of your professional growth, the grade you think you honestly deserve, and the 
reasons for it.  I will take your self-assessment, my holistic assessment (I will maintain an 
analytic/anecdotal gradebook), and your rubric scores on the unit and portfolio into consideration 
in determining your final grade for the course. 
 So, yes, you will earn a grade for this course, However, for this class I want you to read, 
write, work, and think beyond the simplistic nature of earning an “A,” “B,” or “C” grade.  Instead 
I want you to consider a higher goal:  preparing yourself for your career, seeing yourself being 
and becoming a professional educator.  Set your goals high—really, really high. 

 
Disability Accommodation: If you have a disability and require accommodations, please 
contact me early in the semester so that your learning needs may be appropriately met. You will 
need to provide documentation of your disability to the Disability Resources (DR) office, main 
floor of the Students Services Building, Room 1076, 515-294-7220. 

Diversity Affirmation: Iowa State University does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, age, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, sex, marital status, or disability. An 
effective learning environment values and supports diversity. 
 
ISU Educator Preparation Program Conceptual Framework: The ISU educator 
preparation program is founded on the land grant commitment of access and opportunity 
when serving the people of Iowa, the nation, and the world. Like the University, the ISU 
educator preparation program is fundamentally grounded in the science and technology 
of living and learning. The themes of leadership, equity, critical thinking, and innovation 
are intentionally woven throughout the fabric of this program in order to help today’s 
learners achieve to their full potential. Additional information about the framework can 
be found at: http://www.education.iastate.edu/educator-preparation-resources/conceptual-
framework/ 
  

http://www.education.iastate.edu/educator-preparation-resources/conceptual-framework/
http://www.education.iastate.edu/educator-preparation-resources/conceptual-framework/
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Upcoming Meetings  
 

 
(1) Conference with Donna about Student Teaching Placement and Essay Responses  (sign 

up on sheet) 
 

(2) Round-Up Information—Friday, Jan. 13:  choice of  
• 7:30-8:50 a.m. in Kildee 0125 
• 12:15-1:45 p.m. in NSRIC 1131 
• 5:15-6:45 p.m. in Lagomarcino Hall W0142 

 
(3) Practicum Meeting with Daryl Sackmann for English 480E—week of Jan. 17 

 
(4) Student Teaching Placement Meetings—(a) You will meet with me and share your 

desired locations for student teaching (middle school or high school, large or small 
school, location (usually north, east, south, or west of Ames), (b) Michelle Tremmel and I 
will meet with Daryl and provide our suggestions for your student teaching location, (c) 
You will meet with Daryl, so he can confirm your preferences and our suggestions, (d) 
Daryl keeps me appraised of how the placements are going and if he needs another 
recommended location. 

 
(5) Practicum Meeting with Supervisors.  Daryl Sackmann and the practicum supervisors 

will come to our class on Tuesday, Feb. 7, from 2:10-2:40.  You will learn your practicum 
placement at that time. 

 
(6) VIRT Training for Student Teachers—probably Friday, April 28 (possibly during our class) 

 
(7) Placement Meeting—Friday, April 28, usually 4:00-8:00 p.m.  You will receive 

information about student teaching and will learn your student teaching location at that 
time. 

 
Here’s to a great semester in preparing to student teach! 
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English 494 Schedule Fall 2017 
 
 
 
 
  

Day Date In-Class Activity Assignment 
Completed 

Tuesday 8/22/17 Introduction to the 
course 
 
Discuss student 
teaching 
 requirements 

— 

Thursday 8/24/17 Blau, Introduction and 
Ch. 1 
Lit. Workshop by 
Brandon and Donna 
 
InTASC 3, 4, 7, 8 

Have completed 
short  student 
teaching 
applications 
  

Tuesday 8/29/17 Peer response to 
student teaching 
application essays 
 
Blau, Ch. 2 
 
InTASC 4, 5 
  

 Due: Draft of ISU 
Student Teaching 
Application Essays 

Thursday 8/31/17 Blau, Ch. 3  
Lit. Workshop: Read-
Aloud/Think/Aloud by 
Brandon and Donna 
 
InTASC 6, 7, 8 

Due:  ISU Student 
Teaching 
Application Essays 
  

Tuesday 9/5/17 Blau, Chs. 4 & 9 
Lit. Workshop by 
Brandon and Donna 
 
Discuss teaching 
philosophy 
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Thursday 9/7/17 Blau, Ch. 10 
 
Wessling chapter 
 
Peer review of teaching 
philosophy 

 Extended Office 
Hours for 
Conferences 
 
Draft of Teaching 
Philosophy due 

Tuesday 9/12/17 Appleman, Critical 
Encounters (Jigsaw) 
 
Share unit plan ideas 

Extended Office 
Hours for 
Conferences  
 
Unit Proposal Due 
(InTASC 1, 3, 4, 6, 
8) 
 
Teaching 
Philosophy Due 

Thursday 9/14/17 Cinderella books  
(partner presentations 
on literary theory in 
Cinderella books) 
 
(InTASC 4, 5, 8) 
 
Discuss unit rationale 
Discuss student interest 
survey questions 

  

Tuesday 9/19/17 Daryl Sackmann and 
Maranda to speak 
about practicum 
experience—meet your 
university practicum 
supervisor 
Use laptop cart to 
locate demographics 
for your practicum 
placement 
 
Letter to self regarding 
assumptions about 
students 

Due:  Unit Rationale 
(InTASC 1, 3, 4, 6, 
8) 
 
 
Decide curricular 
organization for unit 
  

Thursday 9/21/17 Finish Cinderella 
presentations if needed 
 
Discuss backwards 
planning and curricular 
organization 

 Due: Cinderella 
Reflection (InTASC 
4, 5, 8) 
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Tuesday 9/26/17  Miller’s Book 
Whisperer, Part 1 
 
Discuss unit semester  
Course outline 
 
InTASC 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 

Due: Literary 
Theory Unit 
Analysis 
(InTASC 4, 5, 8) 
 
Literature Workshop 
#1  
(InTASC 3, 4, 5, 6, 
7, 8) 

Thursday 9/28/17 Book Whisperer, Part 2 
  
 InTASC 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 
 
 

 Literature 
Workshop #2 
(InTASC 3, 4, 5, 6, 
7, 8) 
 
 
Due: Semester 
Outline—where unit 
fits into the semester 

Tuesday 10/3/17  Book Whisperer, Part 3 
 
Discuss Common Core 
Standards and Unit  
Goals 
 
InTASC 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 
  
  

Literature Workshop 
#3 
(InTASC 3, 4, 5, 6, 
7, 8) 
 
 
 

Thursday 10/5/17  Book Whisperer, Part 4 
  
InTASC 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 
  

Due: Backwards 
planning, Common 
Core Standards, Unit 
Goals 
 
Literature Workshop 
#4 
(InTASC 3, 4, 5, 6, 
7, 8) 
 

Tuesday 10/10/17  Atwell Ch. 5, 7 
 
Discuss Preplanning 
Sheet and Unit 
Calendar 
  

Literature Workshop 
#5 
(InTASC 3, 4, 5, 6, 
7, 8) 
Due: Independent 
Reading List for 
Unit 



 10 

Thursday 10//12/17  ----NO CLASS due to 
ICTE conference---- 

Preplanning Sheet 
and Unit Calendar 
Due 
  

Tuesday 10/17/19  Discuss Assessment 
  

Literature Workshop 
#6 
(InTASC 3, 4, 5, 6, 
7, 8) 
 

Thursday 10/19/17 Workshop Unit Plans 
 
 

DUE:  Directions for 
Unit Final Project 
and Rubric 
 
DUE: Assessment 
Analysis  
 
 

Tuesday 10/24/17 Continue assessment 
discussion 

DUE:  Days 1-3 of 
unit 
  

Thursday 10/26/17  Discuss educational 
theory 
  
 

 

Tuesday 
 

10/31/17 Workshop II with Unit 
Plans 
 
(Whole Class 
Assessment Letter) 
 
 
 
 

DUE: Days 4-6 of 
Unit 
 
 

Thursday 11/2/17 Discuss strategies and 
Seravello assignment 
 
Discuss how lesson 
plans might change 
with educational theory 

DUE:  Educational 
theory 
  
InTASC 1, 2, 3, 5 
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Tuesday 11/7/17 Seravello Presentations 
 
InTASC 1, 6, 7, 8 

 DUE:  Days 7-9 of 
unit 

Thursday 11/9/17 Seravello Presentations 
 
InTASC 1, 6, 7, 8 

  

Tuesday 11/14/17 Guest speaker on 
Shakespearean 
activities 
 
 
InTASC 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 

DUE: Days 10-12 of 
unit 
 
 

Thursday 11/16/17 Discuss portfolio 
requirements 
 
Discuss: Analysis of 
strategies and 
assessment 
 
InTASC 9, 6, 8 

DUE: Days 13-15 
  

Tuesday 
Thursday 

11/21/17 
11/23/17 

THANKSGIVING 
BREAK 

  

Tuesday 11/28/17 
  
  
  

Discuss parent-teacher 
conferences using 
learning stations 
 
InTASC 10 

 

 
 
 

Thursday 11/30/17 Guest speaker on 
job interviewing 

DUE:  Instructional 
strategies analysis 
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Tuesday 12/5/17 Unit Presentations I DUE:  Lesson Plan 
Portion of Unit (Part 
1) 

Thursday 12/7/17 Unit Presentations 2 
  
  

DUE: Analysis Part 
of Unit due (Part II) 

Friday Final— 
12/15/17 
9:45-
11:45 

 DUE:  Course 
portfolio 
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