
HPC 582: History of Education in the United States 
Graduate Seminar 

Our GoogleDoc: http://bit.ly/2wm4N75 
 
 
Instructor: Dr. Michael Bowman    Day: Wednesday  
Email:  mwbowman@iastate.edu  Time: 5:10-8:00 
Office: Lago 1720  Room: Lago E0165 

Course overview 

This course operates under the premise that historians can create a “usable past” to help scholars, 
teachers, students, policymakers, and the broader public see contemporary educational issues and 
debates as rooted in the decisions and the debates of the past. While this may seem like an overly 
pragmatic view of history, a “usable past” does not mean a simplistic past or one that we study just 
to prevent us from repeating its mistakes. Rather, a “usable past” should illuminate the complexities 
of social forces; the array of institutional and organizational actors and their reform agendas; as well 
as the intended and unintended consequences of actions and policies.  
 
Many historians of education– myself included– are interested in a “usable past” that can help us 
understand a supreme paradox of American education: 
 
On the one hand, over the past two centuries, a lofty rhetoric has venerated the American school as 
a site of individual and social transformation. As historian David Labaree shows, schools have been 
touted as a site to ameliorate race and class inequality, counter gender biases, attack public health 
problems, promote physically and morally healthy living, and prepare the next generation for both 
democratic participation and economic competition. And, in many respects, American schools have 
taken these big social issues on– through desegregation plans, more representative curriculum, 
school health clinics and free lunch programs, course offerings in both social studies and vocational 
education.   1

 
And yet, American schooling has been remarkably unsuccessful in fostering and sustaining more just 
social relations. In each generation, profound social, educational, health, and economic inequalities 
persist despite the efforts– and sometimes because of the efforts of– educational reformers. Given the 
rise of overt white supremacists and the so-called ‘alt-right’ over the past year, we are again bearing 
witness to the failure of education to ameliorate racial, ethnic, religious, and economic divides. 

1 David Labaree, “The Winning Ways of a Losing Strategy: Educationalizing Social Problems in the United States,” 
Educational Theory 58 (2008): 447. 
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The scholarship in the history of education that we will read and discuss in this course will allow us 
to freeze particular periods of time and ask: 

● Who were the ‘educational reformers’? What were their visions for schooling? Did they 
advocate the same kind of schooling for all? or did they propose differentiating schooling 
based on the social identities of children and families (e.g. gender, race, religion, citizenship, 
language)? 

● How have reformers positioned schools within broad social, political, and economic 
agendas? How have these agendas been shaped by prevailing and contesting ideologies of 
race, class, gender, and citizenship?  

● What role did education play in American state formation, colonial projects, and the 
ordering and reconstruction of social hierarchies? 

● How did reformers influence state and federal educational policies? local curriculum 
development? teacher preparation? How did reform agendas manifest in the lived 
experiences of students, teachers, and families? 

● What has happened when visions of reform– and the educational reformers themselves– 
clash? How does the political, economic, and racial power of reform groups figure into the 
outcomes of these clashes? 

 
After freezing and examining historical time, we can turn our attention to contemporary educational 
landscapes and ask questions such as: 

● To what extent does this history hold any lessons for us in the present? 
● What, if any, educational reforms of the past are still viable?  
● What moments in the past provide hope for the present and future? 

Course Materials 

The following books are required and can be purchased at the ISU Bookstore: 
● Kim Tolley, The Science Education of American Girls: A Historical Perspective (New York: 

Routledge, 2002) 
● James Anderson, The Education of Blacks in the South, 1860-1935 (Chapel Hill: University of 

North Carolina Press, 1988) 
● Clif Stratton, Education for Empire: American Schools, Race, and the Paths of Good Citizenship 

(Oakland: University of California Press, 2016) 
●  Zoe Burkholder, Color in the Classroom: How American Schools Taught Race, 1900-1954 (Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 2014) 
● Adam Laats, The Other School Reformers: Conservative Activism in American Education (Cambridge: 

Harvard University Press, 2015) 
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You will need to purchase one of the following books via the bookstore of your choosing: 
● Ansley Erickson, Making the Unequal Metropolis: School Desegregation and Its Limits (Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press, 2017) 
● Crystal Sanders, A Chance for Change: Head Start and Mississippi’s Black Freedom Struggle (Chapel 

Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2016) 
●   Julie Davis, Survival Schools: The American Indian Movement and Community Education in the Twin 

Cities (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2013) 
● Mario Garcia, Blowout!: Sal Castro and the Chicano Struggle for Educational Justice (Chapel Hill: 

University of North Carolina Press, 2011) 
 
Articles for the course will be distributed as hard copies unless requested in digital form. 

Schedule of reading 

Week 1: August 23 
No readings 
Introduction to each other and course 
Mucking around with state constitutional provisions for education 
 
Week 2: August 30 
Tyack (1976), “Ways of seeing: An essay on the history of compulsory schooling” 
Ladson-Billings (2006), “From the achievement gap to the education debt: Understanding 
achievement in U.S. schools” 
 

● Create a GoogleDoc for the course. Instructions can be found here. 
● As a response to the Tyack and Ladson-Billings readings, write a paragraph or two (or more) 

on your GoogleDoc examining your own interpretive lens. The questions below might help: 
○ To what extent do you have a “way of seeing” education and/or schooling?  
○ Do any of Tyack’s “ways of seeing” (political construction, ethnocultural politics, 

human capital, Marxian) appeal to you?  
○ Does Ladson-Billings’ critical race theory? 
○ Are there particular theories/theorists or research methodologies that you gravitate 

towards? Why? 
○ To what extent do your personal/professional experiences influence the way you see 

education and society? 
● Email me (mwbowman@iastate.edu) with a link to your GoogleDoc. 

 
 
Week 3: September 6 
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Tolley (2003), The Science Education of American Girls, pp. 1-94 
 
Week 4: September 13 
Tolley (2003), The Science Education of American Girls, pp. 95-224 
 
Week 5: September 20 
Anderson (1988), The Education of Blacks in the South 1860-1935, pp. 1-147 
 
Week 6: September 27 
Anderson (1988), The Education of Blacks in the South 1860-1935, pp. 148-286 
 
Week 7: October 4 
Beadie TBD 
 
Week 8: October 11 
Stratton (2016), Education for Empire, pp. 1-117 
 
Week 9: October 18 
Stratton (2016), Education for Empire, pp. 118-218 
 
Week 10: October 25 
Burkholder (2011), Color in the Classroom, pp. 3-95 
 
Week 11: November 1 (no class session– History of Education Society Meeting in Little 
Rock, AR) 
Burkholder (2011), Color in the Classroom, pp. 96-184 
 
Week 12: November 8 
Laats (2015), The Other School Reformers, pp. 1-122 
 
Week 13: November 15 
Laats (2015), The Other School Reformers, pp. 123-246 
 
Thanksgiving break. Enjoy! 
 
Week 14: November 29 (no class session– choose one book) 
Erickson (2016), Making the Unequal Metropolis: School Desegregation and Its Limits 
Sanders (2016), A Chance for Change: Head Start and Mississippi’s Black Freedom Struggle 
Davis (2013), Survival Schools: The American Indian Movement and Community Education in the Twin Cities 

3 



Garcia (2011), Blowout!: Sal Castro and the Chicano Struggle for Educational Justice 
 
Week 15: December 6 (jigsaw presentations) 
Erickson (2016), Making the Unequal Metropolis: School Desegregation and Its Limits 
Sanders (2016), A Chance for Change: Head Start and Mississippi’s Black Freedom Struggle 
Davis (2013), Survival Schools: The American Indian Movement and Community Education in the Twin Cities 
Garcia (2011), Blowout!: Sal Castro and the Chicano Struggle for Educational Justice 

Assignments 

Your primary responsibility in this course is to come to each class session having read the material 
and prepared for conversation. There are three other assignments for the course– all of which (I 
hope) will help you further your academic skills and assist you in your Master’s and doctoral work. 
 

1. Seminar leadership 
Each of you will plan and lead an hour-long discussion of one of the course books (1 book = two 
weeks of class). This discussion can take many forms. For example, you might select a number of 
passages from the book as the starting point for discussion about the author’s argument. Or you 
might have us take different sides of a debate presented in the reading. Or you might bring in a 
related, but contemporary, news item and ask us to consider how the author might respond 
historically. Or you might find some related primary sources for us to muck around with so that we 
can deepen and expand our understandings. 
 
Feel free to consult with me (mwbowman@iastate.edu) if needed/desired. 
 

2.  Annotated bibliographies  
The annotated bibliography is such an important skill to have in graduate school and beyond. It 
helps you identify the book’s place in the existing literature; condense the author’s primary 
arguments; put the book/author in conversation with others in the field of education; and make 
connections to your own interests. 
 
We will discuss the architecture of an annotated bibliography in week 2. 
 

3.  Review essay 
Another wonderful skill– ask a big, historical question and then have 2-4 of the course 
books/authors address that question. 
 
We will discuss the architecture of a review essay in week 9. You will have access to stellar examples 
from across the field. 
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8-10 pages, 1.5 spacing, Garamond or Times New Roman 12 pt font 
 
 

Grading 

There are 100 points in this course. 
 
Participation/prepared attendance:                40 points 
 
Seminar leadership:                                        10 points 
 
Annotated bibliographies:                              30 points 
 
Review essay 20 points 
 
 

Course and University Policies 

Academic Dishonesty 
The class will follow Iowa State University’s policy on academic dishonesty. Anyone suspected of academic 
dishonesty will be reported to the Dean of Students Office. 
http://www.dso.iastate.edu/ja/academic/misconduct.html 
  
  
Disability Accommodation 
Iowa State University complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act and Sect 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act. If you have a disability and anticipate needing accommodations in this course, please contact me to set 
up a meeting within the first two weeks of the semester or as soon as you become aware of your need. Before 
meeting with me, you will need to obtain a SAAR form with recommendations for accommodations from the 
Disability Resources Office, located in Room 1076 on the main floor of the Student Services Building. Their 
telephone number is 515-294-7220 or email disabilityresources@iastate.edu. Retroactive requests for 
accommodations will not be honored. 
  
  
Religious Accommodation 
If an academic or work requirement conflicts with your religious practices and/or observances, you may 
request reasonable accommodations. Your request must be in writing, and I will review the request. You or I 
may also seek assistance from the Dean of Students Office or the Office of Equal Opportunity and 
Compliance. 
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Harassment and Discrimination 
Iowa State University strives to maintain our campus as a place of work and study for faculty, staff, and 
students that is free of all forms of prohibited discrimination and harassment based upon race, ethnicity, sex 
(including sexual assault), pregnancy, color, religion, national origin, physical or mental disability, age, marital 
status, sexual orientation, gender identity, genetic information, or status as a U.S. veteran. Any student who 
has concerns about such behavior should contact his/her instructor,  Student Assistance at 515-294-1020 or 
email dso-sas@iastate.edu, or the Office of Equal Opportunity and Compliance at 515-294-7612. 
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