
Human Development and Family Studies 373 XW 
Death as a Part of Living 

Fall 2017 

 
Instructor Information 
Instructor: G. Joseph Sample “Joe” 
 
Email: Use Blackboard email. If 
Blackboard email is unavailable please 
use gjsample@iastate.edu. (Please note 
the “Gary” and “Joe” are the same 
person and that emails will come from 
“Gary” due to system requirements. 
Emails will be checked daily during the 
week. If you do not have a response 
within twenty-four hours during the 
week you are encouraged to follow up 
with another email. 
 
Phone: 515-707-1799 is to be used only 
the event of emergency. It is expected 
that email (for specific grade or 
assignment questions) or course 
discussion board will be used for all class 
related questions. 
 
Virtual meetings are used in lieu of 
individual meetings. 

 
General Information 

 
Required Materials:   
Text: De Spelder, L.A. & Strickland, A.L. (2009). The last dance: Encountering 
death and dying (10th edition). Boston, MA: McGraw Hill. 

Course Information 
Credit hours: 3 
 
Prerequisites: HDFS 102 
 
Dates: 8/21/17-12/15/17 



 
Final Project Book: There will be an additional book for the course that you may 
need to purchase (see Final Paper and Group Project below). 
 
Course Description:   
This course considers death in the life span of the individual and the family with 
opportunity for exploration of personal, societal attitudes and real-life application.  
 
Course Format: This course will be taught completely via Blackboard. Student 
participation and discussion is highly important for the success of this course. 
Students will be required to review/read/watch instructor lectures through media 
(e.g. YouTube, blog posts, posted documents), participate in group discussions 
related to weekly text book readings and supplemental presentation and materials,  
respond to group member questions, submit a learning journal as scheduled, 
complete activities related to a midterm exam/paper, and read a book related to the 
course materials for the final exam/paper. The use of video conferencing will also 
be used for this course. 
 
Expectations  
To optimize student learning, it is expected that you will:  

 Manage your time wisely, allowing yourself plenty of time to contribute to 
online discussions and assignments.  

 Read/view textbook chapters and lecture content thoroughly and carefully, 
as assigned.  

 Ask questions if assignments or readings are unclear.  
 
Online Etiquette: Students are asked to respect the beliefs, opinions, and feelings 
of other students. Although you may respectfully disagree with someone else, 
showing disrespect to other students in the online classroom is unacceptable and 
will not be tolerated. Additionally, refraining from using abbreviations and 
acronyms (i.e., LOL, BTW), is greatly appreciated. Use of complete sentences and 
proper grammar is also expected. 
 
 



Learning Outcomes:  
Students will: 

 Examine their personal beliefs about death and dying.  

 Read and analyze a book related to death and dying.  

 Apply concepts and theories to case studies and scenarios.  

 Engage in meaningful discussions on death and dying concepts, practices, 
rituals, and ideas.  

 Determine their position and application of “real-world” applications of 
death-related services.  

 
Emotional Support: The content of this course encourages the student to explore 
very personal experiences, concerns, and fears related to the topic of death. For 
some this experience can be very emotional. Due to the limitations of personal 
contact with the students through the online experience students are encouraged to 
reach out to Iowa State University’s counseling services for any emotional support 
from which the student might benefit.  
 
The counseling services website is: http://www.counseling.iastate.edu and its direct 
phone number is 515-294-5056. The counseling center is located in the Student 
Services Building (north of Friley Hall) on the 3rd floor.  Please do not hesitate to 
utilize this invaluable service.  
 

Class Requirements and Policies 
 
Academic Dishonesty Policy: Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated in the 
classroom. Please read the ISU Academic Dishonesty policy: 
http://www.public.iastate.edu/~catalog/2009-2011/geninfo/dishonesty.html. 
Students should not use one another’s clickers to help a “friend” with in-class 
points, plagiarize the work of others (when in doubt cite), or cheat on tests. 
Discussing the work of another author in the context of your paper or assignment 
MUST be cited in APA format.  
 
Special Concerns: Iowa State University complies with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. Any student who may 



require an accommodation under such provisions should contact me as soon as 
possible. No retroactive accommodations will be provided in this class.  
 
Late Work Policy: Students are expected to submit all assignments when they are 
due. Due dates can be found on the course outline. Students will not be allowed to 
make up discussion board posts or receive partial credit after the deadline has 
elapsed. The purpose of the discussion board is to interact with your group 
throughout the week; therefore it is not feasible to make this up as your group will 
have moved on.  
 
 
No midterm exam/project or final exam/project will be accepted after the due 
date.  
 
All other assignments will be accepted with a letter grade reduction for each day 
they are late. No late assignments will be accepted after four days have elapsed. 
Please notify the instructor as soon as you are aware of any problems submitting 
any of your assignments in Blackboard. In those rare events you are encouraged to 
email the instructor with your assignment attached. In the event of an immediate 
emergency, students should contact the dean of students who will then notify all 
instructors of the emergency and an extension will thus be granted. 
 
Grade Discussion Policy: If a student wishes to discuss their grade on an 
assignment further he/she must do so within one week of receiving the assignment 
grade back. Therefore, grade changes on specific assignments will not be 
considered more than one week after the grade has been given. 
 
The instructor reserves the right to make changes to the syllabus and organization 
of the course when deemed necessary. 
 

Technology Requirements and Assistance 
 
Because grades and other materials may be available only online, it is required that 
you be familiar with Blackboard. Please copy and paste the link below into your 



browser of choice to learn more about using Blackboard and to find 
troubleshooting tips. http://www.celt.iastate.edu/elearning/?page_id=5268  
 
Creating/Saving Assignments: It is recommended that students save a copy of 
their work outside of Blackboard. For example, for all learning journals and other 
papers, please be sure to save your own electronic copy separate from Blackboard. 
That way if there is a technology glitch, you have your completed, saved work 
accessible elsewhere. While typing in Blackboard text boxes you should save your 
draft frequently because it will time-out while you are working on a project. 
Additionally, you are responsible for making sure your assignment submitted 
correctly (e.g., double check to make sure the submission went through or your 
attachment was uploaded successfully). 
 

Assignments 
 
Instructor Lecture Review: Each week the instructor will post a lecture on that 
week’s topic area. The instructor will utilize online lecture in the form of a blog 
post, which can be accessed through Blackboard, videos, as well as guest lecturers. 
Other materials or media for which the student is responsible to review and provide 
a response in Blackboard, when assigned. The instructor’s lecture will be posted no 
later than Monday at 6pm. 
 
Possible Points: Integrated into the Discussion Board Groups score   
 
Discussion Board Groups: Students will participate in online discussions 
concerning text material and questions posed by the instructor. Students will be in 
groups of up to ten students. It is expected that the students will have meaningful 
discussions and will respond to other students’ posts with thoughtful yet succinct, 
collegial responses, which is more than “I agree” or “I disagree.” Remember, 
students are not anonymous in Blackboard and disrespectful or abusive comments 
will not be tolerated. Respectfully disagreeing is expected but professionalism is 
required. Succinctness in responses is appreciated due to the volume of reading 
required in the discussion and in the course.  When referencing material from the 
text, please provide specific page number(s) to assist your group members. 
Citations from outside sources (if used) are also necessary.  



 
Posting Schedule: 

 Instructor-posed questions that relate to the text reading and/or the lecture 
blog will be posted no later than Monday 6pm (Central Standard Time) 

 Group members respond to Instructor posts and submit an additional 
discussion or chapter-related question to the group by Wednesday 6pm 
(CST) during discussion weeks (see schedule). 

 Group members respond no fewer than three (3) peer questions by 
Sunday 9pm (CST) which concludes that week’s discussion (see schedule). 
 

This schedule is the minimal expectation. Group members are strongly encouraged 
to discuss the topic beyond the posting schedule. Points earned for group 
discussions will be evaluated on quality of the posts and not merely the number of 
posts. 
 
Please note that in weeks 1-2 you will not be assigned to a group and that all 
discussions will be in the general discussion board. Starting week 3 you will be in 
your groups. 
 
 
Possible Points: 6 @ 10 pts. each  = 60 points 

 Response to instructor post by deadline = 3 pts 

 Submit question for group to discuss by deadline = 3 pts 

 Quality responses to at least three group member questions 
by deadline = 4 pts  

 This totals 10 pts possible each week 
 
Learning Journals: Students will utilize a learning journal for specific topics as 
presented in the syllabus during the semester. A weekly journal is not required but 
is encouraged for students to process their thoughts and experiences with the 
materials. There are two journal submissions during the semester. Please review 
the information in the syllabus that identifies what the required items are for those 
journal entries. There are no specific page requirements for each journal entry. 



Journals will be collected at different times during the semester through 
Blackboard. 
 
Journal entries are due Sunday at 9pm (CST) according to schedule grid provided 
below. 
 
Possible Points: 2 @ 30 pts. each = 60 points 
 
Section Quizzes: Quizzes will cover materials under the section heading of the 
schedule grid below and will be in the form of true/false, multiple choice, and text 
box responses. There are three quizzes (1 for extra credit, 2 for graded credit). 
 
Possible Points: 2 @ 20 pts. each = 40 points 
 
Midterm Paper/Project: Students will complete an essay-based written paper 
related to an assignment provided by the instructor. The project will be provided 
electronically no later than one-week before the due date. Any sources used for the 
paper must be cited. There is no specific page limit to this paper. Students will be 
given specific questions to which they will respond. The midterm paper/project is 
due Friday, 9PM at the end of Week 7. No midterm paper may be turned in for a 
grade after the deadline. 
 
Possible Points: 50 points 
 
Final Course Group Project: Students will be placed in groups to complete their 
final course group project. The group will read the same book and work together to 
create a presentation (PowerPoint or other similar type program) that describes the 
book and assists in explaining theories and concepts from the text that align with 
the book. This will require online collaboration between group members. A final 
group project rubric will be provided by Week 11. Students will respond to at least 
three other group presentations in order to receive full individual credit. 
 
Possible Points: 40 points (20 for project presentation + 10 for minimum of 3 
discussion posts to other presentations + 10 for group feedback on individual 
participation in the group project) 



 
Final Paper: During the semester each student will be assigned one book related 
to death and dying from a selection of books provided to you by the instructor and 
assigned to your group that is also reading the book. The final paper will be a 
review of theories and concepts that align with the book, a discussion of how the 
book might benefit those who are dealing with death, and how the book contributes 
to the field of thanatology. A specific grading rubric will be provided to students to 
guide the writing of their final paper. An approved reading list will be provided in 
Blackboard Course Content. The student may not request to read a book that is not 
on the provided list.  
 
The final paper will be 4-6 double spaced pages. It will be essential for the paper to 
do a thorough review of theories/concepts to be successful with this paper. No final 
paper may be turned in for a grade after the deadline. 
 
Possible Points: 100 points 
 
 
GRADING 
 
DISCUSSION BOARDS: 6 @ 10 pts. each = 60 points 
LEARNING JOURNALS:  2 @ 30 pts. each = 60 points 
SECTION QUIZZES: 2 @ 20 pts. each = 40 points 
MIDTERM PAPER: 50 points 
FINAL GROUP PROJECT: 40 points 
FINAL PAPER:  100 points 
TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE: 350 points 
 
The student’s final grade is calculated by percent of points earned: 
 
94-100 = A 90-93 = A- 87-89 = B+ 84-86 = B 
80-83 = B- 77-79 = C+ 74-76 = C 70-73 = C- 
67-69 = D+ 64-66 = D 60-63 = D- 0-59 = F 

 
 



 

WEEK TOPICS AND 
READING 

ASSIGNMENTS 

 
FOUNDATION CONCEPTS SECTION (SECTION 1) 

 
Week 1:  
8/21-8/27 

 Ch 1. Attitudes 
Toward Death  

 Ch 2. Learning 
About Death 

 Instructor Lecture 

 Thoroughly read the syllabus 

 Review Blackboard (Bb) tutorial 
video 

 Review Introduction Lecture  

 Review the books reading list for 
the course project 

DUE 

 Take the Syllabus Quiz (10pts 
extra credit) 

Week 2:  
8/28-9/3 

 Ch 3. Perspectives 
on Death 

 Instructor Lecture 
 

 Review Lecture 

 DUE:  
o Post a brief introduction 

in Bb general discussion 
by Friday 9pm (5 pts 
extra credit) 

Week 3: 
9/4-9/10 

 Ch 14. Beyond 
Death/After Life 

 Instructor Lecture 

 Group book 
selection 

 

 Review lecture 

 DUE: 

 Complete survey that ranks 
your book choice. This will be 
the book you will read for your 
final paper and your final 
group project 

 Section quiz 



 
HEALTH CARE AND END OF LIFE SECTION (SECTION 2) 

 
Week 4:  
9/11-9/17 

 Ch 5. Health Care 

 Instructor Lecture 

 Groups assigned 
for discussions and 
course project 

 Review Lecture 
DUE  
 Bb Discussion Group post #1 

for Ch. 5 

Week 5:  
9/18-9/24 

 Ch 4. Death 
Systems 

 Instructor Lecture 

 Review Iowa’s 
Organ Donor 
Network website 
and National 
Donor Network 
website 

 Review Lecture 
 

DUE 
 Learning Journal #1 

o Discuss the experience of 
working through the 
organ donation process 

o Why or why will you not 
donate your organs 

o Discuss at least one 
additional topic from 
weeks 1-5  

Week 6: 
9/25-10/1 

 Ch 6. End-of-Life 
Issues 

 Instructor Lecture 

 Review “Gift of 
Peace of Mind” 
documents/website 

 Midterm paper 
rubric posted 

 Review Lecture 
 

DUE 
 Bb Discussion Group post #2 for 

Ch. 6 
 
 
 
 



 
FACING DEATH SECTION (SECTION 3) 

 
Week 7: 
10/2-10/8 

 Ch 7. Facing 
Death 

 Instructor Lecture 

 Continue reading 
your book for final 
project 

 Review Lecture 
 

 
DUE 

 Midterm Paper (Due 2/24 6pm) 
 

Week 8: 
10/9-10/15 
 
 

 Ch 12. Suicide 

 Instructor Lecture 

 Continue reading 
your book for final 
project 

 

 Review Lecture 
 
DUE 

 Bb Discussion Group post #3 
for Ch. 7 

Week 9: 
10/16-10/22 

 Ch 13. Threats of 
Horrendous Death 

 Instructor Lecture 

 Continue reading 
your book for final 
project 

 Final paper and 
final presentation 
rubric posted 

 

 Review Lecture 
 

 
DUE 

 Bb Discussion Group post #4 
for Ch. 13 

Week 10: 
10-23-10/29 

 Ch 9. Survivors 

 Instructor Lecture 

 Final Project 
Rubric Posted 

DUE:  
 Bb Discussion Group post #5 

for Ch. 9 

 

Week 11:  
10/30-11/5 
 

 Ch 10. Death in 
the Lives of 
Children and 
Adolescents 

 Instructor Lecture 

 Review Lecture 
 
DUE 

 Bb Discussion Group post #6 
for Ch 10 



 Continue reading 
your book for final 
project 

 

Week 12: 
11/6-11/12 

 Ch 11. Death in 
the Lives of 
Adults 

 Instructor Lecture 
 Continue reading 

your book for final 
project  

 Review Lecture 
  

DUE 
 Section quiz #2 
 

 
LAST RIGHTS SECTION (SECTION 4) 

 
Week 13: 
11/13-11/19 

 
 Ch 8. Last Rites 

 Instructor Lecture 

 Continue reading 
your book for final 
project 

 

 
 Review Lecture  

 
 
DUE 

 Learning Journal #2 
o Discuss theories, 

concepts, and aspects that 
interested from at least 
three chapters between 
weeks 8-14 

 
Week 14: 
11/20-11/26 

THANKSGIVING 
BREAK 

 

Have a good, safe holiday break! 
 

Week 15: 
11/27-12/3 

 Ch 15. The Path 
Ahead 

 Instructor Lecture 
Final Project 
opens for posting 

 Review Lecture 
 

 
DUE 
 
Final paper 

 Maximum 5 pages discussing 
the following: 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 The three theories/concepts 
that you believe align best 
with your book 

 What about this book would 
benefit individuals who are 
dealing with death (either 
themselves or a loved one)? 

 What about this book is 
important to the field of 
thanatology? 

  
Week 16: 
DEAD WEEK 
12/4-12/10 

  Prepare final project 
presentation based on rubric 
 

FINALS WEEK 
12/11-12/15 

Post final project 
and post final 
responses 

 Final course project due 
o Post presentation 

(PowerPoint) discussing 
the concepts from your 
group’s book 

o Respond to at least 3 
other presentations 
regarding items of 
interest and use of 
theories 

 



 

Academic Dishonesty 
The class will follow Iowa State University’s policy on academic dishonesty.  
Anyone suspected of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Dean of Students 
Office. http://www.dso.iastate.edu/ja/academic/misconduct.html 
 

Dead Week 
This class follows the Iowa State University Dead Week policy as noted in section 
10.6.4 of the Faculty Handbook http://www.provost.iastate.edu/resources/faculty-
handbook . 

Harassment and Discrimination 
Iowa State University strives to maintain our campus as a place of work and study 
for faculty, staff, and students that is free of all forms of prohibited discrimination 
and harassment based upon race, ethnicity, sex (including sexual assault), 
pregnancy, color, religion, national origin, physical or mental disability, age, 
marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, genetic information, or status as 
a U.S. veteran. Any student who has concerns about such behavior should contact 
his/her instructor, Student Assistance at 515-294-1020 or email dso-
sas@iastate.edu, or the Office of Equal Opportunity and Compliance at 515-294-
7612. 

 

Religious Accommodation 
If an academic or work requirement conflicts with your religious practices and/or 
observances, you may request reasonable accommodations. Your request must be 
in writing, and your instructor or supervisor will review the request.  You or your 
instructor may also seek assistance from the Dean of Students Office or the Office 
of Equal Opportunity and Compliance. 

 

Contact Information 
If you are experiencing, or have experienced, a problem with any of the above 
issues, email academicissues@iastate.edu. 
 
 
 

UNIVERSITY POLICIES 



Disability Accommodation 
Iowa State University strives to maintain our campus as a place of work and study 
for faculty, staff, and students that is free of all forms of prohibited discrimination 
and harassment based upon race, ethnicity, sex (including sexual assault), 
pregnancy, color, religion, national origin, physical or mental disability, age, 
marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, genetic information, or status as 
a U.S. veteran. Any student who has concerns about such behavior should contact 
his/her instructor, Student Assistance at 515-294-1020 or email dso-
sas@iastate.edu, or the Office of Equal Opportunity and Compliance at 515-294-
7612. 
 

Contact Information 
If you are experiencing, or have experienced, a problem with any of the above 
issues, email academicissues@iastate.edu. 
 

 


