
TEACHING  SOCIAL  STUDIES  
IN  THE  PRIMARY  GRADES 

 

Course: C I 433 

Meeting Time & Place: Monday 8-10:30 am, Lagomarcino 2660 

Instructor: Dr. Noreen Naseem Rodríguez 

Email: nrdz@iastate.edu 

Office Hours: Monday 10:30-11 am, 1-2:30 pm & by appointment 

 

COURSE OVERVIEW  
What is the course about?  

REQUIRED TEXT 
What do I need to buy for class?  

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 
What do I need to turn in, when, and where?  

TEACHER LICENSURE 
What do I need for my e-portfolio?  

PROFESSIONAL EXPECTATIONS 
What is expected of me in class? 

UNIVERSITY POLICIES 
What are the university’s policies relevant to this class?  

COURSE CALENDAR 
What are we doing at each class session?  What readings are required? 

 
If you need help with using GoogleDocs, see this tutorial.  
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https://gsuite.google.com/learning-center/products/docs/get-started/


 COURSE OVERVIEW  
 

COURSE CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION 
Emphasis is placed on providing equity and justice-oriented social studies learning                     
experiences (e.g. curriculum content, instructional strategies, and assessment) for                 
primary grade children. 
 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS 
● Why should we teach social studies in elementary schools?  
● What and how should we teach about social studies? 
● What constraints will we likely face and how can we overcome them? 

 

OBJECTIVES & LEARNING OUTCOMES 
By the end of this course, you will be able to:  

1) Identify the five disciplines of social studies;  
2) Articulate purposes for teaching elementary social studies; 
3) Explain ongoing debates facing elementary social studies today; 
4) Identify conceptual frameworks for how to teach the social studies;  
5) Plan for interdisciplinary social studies inquiry that engages young learners from 

diverse backgrounds and integrates technology; 
6) Identify and evaluate resources for a multicultural social justice social studies 

curriculum; and 
7) Commit to integrating social studies instruction into your future practice. 

 
Ultimately, we want you to be able to design learning opportunities throughout the                         
school day for elementary students so that they: 

● Are informed about the world through the critical analysis of information; 
● Value the challenges and opportunities of living in a diverse democracy;  
● Seek out multiple perspectives about how place, culture, scarcity, and the past                       

influence people’s lives; and 
● Work with others to identify and solve problems facing their communities.  

Click here to read more about this class’ philosophical foundation.  
 
Our class is part of the Fall 2017 Canvas Early Adopters Program at Iowa State University. 
You can access our course in two ways: 

1) Navigate to www.iastate.edu, click on Sign Ons in the upper right corner, choose 
More Sign Ons. The link to Canvas will be under Learning and Teaching on the 
right side. You will log in using your NET ID and password.  

2) Navigate to https://canvas.iastate.edu and log in with your NET ID and password. 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1brhpEwX2q2yHruCBLTxqLbHm_Rpkhj63LzymxemXAmQ/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.socialstudies.org/positions/elementary
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1DK07-T83QwMbAKZBiJbnEjy5DN7G3vnj5-K8qRxyvzM/edit?usp=sharing
https://canvas.iastate.edu/
http://www.iastate.edu/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wLjRmg1qWIvG7DU_B74zovxvfvdegt2q-HPH2FeNBkg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RTXm20FcgBudesZZ7yaqyQ7He3v--yN0AhOVNjlYQxw/edit?usp=sharing


 REQUIRED  TEXT  
We will read Black Ants & Buddhists: Thinking Critically and 
Teaching Differently in the Primary Grades by Mary Cowhey. You can 
order it used or for Kindle for under $15. 
 
Also each student is strongly encouraged to purchase a student 
subscription to the National Council for the Social Studies.  This 
subscription provides you with a monthly magazine for a year— 
either Social Studies & the Young Learner or Social Education and gives you access to the 
NCSS archives, which is very useful for several of the assignments in class (including this 
opportunity to earn bonus points). Student memberships cost $56.00. Students may share 
a membership, but know that only one of you will receive the year’s worth of magazines. 
Noreen Naseem Rodríguez is the sponsor. Please use her NCSS number 151041 when 
registering and allow at least 24 hours for processing.  
  
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
Each of these online resources are extremely helpful for completing assignments 
(especially your final projects) and for your future use as a classroom teacher:  

● Website: Elementary Social Studies 
● Website: Iowa Council of Social Studies 
● *Magazine & Website: Teaching Tolerance 
● *Magazine & Website: Rethinking Schools 
● *Magazine: Social Studies & the Young Learner and Social Education  
● Facebook group: Critical Resources for Elementary Social Studies Teachers 
● Website: Iowa Social Studies Local Resources 

(If you would like to help build this list of resources for bonus points, click here) 
 
*Almost all of our course readings come from these publications. They are highly                         
recommended! 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1G4w451rKb7GazpKDg_1G2IvwcVkaSgWgPTT4-L5Nj1E/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.socialstudies.org/membership
http://www.socialstudies.org/publications/socialeducation
http://www.socialstudies.org/membership
http://www.socialstudies.org/membership
https://www.facebook.com/groups/CRESST/?ref=bookmarks
http://www.socialstudies.org/publications/ssyl
http://www.socialstudies.org/membership
http://www.rethinkingschools.org/index.shtml
http://elementarysocialstudies.weebly.com/
http://elementarysocialstudies.weebly.com/local-resources.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13Uk2dVax0CmbqMULx8iAqsJVsYdogQvUUr56-SAIvX0/edit#
https://iowacouncilforthesocialstudies19.wildapricot.org/
http://www.tolerance.org/?source=redirect&url=teachingtolerance


 

 COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 
 

Assignment  Description  Points  Due Date 

Entry Tickets & 
Daily Wrap Ups 

Before each class session, students respond to 
questions about the week’s assigned readings. 
After class, students respond to daily wrap up 

questions posted on Canvas by midnight. 

20% 
 

Entry ticket 
by 8 am, 

Wrap Up by 
midnight 

Midterm Exam  This open-ended exam will review content 
from the first unit of the course (sessions 1-4) 

10%  9/18/17* 

Scavenger Hunt & 
Classroom Library 

Questionnaire 

Complete the scavenger hunt and classroom 
library questionnaire during your practicum. 

10%  10/23/17 

Professional 
Development Plan 

This three-part assignment helps students 
determine content areas of growth and then 

develop a plan to improve in that area. 

20%  Part I: 8/28 
Part II: 9/11 

Part III: 11/27 

Final Exam  This open-ended, written exam covers content 
from the second unit of the course. 

10%  12/11/17 

Unit Plan Challenge  Students create an inquiry-based social studies 
unit in groups using backwards design. 

Students must earn a C or higher to use this as 
an artifact for their portfolio. Failing to 

complete the unit will result in failing the class. 

25%  12/11/17 

Professionalism 
Reflection 

Complete a self-evaluation reviewing your 
professionalism during the semester, including 
the professional expectations in the syllabus. 

5%  12/11/17 

 
Your final grade will be determined the following way:  

Letter Grade  Percentage Range 

A-, A  90-93, 94-100 

B-, B, B+  80-83, 84-87, 88-89 

C-, C, C+  70-73, 74-77, 78-79 

D+, D, D-  60-63, 64-67, 68-69 

F  0-59 

  

NOTE: Students must earn a grade of C or better in methods classes.  
Failure to do so will result in student retaking the class and delay their student teaching.  
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Vbmg4QB74Bcvg787EmT5LOuGeRixjANuiZrxS74IDhE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1l5RKyg3ExqntxPZn9IqPGiJiC2x_2wjCmx-JcoUcKDE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19j1zRlpNZGNSX4F4NOrt7hFNWFP54oGOidyQTNYsZfg/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.leeandlow.com/uploads/loaded_document/408/Classroom-Library-Questionnaire_FINAL.pdf
https://www.leeandlow.com/uploads/loaded_document/408/Classroom-Library-Questionnaire_FINAL.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Vbmg4QB74Bcvg787EmT5LOuGeRixjANuiZrxS74IDhE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.leeandlow.com/uploads/loaded_document/408/Classroom-Library-Questionnaire_FINAL.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LMjRVj-cLlk71LUdsv1ZAOD0xOM9-QbBDXXQs8WgFg8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1l5RKyg3ExqntxPZn9IqPGiJiC2x_2wjCmx-JcoUcKDE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Df7cLL4PJMAhVQA5JdPc6UyeBzexoq1zdDDiikVH4W8/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.leeandlow.com/uploads/loaded_document/408/Classroom-Library-Questionnaire_FINAL.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LVB1zmz07gw0mSLyVSN3IuSNMI3j8jTm16KLkUnJ4UY/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14P8HAPWYPyGCuJgSM7wm-S5KEFI_uBXIMtVpI6ggX2g/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LVB1zmz07gw0mSLyVSN3IuSNMI3j8jTm16KLkUnJ4UY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LMjRVj-cLlk71LUdsv1ZAOD0xOM9-QbBDXXQs8WgFg8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Lbr4thSNOrVrnV91_1m2bCR9u9ls1wVI4yHN7izhAdA/edit?usp=sharing


 

 

TEACHER  LICENSURE 
 

CI 443 introduces concepts and issues related to InTASC Standard 8: Instructional                       
Strategies: 
  
“The teacher understands and uses a variety of instructional strategies to encourage                       
learners to develop deep understanding of content areas and their connections, and to build                           
skills to apply knowledge in meaningful ways.”  (Standard d, g, and l for ECE) 
  
For your e-portfolio, you will demonstrate your understanding of this standard in this                         
course’s final project—a collaborative social studies inquiry unit. The scoring rubric can                       
be found here. The cover sheet for this course that you need to use for your e-portfolio                                 
can be found here. 
 
This course aligns with ISU’s School of Education conceptual framework for teacher                       
education. Please read about it here.  
 

PROFESSIONAL  EXPECTATIONS 
  

The expectations for each person in this class will mirror the expectations you’ll                         
experience as a professional teacher. Remember that each person you come into contact                         
with during your preparation can be a potential reference for you, so it’s important to                             
always put your best foot forward.  
 
1- BE PRESENT 
Our time together is very important, so when you are in class, I want you to be both 
mentally and physically present by being attentive and engaged.  Cell phones should be 
kept in your bag at all times so that you can be completely focused on what’s 
happening in class. You are welcome to bring your computers, but I will let you know if 
we’ll need them for class; otherwise please keep laptops in your bag.  This class is 
heavily discussion based so these steps will allow each person to fully participate without 
distractions.  Being present also has to do with being in class for every class session.  Any 
illness will require formal documentation in order for it not to impact your grade. 
If you have another reason for missing class, please let me know with as much notice as 
possible so that we can make other arrangements for you and determine if this counts as 
“excused” (e.g., documentation of family emergency, university activity). Missing a class 
without an excused absence will result in a decrease of one letter grade. Missing 
more than two classes without an excused absence will result in failing the class. 
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http://www.education.iastate.edu/educator-preparation-resources/conceptual-framework/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Pp2g4C01vl_x9IAITVA46XnZbNcL8vmWf3Rdk4AxUUM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eWpdQOvSR7mEcV4c5SnwReR9hmQngSmHbgKYI_zwSLE/edit?usp=sharing


Missing more than three classes with excused absences will result in failing the class. 
Make-up work will be determined at the time of an absence. 
 
2- BE THOUGHTFUL 
We will be constructively critiquing each other’s work and pushing each other to think 
about our practice in new and different ways. This is done in the spirit of intellectual 
inquiry and demands that we are all respectful, honest, and willing to engage in tough 
questions with each other as a compassionate community.  You will be pushed to 
examine various issues, whether they are pedagogical or philosophical, so each person 
will need to be open and flexible in his or her thinking.  There is never just one way to do 
or think about things, and this class will push you to think and practice various strategies 
that may be unfamiliar to you. It’s okay to feel stretched and pulled because that will be 
a recurring experience in the professional world and something you’ll want to get 
comfortable with. Agreement is not required, but mutual respect and consideration 
is. We will use the five norms for “courageous conversations” as the basis for our 
classroom discussions: 1) stay engaged, 2) speak your truth, 3) experience discomfort, 4) 
expect and accept non-closure, and 5) listen for understanding. 
 
3- BE PROACTIVE 
I am here to support your learning this semester and will provide you with feedback in 
response to the course’s formative and summative assessments. Plan ahead to be sure 
your readings and assignments are completed on time and that you’re ready to share 
your thoughts during class.  If you have any questions, please contact me.  If you contact 
me via email, I will do my best to respond within 24 hours during the week. I would, 
of course, expect that you’ve checked the syllabus and any other announcements made 
during class or on Canvas to answer any questions first. I encourage you to take some 
risks in your learning this semester.  You may not have every question answered fully 
before you embark on a project or assignment.   I’ve tried to convey as much 
information as possible through GoogleDocs, Canvas, and during class, but there may be 
something that just wasn’t covered.   
  
4- BE COLLABORATIVE 
We are a community of learners who are here to support and challenge each other. Each 
of us has the responsibility to be an engaged, reliable, and respectful group member who 
adds something to the class.  One responsibility that teachers have in schools is to engage 
in academic conversations.  While some of us may be more reserved than others, it’s 
important to begin working on becoming more verbally engaged in discussions.  
You will want to plan on volunteering your thoughts and questions, being called on, 
being asked to respond to another person’s ideas, and so on in every class period.  This is 
practical experience for working in a school setting.  You’ll also be working extensively 
in groups to design an integrated social studies unit.  It’s important that each person 
contribute to the work being done so that the end product is reflective of everyone’s 
participation and creativity.  
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http://www.culturesconnecting.com/docs/Norms.pdf


5- BE PROUD OF YOUR WORK 
Each assignment builds upon the last and is planned to be a practical experience in being 
a teacher.  Nothing that we do in this class is just busy work.  Everything we apply, 
create, design and work on is an actual real world activity in the life of a teacher and 
something you will experience in your position as a teacher.  Some of the activities will 
require much independence, which can be challenging for students who are 
accustomed to having very clear procedures and directions.   Again, you may have to 
take a risk and act according to how you believe a practicing teacher would.  If you put 
your best personal effort forward, you’re likely to be successful.  We will use GoogleDocs 
and Canvas for several different purposes throughout the semester. All assignments 
should be turned in by the due date.  Assignments submitted via email will not be 
accepted unless Canvas is not working.  Also, because you are practicing to be a 
teacher, correct grammar and mechanics are expected, so please proofread your work.  
  
Please be aware that this semester will be rigorous. There will be many readings, 
discussions, application activities, reflections, assignments and outside of class 
expectations throughout our time together.  While I understand that you may be taking 
several other classes, understand that this level of stress is not different from the 
professional teaching world.  The demands placed on teachers are immense and 
practicing how to juggle these demands is a critical component in your development as a 
teacher.  I’m very willing to work with you if you come across challenges, so please let 
me know if I can support or assist you in any way. I want you to be successful and I 
believe that you can be if you live up to the expectations outlined here.  
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 UNIVERSITY POLICIES 
  

Academic Dishonesty 
We follow Iowa State University’s policy on academic dishonesty. Anyone suspected of 
academic dishonesty will be reported to the Dean of Students Office and is in danger of 
failing the class. 
 
Religious Accommodation 
If class conflicts with your religious practices and/or observances, you may request 
reasonable accommodations. Your request must be in writing, and I will review it. You 
or I may also seek assistance from the Dean of Students Office or the Office of Equal 
Opportunity and Compliance. 
 
Disability Accommodation 
ISU complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act. If you have a disability and anticipate needing accommodations in 
this course, please contact me to set up a meeting within the first two weeks of the 
semester or as soon as you become aware of your need. Before meeting with me, you 
will need to obtain a SAAR form with recommendations for accommodations from 
the Disability Resources Office. Their telephone number is 515-294-7220 or email 
disabilityresources@iastate.edu. Retroactive requests for accommodations will not be 
honored. 
  
Harassment and Discrimination 
ISU strives to maintain our campus as a place of work and study for faculty, staff, and 
students that is free of all forms of prohibited discrimination and harassment based 
upon race, ethnicity, sex (including sexual assault), pregnancy, color, religion, national 
origin, physical or mental disability, age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, genetic information, or status as a U.S. veteran. Any student who has concerns 
about such behavior should contact his/her instructor, Student Assistance at 
515-294-1020 or email dso-sas@iastate.edu, or the Office of Equal Opportunity and 
Compliance at 515-294-7612. Please let me know immediately if anything happens in 
relation to class so that we can work to address it together. 
  
Dead Week 
This class follows the ISU Dead Week policy as noted in section 10.6.4 of the Faculty 
Handbook . 
 

If you are experiencing, or have experienced, a problem with any of the above issues, 
please email academicissues@iastate.edu.  
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http://www.dso.iastate.edu/ja/academic/misconduct.html
http://www.hrs.iastate.edu/hrs/node/269
http://www.hrs.iastate.edu/hrs/node/99
http://new.dso.iastate.edu/dr/student
http://www.provost.iastate.edu/resources/faculty-handbook
http://new.dso.iastate.edu/sa/
http://www.provost.iastate.edu/resources/faculty-handbook
http://new.dso.iastate.edu/sa/
http://www.hrs.iastate.edu/hrs/node/99
http://www.hrs.iastate.edu/hrs/node/99
http://new.dso.iastate.edu/
http://www.hrs.iastate.edu/hrs/node/269
http://www.hrs.iastate.edu/hrs/node/269
http://new.dso.iastate.edu/dr/student
http://new.dso.iastate.edu/


 COURSE CALENDAR 

DATE  TOPIC 
Essential Questions 

READINGS  FOR CLASS  ASSIGNMENTS DUE 

UNIT 1 
Essential Question: Why and how should we teach social studies in elementary schools? 

August 21 THE SOCIAL STUDIES 
- What are the SS? 
- Why are they 

important? 

- Wheatley’s “Willingness 
to be Disturbed” 

- NCSS Statement on 
Powerful and Purposeful 
Elementary SS 

- A Different Mirror for 
Young Readers, Ch. 1 

Daily Wrap Up 
(every class on 
Canvas) 

August 28 THE HISTORY OF SS 
- What is the history and 

current status of 
elementary SS? 

- What are the SS wars? 

- Boyle-Baise & Zevin 
- Heafner et al. 
- Hirsch 
- Fineberg 

Entry Ticket (every 
class on Canvas) 
Professional 
Development Plan, 
Part I 

September 4 LABOR DAY - NO CLASS 

September 11 CIVICS & CITIZENSHIP 
- What does it mean to 

educate for citizenship? 
- How can you promote 

civics and social action? 
- What is the role of 

controversial issues and 
current events? 

- Black Ants & Buddhists, 
Prologue, Ch. 1, 2, 3 

- Salas 
- Payne 

Choose one current 
“controversial” issue and its 
readings for in-class centers: 
IMMIGRATION 

- Cornell Gonzalez 
RACIAL REPRESENTATION 

- Thomas, Reese & 
Horning 

- Sieff OR Alarcón et al. 

Professional 
Development Plan, 
Part II 

September 18 DESIGNING AN 
INQUIRY-BASED UNIT 

- How can you create 
space for student voice? 

- How do you create 
essential questions? 

- What does 
differentiation look like? 

- Black Ants & Buddhists, 
Ch. 3, 4, 5 

- Whitlock & Brugar 
- Wiggins & McTighe 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/14P8HAPWYPyGCuJgSM7wm-S5KEFI_uBXIMtVpI6ggX2g/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Df7cLL4PJMAhVQA5JdPc6UyeBzexoq1zdDDiikVH4W8/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.fitnyc.edu/files/pdfs/Backward_design.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14P8HAPWYPyGCuJgSM7wm-S5KEFI_uBXIMtVpI6ggX2g/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Df7cLL4PJMAhVQA5JdPc6UyeBzexoq1zdDDiikVH4W8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Df7cLL4PJMAhVQA5JdPc6UyeBzexoq1zdDDiikVH4W8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14P8HAPWYPyGCuJgSM7wm-S5KEFI_uBXIMtVpI6ggX2g/edit?usp=sharing


- What does assessment 
look like? 

September 25- 
October 20 

PRACTICUM - NO CLASS 
Complete Scavenger Hunt & Classroom Library Inventory during Practicum 

UNIT 2 
Essential Question: How can the different social studies disciplines help our students’ inquiry? 

October 23 HISTORICAL THINKING 
- What is historical 

thinking and how can it 
be integrated into a 
PK-3 classroom? 

- Black Ants & Buddhists, 
Ch. 7 & 8 

- Kent 
- Kohl 

Scavenger Hunt & 
Classroom Library 
Inventory due 

October 30 GEOGRAPHIC THINKING 
- What is geographic 

thinking and how can it 
be integrated into a 
PK-3 classroom? 

- Fantozzi, Cottino & 
Gennarelli 

- Gandy 
- Ballock & Lucas 

 

November 6 ECONOMIC THINKING 
- What is economic 

thinking and how can it 
be integrated into a 
PK-3 classroom? 

- Lucey & Laney 
- Meszaros & Evans 
- Otlin 

 

November 13 SOCIOLOGICAL THINKING 
- What is sociological 

thinking and how can it 
be integrated into a 
PK-3 classroom? 

- Black Ants & Buddhists, 
Ch. 9, 10, & 11 

- Tempel 
- Winkler 

Professional 
Development Plan 

November 20 THANKSGIVING WEEK - NO CLASS 

UNIT 3 
Essential Question: How can we design integrated lessons and units? 

November 27 INTEGRATION/ 
WORKSHOP DAY 

Everyone reads: 
  - Ackermann, Howson &  
    Mulrey 
 
Then choose TWO based on 
your interest: 
English Language Learners 
  - Cruz & Thornton 
  - Rodriguez, Salinas &  
    Guberman 

Professional 
Development Plan, 
Part III 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LMjRVj-cLlk71LUdsv1ZAOD0xOM9-QbBDXXQs8WgFg8/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.leeandlow.com/uploads/loaded_document/408/Classroom-Library-Questionnaire_FINAL.pdf
https://www.leeandlow.com/uploads/loaded_document/408/Classroom-Library-Questionnaire_FINAL.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LMjRVj-cLlk71LUdsv1ZAOD0xOM9-QbBDXXQs8WgFg8/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.leeandlow.com/uploads/loaded_document/408/Classroom-Library-Questionnaire_FINAL.pdf


Arts Integration 
(see Canvas) 
 
Science Integration 
(see Canvas) 
 
Math Integration 
(see Canvas) 

December 4 INTEGRATION/ 
WORKSHOP DAY 

  

December 11 FINAL EXAM  Professionalism 
Reflection due, Unit 
Plan Challenge due 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1l5RKyg3ExqntxPZn9IqPGiJiC2x_2wjCmx-JcoUcKDE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1l5RKyg3ExqntxPZn9IqPGiJiC2x_2wjCmx-JcoUcKDE/edit?usp=sharing

