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WELCOME TO HDFS GRADUATE STUDIES, RESEARCH AND ETHICS IN HD FS: 
I want to personally welcome each of you to Graduate Studies, Research, and Ethics in HD FS. I 
am the Director of Graduate Education and a Professor of Human Development and Family 
Studies at Iowa State University. My research interests focus on the successful academic, 
physical and psychosocial adjustment of adolescents, especially those from economically 
disadvantaged minority families. My research program intersects human development and 
family studies research with public policies that may promote or constrain individual and family 
well-being.   
 
I am excited to share my knowledge and experiences, as well as learn from your knowledge and 
experiences as you start your journey in your advanced academic studies. Focused discussions 
seeking to answer questions about graduate study in Human Development and Family Studies 
will be the prevailing meeting format of this seminar. This format will be maximally profitable 
only if you and I are prepared for and participate in each course session. I am delighted to be 
leading this course and am looking forward to a thoroughly enjoyable semester. Dr. Lohman 
 
 
When there is a good fit between skill and challenge, chances are that you are not only enjoying 

the moment, but you are stretching your capabilities, learning, and growing!  
(Csikszentmihalyi, 1982) 

mailto:blohman@iastate.edu
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
At the end of this course graduate students will be able to: 
1. Locate and use sources of information for graduate program procedures, forms,  

and deadlines; 
2. Meet the HD FS Graduate Faculty and identify research and teaching interests of  

each faculty; 
3. Describe the roles and responsibilities of the major professor, faculty, and  

graduate student; 
4. Discuss ethical issues in graduate education and research;  
5. Gain a basic understanding of APA formatting; 
6. Understand how to develop elements of the Student Professional Development  

Portfolio; and 
7. Develop a basic understanding of how to begin a thesis or dissertation proposal. 
 
 
TEXTS AND SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION: 
Required  
 HD FS Graduate Student Handbook (Supplied on first day of class, also online)  
 APA (2009), Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (6th Ed.). 

Washington, DC: APA.  
 APA (2009), Mastering APA Style: Student’s Workbook and Training Guide (6th Ed.). 

Washington, DC: APA.  
 Cone, J.D. & Foster, S.L. (2006). Dissertations and theses from start to finish (2nd Ed.).  

Washington, DC:  APA. 
 Skloot, R. (2010). The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks. New York, NY: Random House, Inc. 
 
Supplemental Information  
 Funding for Graduate Study and Graduate Research  
 Iowa State University “Catalog” 
 Graduate College Handbook  
 Graduate College Homepage   
 Graduate College Thesis/Dissertation Website 
 ISU Directory  
 Library  
 Registration Information  
 Schedule of Classes  

 

http://www.vpresearch.iastate.edu/
http://catalog.iastate.edu/
http://http/www.grad-college.iastate.edu/publications/gchandbook/homepage.html
http://www.grad-college.iastate.edu/hompage.html
http://www.grad-college.iastate.edu/thesis/homepage.html
http://info.iastate.edu/
http://www.lib.iastate.edu/info/6000
http://www.registrar.iastate.edu/registration/
http://classes.iastate.edu/
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IN GENERAL:  
Written work or assignments will be due each week. This course will primarily consist of 
focused discussion seeking to answer questions about graduate study, research, and ethics in 
HD FS. 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY & MISCONDUCT:  
The academic development of students and the overall integrity of the institution are primary 
responsibilities of ISU. Academic dishonesty is condemned at all levels of life, indicating an 
inability to meet and face issues and creating an atmosphere of mistrust, disrespect, and 
insecurity. In addition, it is essential in an academic community that grades accurately reflect 
the attainment of the individual student. Faculty, students, and administrators have shared 
responsibilities in maintaining the academic integrity essential for the University to accomplish 
its mission. Students are expected to conform to the University’s standards of academic 
integrity.  
 
Cheating or plagiarism will not be tolerated. Academic dishonesty in this online class includes 
but is not limited to, helping another student or receiving help yourself on an assignment or 
examination; copying another student’s work; providing another student with your own work; 
and directly or indirectly citing a research paper without appropriately referencing it (i.e., 
plagiarism). Iowa State University’s academic misconduct guidelines will be upheld during this 
seminar. These guidelines require that each Professor report to the Committee on Academic 
Misconduct all instances of what the Professor believes to be academic misconduct. Details 
regarding what constitutes academic misconduct can be found in the ISU Graduate College 
Handbook, Chapter 9: Rights and Responsibilities. Should academic dishonesty occur, the 
course instructor will take action as outlined by the university procedural system. Please note 
that any incidence of plagiarism or other academic misconduct will result in an automatic failing 
grade in this course.  
 
DISABILITY ACCOMODATIONS:  
Any student in this course who has a disability that may prevent him or her from fully 
demonstrating his or her other abilities should contact the Professor personally as soon as 
possible to discuss accommodations necessary to ensure full participation and facilitate your 
educational opportunities. Those seeking accommodations based on disabilities should obtain a 
Student Academic Accommodation Request (SAAR) from the Disability Resources (DR) office 
(515-294-7720). DR is located in Room 1076 of the Student Services Building and the DR office 
email is disabilityresources@iastate.edu.  
 
RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATIONS:  
If you need academic accommodations by virtue of your religion (e.g. missing a deadline, 
rescheduling a project), please contact me as soon as possible to discuss your needs.  
 
EVALUATIONS:  
The Professor will request your evaluations every few weeks in the class and during the last 
week of the course. She also welcomes unsolicited observations at any time.  
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CLASS POLICIES & LOGISTICS: 
 
Materials. Students are responsible for reading ALL materials and assignments presented, as well 
as in the readings. Overviews and discussion questions may supplement, highlight, or bring 
something entirely different from what is in the text. 
 
Contacting the Professor. Please feel free to contact the Professor via e-mail, if you have any 
questions or suggestions throughout the semester. Please do not feel that you have to have a 
“problem” to contact me. The Professor will attempt to answer all e-mail no later than 3 working 
days after receiving your question. The Professor encourages you to contact her with questions or 
concerns or to schedule an individual appointment, if needed. The best way to contact the 
Professor is via BlackBoard. 
 
 
Food and Beverages in Class.  As long as there are not students with air-borne food allergies in the 
course or the food and or beverage does not distract other students, these items are completely 
acceptable in this seminar. If you would like to bring food/beverages to share that is also 
acceptable but definitely not necessary. 
 
 
Cell Phones, Pagers, Laptop Communication, and Smart Device Policy. As a member of the learning 
community, each student has a responsibility to other students who are members of the 
community. When cell phones or pagers ring and students respond in course or leave the classroom 
to respond, or are instant messaging on a Smartphone or laptop, it disrupts the class. All such 
devices must be turned off and should not be taken out during class. If you are on-call or expecting 
an emergency situation, please let the Professor know and put the device in silent (vibrate) mode. If 
you absolutely must receive a call, please step out of the classroom to take the call. Please note this 
should not become a common practice. 
 
 
Illness. In general, if you are ill or think you are becoming ill, it is best to rest and stay home, away 
from others. The university encourages students who are experiencing flu symptoms to stay home 
and follow the CDC’s self-isolation guidelines. The CDC currently recommends that people with flu-
like illness remain at home at least 24 hours after they are fever-free (without the aid of fever-
reducing medications). A fever is defined as 100 degrees F or higher. In most cases, that means an 
absence of three to five days. Contact me ASAP via e-mail regarding any illness-related absences so 
that we may discuss a plan for completing the coursework.  
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REQUIREMENTS:  
The major requirements for this course are to:  
(1) read course materials prior to coming to class; 
(2) attend and be involved in the general classroom discussions every week; 
(3) write two discussion questions per week and post them on BlackBoard;  
(4) present materials to the course as assigned and complete assignments; and 
 
COURSE DUE DATES: 

Week Assignment Due Date 

Weekly  General Class Participation & Attendance Weekly 

Weekly  Discussion Questions - Post 2 Discussion 
Questions  

By 11:59 p.m. on Sunday of week prior 
to scheduled topic  

Weekly Assignments By Start of Course Time Each Week 

 APA Quizzes By Last Day of Dead Week 

 
COURSE GRADING: 
This class is graded. Based on the grading system below, students will need to have attended all 
sessions, participated in class discussion, and completed assignments in a satisfactory manner to pass 
the course (B- or better).  A failing grade will be given if a student receives 79% or below of the 
designated points. 
 

Grades will be awarded according to the following point system: 
 

Assignment Points Total Points Percent 

1) Classroom Participation  75 7.5% 

2) Weekly Discussion Points  15 * 20 points 300 30.0% 

3) Weekly Assignments 15 * 35 points 525 52.5% 

4) APA Quizzes 2*50 points 100 10.0% 

TOTAL 1000 1000 100.0% 

 

Final course grades will assigned based on the following point distribution:  
 

Passing  Failing 

A  = 1000 – 940 F   =   799 or below 

A- = 939 – 900  

B+  = 899 – 870  

B  =  869 – 840  

B-  = 839 – 800  
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COURSE TIMELINE & DUE DATES (Tentative):   
Week Topic Reading Prepare Questions 

 
Due 11:59 p.m. on 

Sunday Prior to 
Week 

Assignment 
 

Due at Noon on 
Tuesdays 

August 22, 
Week 1  

Handbook 
Overview –
Degree 
Requirements 

 Handbook 
 Pages 1 -27 
 Appendix C, E, 
 Read APA 

 1. Create 
Webpage on 
Roster & 
Complete 
Graduate 
Recruitment 
Survey 

August 29, 
Week 2   

How do you do a 
Literature 
Search? 
 
 

 Cone & Foster, 
Cp 6 

 
 Read APA 

1. Week Discussion 
Questions for 
Literature 
Searches 

 

September 
5, Week 3 

Graduate 
Student Panel – 
Welcome, 
Adjusting 

 Handbook Pages 
28 -54 

 Appendix C,F,G 
 Panel last half of 

class 

2. Post Week 3 
Discussion 
Questions for 
Overview and 2 
Questions for 
Panel 

2. Meet with 
your peer 
mentor and 
complete a 
goals 
statement for 
the year. 

September 
12, Week 4 

IRB presentation 
& Training  
 
Dr. Kerry 
Agnitsch, IRB 
 

 Cone & Foster, 
Cp 7 

 Handbook  
Pages 33-34 
 Appendix D,J 
 Read APA 

3. Post Week 4 - 2 
Discussion 
Questions  

3. Complete IRB 
Training Prior 
to Class and 
Submit 
Certificate to 
Dr. Lohman in 
class. 

September 
19, Week 5 

Portfolio & POSC  Handbook  
Pages 54 - 62 
 Appendix G, H, I, 

J, K 
 Read APA 

4. Post Week 5 - 2 
Discussion 
Questions  

4. Create your 
Initial Course 
Plan and Submit 
to BlackBoard 

September 
26, Week 6 

CV Development 
 
CELT Faculty 
Karen 
Bovenmyer 
 

 Review CVs 
online 

 

5. Post Week 6 - 2 
Discussion 
Questions  

5. Submit Your 
Initial CV for 
Review & Post 
CV of 2 Faculty 
Members  

October 3, 
Week 7 
 
October 10, 
Week 8 
 
October 17, 
Week 9 

Graduate 
Faculty 
Presentations 

 Review Faculty’s 
Webpages and 
CVs 

 Cone & Foster 
Cp. 4 & 13 

 Handbook  
Pages 63 - 73 
 Appendix C 

6. Post Week 7, 8, 
and 9 - 2 
Discussion 
Questions to 
BlackBoard  that 
You would Like 
to Ask Each 
Faculty Member 

6. Attend 
Research Lab of 
Faculty 
Member & 
Write About 
Experience 
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Week Topic Reading Prepare 

Questions 
 

Due 11:59 
p.m. on 

Sunday Prior 
to Week 

Assignment 
 

Due at Noon  
on Tuesdays 

October 24, 
Week 10 

Conferences & 
Organizations 
 
 
 

 Search for a 
Conference 
& 
Organization 

 Cone & 
Foster, Cps.  
11 - 14 

 Read APA 

7. Week 
10 -Post 2 
Discussion 
Questions  

8. Collect an abstract 
submission for this 
organization and review in 
class. 
9. Attend the HDFS Poster 
Session. Submit a summary 
of strengths and weaknesses 
of poster displays. 

October 31, 
Week 11 

Manuscript 
Perpetration and 
Journal Evaluation 

 Cone & 
Foster, Cps.  
11 - 14 

 Read APA 

9.    Week 
12 - Post 2 
Discussion 
Questions 

10. Present on a Journal in 
your area. 

November 7, 
Week 7 

Thesis & 
Dissertation 
Proposals 

 Cone & 
Foster, Cps. 
1, 2, 3, & 5 

 Handbook, 
Appendix F, 
L 

10. Week 
13 - Post 2 
Discussion 
Questions  

11. Do you have a topic 
idea yet? – Write about 
your idea. 

November 
14, Week 11 
– NCFR 

Grants and 
Predoctoral 
Funding 
Experiences  

 Sarah 
Carlson, CHS 

 
 

8.  Week 11 
-  Post 2 
Discussion 
Questions  

12. Search for a potential 
grant mechanism 

November 
21, Week 14 

Thanksgiving Break – NO CLASS 

November 
28, Week 15 

Secondary Data 
Sets 
 
 

 Search for 
Secondary 
Data Sets 
Online 

 Cone & 
Foster, Cps. 
8 - 10 

 Read APA 

11.  Week 
15 - Post 2 
Discussion 
Questions  

13. Submit presentation 
on Secondary Data Set – 
What one research question 
could you answer with the 
data? 

December 5, 
Week 15 

Immortal Life of 
Henrietta Lacks – 
Second Hour 
Student Panel – 
What else to 
know? 

 12.  Week 
16 - Post 4 
Discussion 
Questions (2 
for the Book 
Discussion 
and 2 for the 
Panel) 

14. Submit summary of 
Immortal Life of Henrietta 
Lacks. 
 
APA  Quizzes Due 

December 
12, Week 16
  

Finals Week – NO 
CLASS 

  15. Send Dr. Lohman an 
Email Detailing Your Search 
for Committee & Included 
Revised POS & Final 
Questions 
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USING BLACKBOARD  
Instructions for using Blackboard are supplied in the Preparation and Introduction to 
Blackboard module. BlackBoard is an online courseware product. You must access BlackBoard 
through a high speed connection.  
 
What is Blackboard?  
Blackboard is a user-friendly e-learning tool designed to enhance Student-Instructor and 
Student-Student communication by providing a centralized area to access classes and class 
information. For our online students, online courses provide a special freedom. Students will be 
able to log on any time, day or night and get exactly the same information as the on-campus 
students (with the exception of Saturday mornings from 6-6:30am and other planned 
downtimes which are announced under Blackboard Announcement on the ISU Blackboard login 
page). If the course is streamed onto the Internet, students may watch lectures at a time most 
convenient for them by connecting to the stream from the Blackboard course site. For all 
students and instructors Blackboard is:  
· Centralized and dedicated site for course, with easy access from ISU homepage  
· Personalized Blackboard Learn account with course and news listings, calendars and 
email capability  
· Ability to post syllabus, lectures notes, class schedule, homework, Labs or anything else 
in one location  
· Link to Streaming Media Lectures  
· Tracking and managing capabilities of students, TA’s and presentation groups with 
survey and student data collecting capabilities  
· Multiple, dedicated chat rooms for communication between students, and between 
instructors and students as well as a live class chat option for students watching the streaming 
media lectures  
· Manageability and maintenance options  
 
What are the system requirements for using Blackboard?  
 Operating Systems: Microsoft Vista, & 7 OR Macintosh OSX 10.6 & 10.7 and higher 
Browsers: The most up-to-date versions of Internet Explorer (use version 9 or a later version), 
Firefox (24 and later), Chrome (34 and later) and Safari (6 and later)  
 Safari for Windows is no longer supported by Apple and is no longer supported by 
Blackboard. Safari for Mac is still supported (version 6 or higher).  
 Windows XP is no longer supported  
 Some Internet Explorer configuration options may make Blackboard difficult to use  
· Java version 7 (JRE 7)  
 Adobe Flash Player version 11 To determine if your browser is properly configured, once 
you log into Blackboard at https://bb.its.iastate.edu, perform the browser test, as well as the 
Java test on the following page.  
 
How do I configure my web browser for Blackboard?  
First, run the browser test that is available on the Blackboard homepage. When the test is 
complete, make sure to resolve all of the issues that it finds. In addition to this, make sure to 
enable pop-ups from Blackboard. Follow instructions if you see a red X on any of the required 
components. Next, run the Java Test that appears on the Browser Test page under the Required 
Components.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
What do I do if I don’t have Adobe Acrobat?  
Go to the Adobe website and download the free 
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version of Acrobat reader. If you are a Mac user, you may experience issues opening PDFs. To 
fix this problem, complete the following steps:  
· Go to: http://www.schubert-it.com/pluginpdf/  
· Download the PDF Browser Plugin  
· Restart your computer  
 
Each student has a unique login id and password that must be entered to access the course. If 
you are an ISU employee, or have registered for an ISU course before, then you were previously 
assigned an ISU login id and set your own unique password. You can use your current ISU login 
id and password to access HDFS 501 via BlackBoard.  
 
If the computer you work at is shared with another person, it is important to remember to 
officially "logout" when you finish each BlackBoard session. You can logout by clicking the 
Logout link in the upper right corner of the screen. Alternatively, quit the browser (do not just 
collapse it to end the program). If you do not logout or close the browser program, you will 
remain logged in and the next person to sit at your computer will have complete access to your 
course account.  
 
BlackBoard has time limits for access. If there is not activity in a 30-minute time period, you 
may be logged out automatically. It is therefore important that you keep a copy of your 
assignments in files on your personal computers as a backup to any submissions you make in 
BlackBoard. For example, type your essay answers in Microsoft Word (or whatever word 
processing program you use) and save them on your hard drive or a disk. Then copy and paste 
your answers into BlackBoard. For discussion board postings where your response is lengthy 
(more than a paragraph) you may also want to type and save it in Microsoft Word vs. only 
typing and submitting it via BlackBoard.  
It is common for BlackBoard to experience a file server update on Saturday mornings from 6-
6:30 a.m. (central time). Times when BlackBoard is not available (undergoing updates) will be 
listed on the BlackBoard log in page.  
 
For additional support using BlackBoard, please contact the Solution Center by email at 
solutions@iastate.edu, by phone at 515-294-4000, or if on campus by walking into 195 Durham 
Center. Faxes can be sent to 515-294-9062.s 


