
Methods of Teaching In and Through Art 
   Art ED 209   Section D   Fall Semester 2017 

INSTRUCTOR: DR. BARBARA CALDWELL 

CLASS LOCATION: 316 Design      TIME: Mon./Weds. 10:00 am -11:50 am  

OFFICE: 397 Design      OFFICE HOURS: As Arranged  

PHONE: 515- 294-4262      E-MAIL: bacald@iastate.edu  

Course Description:  Methods of teaching in and through visual art are experienced and applied 
in this course. Art- centered and interdisciplinary art education methods for K-8 teaching are 
designed to develop creativity, authentic expression, collaboration, aesthetic sensitivity, and 
pluralistic, global perspectives.  

Text and Packet: Emphasis Art: A Qualitative Art Program for Elementary and Middle Schools, 
Ninth Edition by Frank Wachowiak and Robert D. Clements (recommended and at UBS/Online)  

Methods of Teaching In and Through Art Packet, Art Ed 209 Compiled by Dr. Barbara Caldwell 
from varied Art Education resources (required and available at Copyworks). 

Attendance and Respectful Participation: Consistent attendance, respectful participation, and 
collaboration are very important in this experiential course. Each student is expected to 
contribute a positive, cooperative attitude to create a learning community supportive of rich, 
authentic expression.  Participation at the high level required for ones creativity to flourish 
involves showing respect for self, classmates, and the creative process.  

Respect for diversity in people, ideas and art is an important part of pluralistic art education. Each 
person’s unique gifts and life experiences will contribute to building a class that fosters academic and 
creative growth. Art experiences involve hands-on, minds-on, heart-full engagement. To support 
cooperative, focused learning, no electronic devices are used without permission (except during 
break).  Respectful attention and cooperation are required. 

Anyone who is not feeling well should stay at home. Three absences are allowed. More than 
three absences will lower the final grade. Each student who misses class is responsible for 
finding out about and completing work missed during their absence.  

Instructional Strategies, Methods, and Settings: 
 
A variety of teaching methods are used to facilitate learning and growth. Lectures, 
individual/collaborative art experiences, reflective writing, creative thinking activities, cultural 
events, etc. promote multidimensional learning, growth and varied perspectives for K-8 
education. Naturalistic teaching methods foster inquiry-based learning, authenticity, and 
innovation; this requires self-pacing, creative experimentation, and perseverance.  Class atmosphere 
will shift from concentration during lectures/demos/videos, to cooperative engagement during 
group projects, to peaceful, creative flow during studio time. Gallery and outdoor settings will 
provide expanded learning spaces. 



 
Types of Assignments and Assessments 
 
Course assignments foster aesthetic sensitivity (engagement with beauty), individualized art and 
teaching skill development, collaboration, knowledge of art and design basics, and respect for 
diversity in art and teaching (InTASC #1#2#3#4). Students are expected to prepare for 
discussions and activities by reading the text and packet, doing preparatory ideation/imaging, and 
reflecting on themes as assigned (InTASC #4). Students will learn through viewing, analyzing, 
and creating art as well as through writing about in-class activities (InTASC #1, #4,#5,#6,#7). 
Learning environments will be formulated in collaborative activities honoring diversity( InTASC 
#2 and #3)  community-based aesthetic experiences, and cultural events (InTASC #2 and #3). 
Students will use traditional and electronic technologies to create art and instructional strategies. 
(InTASC# 8 and #8a). Strategies will  foster caring and creativity. Students will apply learning to 
the creative and social needs as well as character development of future learners (InTASC #9) 
and give collaborative presentations that foster leadership skill development (InTASC # 10). 

Students will keep assignments, handouts, small 2D projects, class notes, and creative ideation in 
an Art Ed 209x Journal (9” x 12”sketchbook). Larger projects are stored in big portfolios. Class 
notes, experiential learning reflections, cultural events, and notes regarding art topics/methods 
and art analysis will be kept in the journal.  Journal design is to be neat, thoughtfully composed, 
and personally authentic. Journal and portfolio are to be kept up to date and are cumulatively 
assessed.  

Each assignment will have multi-level goals and must be presented according to project criteria. 
When cumulatively assessed all project criteria will be considered. Student learning and growth 
will be evaluated with authentic, reflective, formative and summative assessments such as tests, 
reflections, and journal/portfolio assessment. Late projects will lower grade.  

The course Journal will be turned in at midterm and the start of dead week. The completed art Portfolio 
will be turned in the last class meeting of the week before finals. Group activities are conducted dead 
week. The final exam and project highlight meaningful art teaching methods and growth in artful 
awareness, empathy, professional ethics and authentic vision. Students will hand in digital images of their 
portfolio. The final project, portfolio photos and exam are due Finals Week.  

Special Needs Accommodation   

 Please inform the professor of any special needs. Iowa State University is committed to assuring 
that all educational activities are free from discrimination and harassment based on disability 
status. All students requesting accommodations are required to meet with staff in Student 
Disability Resources (SDR) to establish eligibility.  A Student Academic Accommodation 
Request (SAAR) form will be provided to eligible students. The provision of reasonable 
accommodations in this course will be arranged after timely delivery of the SAAR form to the 
instructor.  Students are encouraged to deliver completed SAAR forms as early in the semester as 
possible.  SDR, a unit in the Dean of Students Office, is located in room 1076, Student Services 
Building or online at www.dso.iastate.edu/dr/.  Contact SDR by e-mail at 
disabilityresources@iastate.edu or by phone at 515-294-7220 for additional information. 



Aspirations and Expectations for Student Learning and Transformation  
    Addressing InTASC goals 

Each Art Ed 209 student is expected to grow, learn and transform as they: 
 
1) Expand authentic expression and aesthetic sensitivity, discovering beauty in life and art 

2) Gain confidence in teaching and integrating art media and methods in the K-8 curriculum 

3) Know significant benefits of art education supportive of artistic, social and emotional growth 

4) Value the art experience as a significant “way of knowing” that engages higher-level thinking 

5) Deepen a sense of wonder and eye for detail in art, nature and design 

6) Enjoy the process of innovation, improvisation and creative problem solving 

7) See how art helps people connect across difference and convey diverse traditions/perspectives 

8) Discover ways art communicates human commonalties such as: joy in aesthetic experiences, 

affirmation in a sense of belonging, and perseverance in navigating challenges 

9) Become familiar with ways to help “unblock” and develop creative abilities in self and others 

10) Observe methods for building synergy in a positive learner-centered environment that 

motivates, connects, and engages students 

11) Learn ways pluralistic art education can build appreciation for diversity in people and in art  

12) Detect ways the art elements and design principles enhance art, engage the senses and 

convey mood/ideas  

13) Understand ways of using symbols and metaphors in art to convey meaning 

14) See how personal authenticity, intention, and creative discovery can enrich art  

16) Experience teaching methods in studio and natural settings that enhance aesthetic awareness, 

creativity and artistic growth 

15) Discover the motivational qualities of the artistic process and the importance of moving 

beyond product-oriented activities 

16) Experience a variety of art media, techniques, and learning environments appropriate for 

elementary and middle school art/thinking activities 

17) Discover ways traditional art media/ electronic media can enhance teaching resourcefulness 

18) Invent art experiences that encourage creativity, community, and art skill development 

19) See ways state/national art curriculum goals connect to meaningful instructional design 

20)  Learn how art displays can be used to enhance student self-esteem, promote community 

relations and provide art advocacy 



21) See that authentic art experiences can be motivational/proactive classroom management 

22) Invent ways to integrate art that build knowledge, caring and interdisciplinary connections 

23) Appreciate ways art can help students with diverse needs (ie. strengths in varied/multiple 

intelligences, English language learners, limited/differing abilities, gifted and talented) 

24) Discover ways community art/cultural events can enhance learning (see ISU homepage) 

25) Develop a resource file/portfolio that includes art education ideas, creative process 

documentation, art projects, as well as meaningful class assignments and reflections 

26) See the value of professional development, aspirations and ethics in art education 

27) Contribute to and benefit from a positive, artful and supportive learning environment 

28) Gain confidence in creative abilities and value learning that occurs in and through art. 
 

Primary	  Student	  Learning	  Outcomes	  

Students taking Art Ed 209 will: 

1. )  Gain a general understanding of the philosophies, benefits, and concepts of art and art 
education and their impact on learner development in K-8 education. (InTASC #1,2,3,4) 

 
2. ) Be able to discuss, reflect upon and write about current issues/initiatives in art education 

individual and collaborative creative processes/products, natural and museum-based 
aesthetic experiences, and cultural events.(InTASC #2, 3, 4, 5, 6,7,8,9, 10) 

 
3. )  Link understandings of art education priorities and practices to art teaching methods, 

content, community building activities, and curriculum integration through art project 
participation, development, and reflection. (InTASC 1, 3, 4, 5, 9) 

 
4. ) Begin to demonstrate competency in identifying and creating holistic, pluralistic art 

education teaching strategies, lesson ideas, and connections to the world of art using 
traditional and electronic technologies. (InTASC 1, 2, 3, 5,6, 7,8, 8a) 

 
5) Create interdisciplinary connections to the visual arts that incorporate authenticity, content 
knowledge, empathy and professional ethics for meaningful, integrated pluralistic art 
education in K-8 educational settings. (InTASC 1,2, 4,5,8,9) 
 
Grade Distribution   
Test/s          40% 
Journal/Portfolio      40% 
Cultural/Artist Inspirations/Caring Connections  20%  

 



Art Ed 209 Course Conceptual and Curricular Touchstones:  Art and interdisciplinary art 
education methods and content are inspired by the SOE Vision and Conceptual Framework, 
which fosters multidimensional growth, equity and professionalism in ISU future teachers. The 
course is confluent with National Standards in Art Education, InTASC goals, and the Universal 
Constructs adapted by the Art Educators of Iowa including: Creativity, Collaboration, Flexibility 
and Adaptability, Critical Thinking, Complex Communication, and Accountability and 
Productivity. 

ISU Educator Preparation Program Conceptual Framework: The ISU educator preparation 
program is founded on the land grant commitment of access and opportunity when serving the 
people of Iowa, the nation, and the world. Like the University, the ISU educator preparation 
program is fundamentally grounded in the science and technology of living and learning. The 
themes of leadership, equity, critical thinking, and innovation are intentionally woven throughout 
the fabric of this program in order to help today’s learners achieve to their full potential. 
Additional information about the framework can be found 
at: http://www.education.iastate.edu/accreditation/iowa-state-university-educator-preparation-
program-conceptual-framework/ 

 

Iowa State University Teaching Standards  

The Learner and Learning  

#1: Learner Development. The teacher understands how learners grow and develop, recognizing 
that patterns of learning and development vary individually within and across the cognitive, 
linguistic, social, emotional, and physical areas, and designs and implements developmentally 
appropriate and challenging learning experiences. 

#2: Learning Differences. The teacher uses understanding of individual differences and diverse 
cultures and communities to ensure inclusive learning environments that enable each learner to 
meet high standards. 

#3: Learning Environments. The teacher works with others to create environments that support 
individual and collaborative learning, and that encourage positive social interaction, active 
engagement in learning, and self-motivation. 

Content 

#4: Content Knowledge. The teacher understands the central concepts, tools of inquiry, and 
structures of the discipline(s) he or she teaches and creates learning experiences that make the 
discipline accessible and meaningful for learners to assure mastery of the content. 

#5: Application of Content. The teacher understands how to connect concepts and use differing 
perspectives to engage learners in critical thinking, creativity, and collaborative problem solving 
related to authentic local and global issues. 

 



 

Instructional Practices 

#6: Assessment. The teacher understands and uses multiple methods of assessment to engage 
learners in their own growth, to monitor learner progress, and to guide the teacher’s and learner’s 
decision making. 

#7: Planning for Instruction. The teacher plans instruction that supports every student in meeting 
rigorous learning goals by drawing upon knowledge of content areas, curriculum, cross-
disciplinary skills, and pedagogy, as well as knowledge of learners and the community context. 

#8: Instructional Strategies. The teacher understands and uses a variety of instructional strategies 
to encourage learners to develop deep understanding of content areas and their connections, and 
to build skills to apply knowledge in meaningful ways. #8A: Technology. The teacher integrates 
current and emerging technology in instruction to encourage student creativity, problem solving, 
collaboration, and digital literacy.  Teachers practice and advocate safe, legal, and responsible 
use of information and technology. 

Professional Responsibility 

#9: Professional Learning and Ethical Practice. The teacher engages in ongoing professional 
learning and uses evidence to continually evaluate his/her practice, particularly the effects of 
his/her choices and actions on others (learners, families, other professionals, and the 
community), and adapts practice to meet the needs of each learner. 

#10: Leadership and Collaboration. The teacher seeks appropriate leadership roles and 
opportunities to take responsibility for student learning, to collaborate with learners, families, 
colleagues, other school professionals, and community members to ensure learner growth, and to 
advance the profession. 

College of Human Sciences Core Learning Outcomes addressed in Art ED 209 

Component	   Core Learning Outcomes	  
Communication	   Communicate with clear purpose, workable organization and effective 

style in written, oral, visual and electric (WOVE) formats without 
distracting errors in usage or convention	  

Self-Assessment/Self-
Reflection	  

Consistently and realistically analyze and evaluate one’s own 
knowledge, abilities and actions in comparison to professional 
standards and create action plans to enhance personal and professional 
efficacy.	  

Critical thinking	   Generate, acquire and evaluate information based on scientific 
evidence, creative processes, and logical and ethical reasoning to make 
decisions and solve problems in one’s personal, professional and 
community endeavors. 	  

Social Justice	   Articulate and demonstrate a clear concept of a just society in which 
individuals and groups equitably share in societal benefits within a 
global community	  



 Art Ed 209 Supply List 

Most art supplies will be provided in class, yet it is important to have some of your own to use 
both at school and at home as needed. 

Required: 

q Spiral Bound or hard cover drawing pad (at least 9” x 12”, 100 sheets) 
 

q 2 black felt-tip markers (fine and medium), pencil and pen 
 

q Magazines and images or collage and inspiration 
 

q Photo of self to use in collage 
 

q Bamboo paint brush (under $5) 
 

q Colored pencils (Prismacolor are the best) 
 

q Glue sticks (Rubber cement may be used at home) 
 

q Art eraser (Pearl, Gum or Kneaded) 
 

q Found and natural materials/ objects (ie, all leaves, sticks, buttons, etc)-TBA 
 

q Tool box or inventive supply box and storage for 3d art—(ie, shoe boxes). 
 

q A camera with digital memory card or phone with a camera  
 
q Scanning, Copying and Professional Photo printing will be needed for some assignments 
 

 

Recommended, but Optional: 

q Varied drawing pencils (ie, 2B, HB, 2H, ebony, etc.) 
 

q Crayons and a small set of markers 
 

q Elmer’s Glue /Rubber Cement (only used at home) 
 

q Garbage bag for waterproofing large projects/portfolios transported on rainy days 
 

q Recyclable found and shared art materials such as magazines, newspapers, plastic/cardboard 
containers as needed and/or announced. 


