
RESEV680 - 1: Critical Issues in Qualitative Inquiry 
 

Fall 2017 

Wednesdays, 5:30 pm – 8:20 pm  

Lagomarcino 2622 

 

Instructor: Sarah Rodriguez   Office Hours: By Appointment  

Office: 2666B Lagomarcino   Course Website: Canvas 

Email: srod@iastate.edu   Chat/Video: rodriguezsarah727 (Google) or via Zoom 

 

TA: Kelly J Cunningham 

Office: Ross 305 

Email: kellyc@iastate.edu 

 

(This syllabus is a working document and is subject to change) 

 

COURSE OVERVIEW AND OBJECTIVES 

 

An intensive reading and discussion course focusing on contemporary methodological theory for 

qualitative inquiry; examines epistemological, ontological, axiological and theoretical assumptions and 

their consequences for qualitative inquiry in the human sciences; interrogates core concepts of 

qualitative inquiry such as fieldwork, data, validity and representation. 

 

The course will center upon: 

 Problematizing and question asking  

 Understanding and applying major qualitative research concepts in education  

 Understanding the role of theory in qualitative educational research and synthesizing theories, 

concepts and/or frameworks  

 Examining researcher positionality and relationship to problem/project and participant(s) 

 Collecting and analyzing data  

 Determining criteria for goodness and trustworthiness, ethics 

 Identifying, differentiating, and developing qualitative research and/or dissertation study topics 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS 

 

1. Creswell, J.W. (2013). Qualitative Inquiry & Research Design: Choosing Among Five Approaches. 

Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. ISBN 978-1-4129-9530-6. 

 

2. Patton (2014). Qualitative Research & Evaluation Methods: Integrating Theory and Practice. 4th ed. 

London: Sage. 

 

3. Saldaña, J. The Coding Manual for Qualitative Researchers. 3
rd

 ed. Thousand Oaks, CA:Sage. ISBN 

9781473902497  978-1473902497 

 

***Book comes with companion website – required access for class participation 

https://study.sagepub.com/saldanacoding3e 

 

mailto:srod@iastate.edu
https://study.sagepub.com/saldanacoding3e
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DIVERSITY 

 

A central tenet in engaging with and in research is to appreciate and respect differing opinions, voices, 

and perspectives. Inherent in this is that we must call our personal biases and prejudices into question. 

Furthermore, and most importantly, we need to thoughtfully and respectfully discuss issues of power 

and privilege such as race, class, ability, sexual orientation, gender, and religion.  

 

TECHNOLOGY 

 

This course requires that you are familiar with and comfortable using various forms of technology 

including Word, email, Canvas, google scholar (or other online databases), and other basic technology. 

 

GENERAL COURSE EXPECTATIONS 

 

Attendance: Students are expected to attend each session and be prepared to begin each session on 

time. If a lateness or absence is anticipated, please inform the instructor as early as possible. Consistent 

with Graduate College recommendations, students in graduate courses are expected to actively engage 

with the substance of the course; merely attending class or participating in a perfunctory manner will 

not fulfill the expectations. If you miss more than two classes, the professor reserves the right to 

lower your final grade one letter. 

 

Participation: As the statement on attendance indicates, students are expected to engage actively and 

thoughtfully in each class session. In order to fulfill the promise of a graduate course, plan to study the 

assigned readings prior to class, identify main themes or issues in the readings, and bring with you any 

questions or issues you would like to address. Informal assignments, class activities, and additional 

primary source readings will be used to increase your involvement in the class. These activities should 

improve both the quality of our class discussions and the value of the readings and activities for all 

participants.   

 

Format & Writing Resources: Unless otherwise specified, all written assignments should adhere to 

APA style and be free of spelling and grammatical errors. Unless otherwise noted, papers should have 

cover page, be double-spaced, have one-inch margins, and be in twelve-point Times New Roman font.  

 

Writing resources are available from the Center for Communication Excellence in the Graduate 

College: http://cce.grad-college.iastate.edu/ 

 Individual consultations 

 Peer review groups 

 Seminars and workshops 

 Innovative technologies 

 

Grading/Evaluation Criteria: The grading/evaluation policy for this course is consistent with Iowa 

State University policy. The final grade will be determined by each student’s performance on all 

assignments and class participation. All written assignments are due at 5:30pm (before the start of 

class) on the due date. Late assignments will not be accepted without prior approval. Students 

should inform the instructor as quickly as possible of any special circumstances that may inhibit their 

ability to complete assignments on time. Even with prior approval, the instructor reserves the right to 

lower the grade based on the degree of tardiness.  

 

http://cce.grad-college.iastate.edu/
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NO INCOMPLETES WILL BE GIVEN IN THIS CLASS except for major emergencies (e.g., 

hospitalization) and only after consultation with Dr. Rodriguez and with appropriate/verifiable written 

documentation. 

 

Grading Scale: 

 

A 100-93% 

A- 92-90% 

B+ 89-87% 

B 86-83% 

B- 82-80% 

C+ 79-77% 

C 76-73% 

C- 72-70% 

F 69% and lower 

        

Academic Integrity: Students are expected to submit original work that represents their personal 

thoughts/insights, while still synthesizing or building on existing knowledge. As a result, please make 

sure to follow APA guidelines related to citing and/or quoting texts, interviews, and other external 

sources. However, in the case of group work or group assignments, it is expected that group members 

will have overlap in their ideas and writing. For a detailed description of Academic Misconduct at 

Iowa State University please visit the following ISU webpage:   

http://catalog.iastate.edu/academic_conduct/#academicdishonestytext  

 

Accommodations: Any student that feels they need accommodations to fully participate in this course 

should meet with the instructor as early in the semester as possible to discuss these needs. The 

instructor is more than willing to work with anyone who needs accommodations. Note that some 

accommodations may require a SAAR form and support from Student Disability Resources. Iowa State 

University is committed to assuring that all educational activities are free from discrimination and 

harassment based on disability status. Students requesting accommodations are encouraged to meet 

with staff in Student Disability Resources (SDR) to establish eligibility as this can provide students 

with access to a number of resources, accommodations, opportunities and protections. A Student 

Academic Accommodation Request (SAAR) form will be provided to eligible students. Timely 

delivery of the SAAR form to an instructor as early as possible in the semester allows for provision of 

reasonable accommodations. SDR, a unit in the Dean of Students Office, is located in room 1076, 

Student Services Building or online at www.dso.iastate.edu/dr/. Contact SDR by e-mail at 

disabilityresources@iastate.edu or by phone at 515-294-7220 for additional information. 

 

ASSIGNMENTS 

 

Assignments 

One of the main goals of this class is that you develop an expanded understanding of qualitative 

research in education. You will be asked to complete reflection papers and research project that 

includes all of the relevant information discussed throughout this course and in our readings. At the 

end of the course, you will be asked to present your findings in a final class presentation and submit a 

write up. 

 

http://catalog.iastate.edu/academic_conduct/#academicdishonestytext
mailto:disabilityresources@iastate.edu
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To make this assignment more manageable, you will be expected to submit sections of the assignment 

at various points during the class. These intermediary assignments will be reviewed and formative 

feedback will be provided. It is your responsibility to make revisions to the sections of your research 

project based on this formative feedback prior to turning in your final project. The components of the 

research project are discussed below. Beyond the research project, students are expected to engage 

with course material and peers through active class participation and additional assignments.  

 

All assignments have a posted due date and it is the responsibility of students to keep track of those 

dates and submit required assignments in the appropriate locations in Canvas. I am always willing to 

meet and discuss questions/difficulties individuals are having with assignments as well as consider 

extensions on due dates in response to extenuating circumstances. However, students need to ask for 

assistance or extensions in advance of due dates.  

   

Class Participation (15 points) 

 

Learning is a process of co-constructing knowledge within a discourse community; as a result, 

a portion of your grade is tied to your participation in class discussions and activities. 

 

Qualitative Research Reflection Papers (15 points)  

 

Throughout the course, you will write three reflections to reflect critically on your development 

and thoughts about particular aspects of qualitative research. Each reflection paper should be 

approximately 2 pages.  

 Reflection Paper #1: Theory and Research Leanings. Discuss what paradigms and 

values undergird your approach to research and what current research interests you have.  

 

 Reflection Paper #2: Positionality. Discuss the identities most meaningful to your work 

as a qualitative researcher, what kinds of biases you tend to bring to your work, and in 

what ways you need to continue exploring your positionality. Also discuss what role 

you would like your participants’ voices to have in your research. Remember to focus 

not on your personal story but about the implications of your personal story for your 

research. 

 

 Reflection Paper #3: Tying It All Together. This is the time to reflect on what you have 

learned throughout this class. Think about what knowledge you came into the class with 

and what take-aways you will have for launching research projects in the future.   

 

Research Project (70 points – total)  

 

You will develop a proposal for a qualitative research project, carry it out and report on your 

findings. This assignment provides an opportunity to apply the skills learned in this course in a 

project and proposal that can be used for funding, a conference, or your dissertation.  

 

You should choose a specific audience for your project. The audience for your project might be 

a foundation looking to fund studies on the topic of your choice, a conference reviewer, or your 

dissertation committee. In the proposal portion, make the case for your study, citing relevant 

literature, theoretical constructs for the work you propose, a methodological plan of action, a 

discussion of positionality, and a discussion of trustworthiness concerns with the study. You 

will then carry out your study to the extent possible in class and report on the results. Suggested 
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outlines are below (this is to help you, not hold you back or box you in; please feel free to 

deviate in minor or major ways from the outline if your work necessitates a nontraditional 

approach). 

Students should be prepared to give a brief presentation on their research projects (with a focus 

on findings) at the end of the semester. Students will be asked to evaluate the presentations of 

classmates and provide feedback for improvement. Note that these presentations should be 

formal and professional.  

 

Research Project Deliverables: 

1. Introduction, Motivation & Theoretical Framework (10 points) [written as proposal] 

2. Methodology & Trustworthiness (10 points) [ written as proposal –future tense] 

3. Findings, Discussion & Implications (10 points) [written as report- past tense] 

4. Final Research Project Write-Up (25 points) [written as report, be sure to use feedback from 

#1-3 to revise before submission] 

5. Final Research Presentation (15 points)  
Note that submissions of #1-4 should include all previously submitted components, ideally in revised form. Essentially, #2 

is a full proposal while #3 & 4 are final reports with data/findings. Be sure to change verb tense from future to past in the 

methods section for #3 & 4 once you’ve completed your data collection. 

 

#1 Introduction, Motivation & Theoretical Framework [proposal] 

I. Introduction (~300 words) 

a. Problem statement and relevant context 

b. Purpose of study/paper (thesis) 

c. Research questions 

II. Motivation (~300 words) 

a. Motivation for this study from literature, supported by cited sources 

b. Organized Table of Relevant Literature (add as appendix, does not count 

towards word count) 

III. Theoretical Framework (~200 words) 

a. Identify theory/concept, associated author 

b. Major constructs 

c. How it will be applied in this study 

 

#2 Methodology & Trustworthiness [proposal]    
All of #1 + 

IV. Methodology & Trustworthiness (~900 words) 

a. Describe the methodology from which the study will draw and explain why 

this methodology is well suited to the topic you have chosen. 

b. Method 

i. Describe the sampling method you will employ and why it is an 

appropriate method. 

ii. Describe the data collection methods you propose to use. 

iii. Describe how you will analyze the data to effectively respond to the 

research questions. 

c. Trustworthiness 

i. Discuss how you would address issues of trustworthiness and quality 

of data and analysis, including your positionality and any ethical 

considerations. 
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#3 Findings, Discussion & Implications 
Include updated versions of #1 & #2 + 

V. Findings (~500 words) 

a. Describe and provide evidence for what findings emerged in your study. 

VI. Discussion & Implications (~300 words) 

a) Significance: Discuss why this study will be an important contribution to the 

field. 

b) Provide scholarly and practical implications. 

 

#4 Final Research Project Write-Up 

Length: 2,500 words (include word count on title page), excluding tables, figures, and references 

Suggested research project outline for final report: 

I. Introduction (~300 words) 

b. Problem statement and relevant context 

c. Purpose of study/paper (thesis) 

d. Research questions 

II. Motivation (~300 words) 

a. Motivation for this study supported by cited sources 

b. Organized Table of Relevant Literature (add as appendix, does not count 

towards word count) 

III. Theoretical Framework (~200 words) 

a. Identify theory/concept, associated author 

b. Major constructs 

c. How applied to this study 

IV. Methodology & Trustworthiness (~900 words) 

a. Describe the methodology from which this study draws and explain why this 

methodology is well suited to the topic you have chosen. 

b. Method 

i. Describe the sampling method you employed and why it is an 

appropriate method. 

ii. Describe the data collection methods you used. 

iii. Describe how you analyzed the data to effectively respond to the 

research questions and the sources you drew upon. 

c. Trustworthiness 

i. Discuss how you addressed issues of trustworthiness and quality of 

data and analysis, including your positionality and any ethical 

considerations. 

V. Findings (~500 words) 

a. Describe and provide evidence for what findings emerged in your study. 

VI. Discussion & Implications (~300 words) 

a. Significance: Discuss why this study will be an important contribution to the 

field. 

b. Provide scholarly and practical implications. 

 

#5 Final Research Project Presentation 

a. Length: 8 minutes 

b. Focus on findings 

c. Be mindful of how you present your findings, use visuals 

d. Be ready for question & answer   
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SCHEDULE 

Week Topics Assignments Due Readings Due 

1- Aug 23 Introductions; Syllabus;  

Review of Qualitative 

Research & Basics 

 

  

2- Aug 30 Philosophy, Theory, 

and Ethics 

Underpinning 

Qualitative Research 

 

IRB Presentation and 

Q&A 

 

 

IRB training due 

(submit certificate in 

Canvas) 

 

Bring questions for 

the IRB 

 Creswell, C2: Philosophical 

Assumptions and Interpretive 

Frameworks  

 Patton, C3: Variety of 

Qualitative Inquiry Frameworks: 

Paradigmatic, Philosophical, and 

Theoretical Orientations 

(Modules: 10 + ONE module 

of your choice of Module 11-

18) (read 2 total) 

 Syllabus 

 IRB training: 

http://www.compliance.iastat
e.edu/committees/irb/irb-
training  

 

 Canvas Readings 

 Optional: review & sign up for 

IRB Process training - 

http://www.compliance.iastate.e

du/committees/irb/irb-process-

training  

3- Sept 6 

Kelly 

Five Traditions of 

Qualitative Research 
Reflection # 1: 
Theory & Research 

Leanings 

 Creswell, C4: Five Qualitative 

Approaches to Inquiry  

 Canvas Readings  

o Start with “A Guide to 

Reading and Analysing 

Academic Articles” 

o  read 1 example article, 

skim rest 

4- Sept 13 

Kelly 

Conferences 

Five Traditions of 

Qualitative Research  

 

Meet w/Kelly for 

conferences this 

week 

 Creswell, C7: Data Collection  

 Patton, C5: Designing 

Qualitative Studies (Modules: 

29-30, 40)  

 Canvas Reading 

http://www.compliance.iastate.edu/committees/irb/irb-training
http://www.compliance.iastate.edu/committees/irb/irb-training
http://www.compliance.iastate.edu/committees/irb/irb-training
http://www.compliance.iastate.edu/committees/irb/irb-process-training
http://www.compliance.iastate.edu/committees/irb/irb-process-training
http://www.compliance.iastate.edu/committees/irb/irb-process-training
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5- Sept 20 

Kelly & 

Rachel 

Observation, Document 

Review, & Positionality  

 

  Patton, C6: Fieldwork 

Strategies and Observation 

Methods (Modules: 43-44, 48-

50) 

 Canvas Readings 

 

6- Sept 27 Interview & Focus 

Group 

 

Project Part 1: Draft 

of Introduction, 

Literature Review, & 

Theoretical 

Framework 

 Patton, C6: Qualitative 

Interviewing (Modules: 59-63)  

 Canvas Readings 

7- Oct 4 Data Analysis  Reflection #2: 

Positionality  

 

 Creswell, C8: Data Analysis 

and Representation  

 Saldaña, C1 & C2: An 

Introduction to Codes and 

Coding, Writing Analytic 

Memos about Narrative and 

Visual Data 

8- Oct 11 Data Analysis 

 

  Saldaña, C3: First Cycle 

Coding Methods 

 

9- Oct 18 Trustworthiness & 

Validation 

 

Project Part 2: Draft 

of Methodology & 

Trustworthiness 

 

 Creswell, C10: Standards of 

Validation and Evaluation  

 Saldaña, C4-C6: After First 

Cycle Coding, Second Cycle 

Coding Methods, After Second 

Cycle Coding 

10- Oct 25 

SRod 

conferences 

[Data Collection & 

Research Planning 

Week] 

 

no class- Meet w/Dr. 

Rodriguez 

Conference w/Dr. 

Rodriguez during 

class time 

 

11- Nov 1 Communicating 

Qualitative Research 

 

  Creswell, C9: Writing a 

Qualitative Study 

 Patton, C8: Analysis, 

Interpretation, and Reporting 

(Module 73) 

 Canvas Readings 
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12- Nov 8 

Kelly 

No Srod 

Peer debriefing 

analysis/findings  

Reflection #3: Tying 

It All Together 

 

Have outline of or 

start on 

findings/discussion 

 Canvas Readings 

13- Nov 15 Disseminating Your 

Research 

 

Invited Speakers Panel: 

Presenting Your 

Research, 

communicating with 

different audiences 

 

Peer Review- 

findings/discussion 

Project Part 3: Draft 

of Findings, 

Discussion & 

Implications 

 

 Canvas Readings 

Nov 23 Thanksgiving Break – 

No class 

  

14- Nov 29 Final Presentations Project Part 5: Final 

Presentation (in 

class) 

 

15- Dec 6 No class meeting Project Part 4: Final 

Report 
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RECCOMMENDED TEXTS 

 

Writing 

 

American Psychological Association (2010). Publication Manual of the American Psychological 

Association. 6
th

 Ed. American Psychological Association. ISBN 1433805626 

Wolcott, H.F. (2009).  Writing up qualitative research (3
rd

 ed). Thousand Oaks, CA:  Sage 

Publications.  

 

General Qualitative Research 

 

Seidman (2012). Interviewing as Qualitative Research: A Guide for Researchers in Education and 

the Social Sciences, 4th ed. New York: Teachers College. 

Wolcott, H.F. (1994).  Transforming qualitative data:  Description, analysis, and interpretation.  

Thousand Oaks, CA:  Sage Publications. 

Yin (2015). Qualitative Research from Start to Finish. 2nd Ed. New York: Gilford. 

 

Data Analysis 

 

Miles, M.B. & Huberman, A.M., Saldaña, J.  (2013). Qualitative data analysis:  A methods 

sourcebook (3
rd

 ed.).  Thousand Oaks, CA:  Sage Publications. 

Ryan, G. W. & Bernard, H. R.  Techniques to identify themes in qualitative data. (2003).   Field 

Methods, Vol. 15, No. 185–109.  doi: 10.1177/1525822X02239569 

 

Research As Resistance 

 

Brown, L. & Strega, S. (Eds. (2005). Research as resistance: critical, indigenous, & anti-oppressive 

approaches. Toronto: Canadian Scholars. 

Jones, S. R., Torres, V., & Arminio, J. (2014). Negotiating the complexities of qualitative research 

in higher education: fundamental elements and issues (2
nd

 ed). New York: Routledge. 

Pasque, P. A., Carducci, R., Kuntz, A. M., & Gildersleeve, R. E. (2012). Qualitative inquiry for 

equity in higher education: methodological innovations, implications, and interventions. 

Hoboken, NJ: Wiley. 

 

Case Study 

 

Dordick, G.  (2002).  Recovering from homelessness: Determining the “quality of sobriety” in a 

transitional housing program.  Qualitative Sociology 25(1), 7-32. 

Stake, R.E.  (1995).  Chapter 5: Analysis and interpretation.  In Stake, R.E., The Art of Case Study 

Research (pp. 71-90).  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 

Yin, R.K. (2009).  Chapter 5: Analyzing case study evidence: How to start your analysis, your 

analytic choices, and how they work.  In Yin, R.K., Case Study Research: Design and 

Methods (pp. 127-163).  Thousand Oaks: CA: Sage. 

 

Ethnography and Autoethnography 

 

Ellis, C. (1999).  Heartful autoethnography.  Qualitative Health Research, 9 (5).  669-683.  doi:  

10.1177/10493299129122153. 

Halley, J. (2003).  To speak of my mother.  Qualitative inquiry, 9(1), 49-56. 
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Newman, K.S. (2001).  Hard times on 125
th
 street:  Harlem’s poor confront welfare reform.  

American Anthropologist, 103(3), 762-778. 

 

Grounded Theory 

 

Charmaz, K.  (2002).  Qualitative interviewing and grounded theory analysis.  In J.F. Gubrium & 

J.A. Holstein (eds)., Handbook of interview research:  Context and method (pp. 675-693).  

Thousand Oaks, CA:  Sage Publications. 

Charmaz, K.  (2008).  Constructing grounded theory:  A practical guide through qualitative 

analysis.  Thousand Oaks, CA:  Sage Publications. 

Straus, A. & Corbin, J.  (1998).  Basics of qualitative research:  Techniques and procedures for 

developing grounded theory (2
nd

 ed.).  Thousand Oaks, CA:  Sage Publications. 

Walker, D. & Myrick, F.  (2006).  Grounded theory:  An exploration of process and procedure. 

Qualitative Health Research, 16(4), 547-559. doi: 10.1177/1049732305285972. 

 

Phenomenology 

 

Moustakas, C. (1994).  Phenomenological research methods.  Thousand Oaks, CA:  Sage 

Publications. 

Van Manen, M.  (1990).  Researching lived experience:  Human science for an action sensitive 

pedagogy.  London, Ontario, Canada:  State University of New York. 

 

Narrative Research 

 

Riesmann, C. K.  (2008).  Narrative methods for the human sciences. Thousand Oaks, CA:  Sage 

Publications. 

Mischler, E. G., (1995).  Models of narrative analysis:  A typology.  Journal of Narrative and Life 

History, 5(2), 87-123. 

Reynolds, J. & Taylor, S.  (2004). Narrating singleness:  Life stories and deficit identities.  

Narrative Inquiry 15(2), 197-215. 

Rigor 

Armour, M.P., Rivaux, S. & Bell, H.  (2009).  Using context to build rigor:  Application to three 

hermeneutic phenomenological studies.  Qualitative Social Work 8(9), 101-122. 

Miles, M.B. & Huberman, A.M. (1994).  Chapter 10:  Making good sense – drawing and verifying 

conclusions.  In Qualitative data analysis:  An expanded sourcebook (2
nd

 ed.) (pp. 245-287).  

Thousand Oaks, CA:  Sage Publications.  

Patton, M. Q. (2002).  Two decades of developments in qualitative inquiry.  Qualitative Social 

Work, 1(3), 261-283. 

Rogers, B. & Cowles, K. V. (1993).  The qualitative research audit trail:  A complex collection of 

documentation.  Research in Nursing & Health, 16, 219-226. 

Saini, M. (2011).  Handout:  Qualitative Research Checklist.  Unpublished. 

 


