
HDFS 395 XW  
Children, Families and Public Policy 

Human Development and Family Studies 
College of Human Sciences 

Iowa State University 
Summer 2017  

June 12-August 4 
 

  
Instructor: Dr. Diana Lang Baltimore 
E-mail: dianab1@iastate.edu  
Office location: 1314 Palmer Building  
Office hours: Scheduled by appointment at your convenience. I am also available via 
email at your convenience.  
          
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

Crosson-Tower, C. (2013). Exploring child welfare: A practice perspective (6th edition). 

Allyn & Bacon, Inc.   

 

                                                       

A hard-bound copy of the text is on reserve at the ISU library under HDFS 395. 
 

Blackboard (Bb): You must be able to access Bb at least 3-4 times per week throughout 

the entire summer for assignments, online activities, notes, announcements, discussion 

board activities, communication, course information, and grade postings. 

 

Prerequisites: 6 credits of social sciences AND completion of HD FS 269, HD FS 369, 

or a similar research methods course (e.g., Psych. 301, Soc. 302). 

 

CONTACT WITH INSTRUCTOR 
Please feel free to contact me via e–mail, if you have any questions throughout the summer. I 

am happy to meet with you on the ISU campus, also. 

 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
Welcome to HDFS 395! I look forward to learning together with you. This course is 

designed to educate you about the important topics of public policy and politics as they 

affect children and families across the lifespan. The course will provide you with an 

understanding of social welfare policy as it impacts children and families in Iowa and in 

the United States. The policy process will be examined from the initial development of a 

policy, to its implementation, and its evaluation. We will examine how individuals and 

groups influence policy, analyze the development and impact of public policies, and 

discuss current issues affecting the economic well-being and welfare of children and 

families and apply theories to policies. Specific policy areas to be discussed include, but 
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are not limited to, education, health care, child welfare, poverty, and aging. Federal and 

state programs in these policy areas will be studied from an historical viewpoint and from 

a current perspective.  

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  At the end of the semester each student will: 

 

1. Understand how a policy is developed or modified in the United States; 

2. Understand the historical development of social policies in the United States; 

3. Be able to define and understand the differences between key concepts in social 

policy; 

4. Be able to discuss and critically evaluate contemporary issues in the development 

of social welfare policy; and 

5. Identify and critically apply an evidence-based research perspective to specific 

issues in social policy areas including family poverty, health care, education, 

child welfare, and aging. 

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

Welcome to online learning!! Please read the syllabus and refer to it frequently. You 

must log in to Blackboard at least 3-4 times per week to participate in discussions and to 

complete readings and assignments by the due dates.  

 

Course Format:  This course will be taught completely online via Blackboard Learn. 

Course content will be presented through a variety of approaches on Blackboard, 

including audio/visual material, notes, online discussions, Learning Journals, and 

individual work. Successful completion of this course is dependent upon your full 

participation. You will work through weekly learning modules designed to meet course 

outcomes. These modules must be completed according to the dates indicated on the 

syllabus (no make-up opportunities are available). In order to supplement your learning, a 

software program called Panopto will be used within Blackboard to provide some online 

lectures. These lectures are prerecorded and are archived for you to review at any time 

while the module is open. Some lectures are fairly short while others are lengthy. Each 

lecture will be available 11 a.m. of the week the material is being covered. To view the 

Panopto lectures, click on the link provided in Blackboard in the unit you are trying to 

view; use your ISU net-id as your username and your ISU password. Opening the web 

page in a new window tends to work best.  

 

Blackboard: Because all materials are only available online, you must become familiar 

with Blackboard and all of its functions within the first week of class. Please copy and 

paste the link below into your browser to learn more about using Blackboard and to find 

troubleshooting tips if you have technical difficulties: 

http://www.celt.iastate.edu/elearning/?page_id=5268. If you encounter difficulties with 

your Blackboard Learn login and password, contact the College of Human Sciences’ 

Office of Distance Education & Educational Technology at hsde@iastate.edu or at (877) 

891-5349. If you need general computer/technical assistance, contact the ISU IT Help 

Desk at 515-294-4000.  Other helpful hints include: 

 

http://www.celt.iastate.edu/elearning/?page_id=5268
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1. Conducting a browser checkup 

https://bb.its.iastate.edu/webapps/dur-browserCheck-BBLEARN/module/testBrowser.jsp 

 

2. Ensuring you have the most recent version of Java. For a free download please visit 

http://www.java.com/en/download/testjava.jsp. 

 

3. Establishing a back-up plan for internet problems (i.e., a computer lab, a computer 

at a friend’s house, a library with reliable internet service). I highly recommend that you 

save all of your work regularly and in several locations, such as on a personal computer 

and a flash drive, as technological issues may arise. If your work is lost because your 

internet service is disrupted, there are no options for make-up work. *Use RELIABLE 

internet access to complete the course requirements.* If your internet access fails in the 

middle of submitting an assignment immediately before a deadline, you will not be 

allowed to receive points for the late assignment.  

 

Readings/Assignments: All readings should be completed prior to engaging in all 

activities or assignments. Readings are assigned for each week according to the 

syllabus dates and module folders. It is extremely important that you read all assigned 

chapters/postings, because they are designed to supplement the information and provide 

opportunities to process what you have learned. A minimum of eight to twelve hours of 

reading, studying, and completing homework will be needed to be prepared for each 

week and to keep up with all assignments.  

 

Word document and formatting requirements: All assignments uploaded to 

Blackboard must be submitted as a Word document (except for PDF attachments of a bill 

and/or a journal article). I do not have the ability to open documents saved in any other 

format besides a PC, which means that I cannot open Macintosh documents. If you 

submit a document that is not in a Word format, your score for that assignment will 

automatically be reduced by 5 points and you must re-submit a Word document within 

two days of me notifying you, or your score will remain a 0. All work must be submitted 

in a 12-point, Times New Roman font. 

Due dates: All work assigned must be completed on time. Since this is an online course 
you are able to work ahead in the week. The assignments and discussions are due 
according to the module folders (either Wednesday at 11 p.m. or Monday at 11:00 a.m.). 
Because this is a shortened, fast-paced course, absolutely no late work will be 
accepted (your score for all late work will be a 0). In the event of a documented 
emergency, assignments may be accepted with proper documentation. Legitimacy of the 
excuse will be determined by the instructor and arrangements for a make–up will be 
made subsequently. 
 
Professional and respectful learning environment: Professionalism and respect are 
expected and required for this course. Due to the sensitive nature of this course content, 
all students are reminded to respect the beliefs, opinions, and feelings of their peers. All 
students will be provided the opportunity to voice their opinions on topics. Respect and 
professional discourse are required. Inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated and will 
be referred to your academic advisor or department chair and may result in you being 
dropped from the course. Remember to uphold the ISU Code of Computer Ethics and 
Acceptable Use at all times: http://policy.iastate.edu/policy/it/ethics/#1 

http://www.java.com/en/download/testjava.jsp
http://policy.iastate.edu/policy/it/ethics/#1


 4 

Some content and online videos may challenge assumptions or beliefs you have related to 
policies. As a result, you may find your participation makes you uncomfortable on 
occasion. Experiencing dissonance, while not always pleasant at the time, may ultimately 
prove rewarding and help you in both your professional and personal growth and 
development. I believe that effective education is an exchange between all participants 
and instructors, and, therefore, each student must become an active participant in this 
course.  
 
Discussion board posts (all initial discussion board posts are due by Wednesday at 11 

p.m. and all remaining posts are due by Monday at 11 a.m.): You will participate in 

discussion board posts as indicated in each module folder and the syllabus. You must 

have all initial and final comments posted by the due dates and times (see each module 

folder and syllabus) to earn full credit. No credit will be provided for any late or missed 

posts. Discussion board posts cannot be made up. Further details are posted on the 

Blackboard discussion boards and within each module. It is expected that your posts to 

peers will be respectful and thoughtful; this means all of your responses must contain 

more than “I agree” or “I disagree.” Diverse, personal opinions and reactions are 

encouraged as long as they are stated in a thoughtful and respectful manner. It is your 

responsibility to read my feedback and your peers’ comments for further learning. Also, 

please use the discussion board to ask your peers questions about the course content, 

clarify expectations, follow-up on others’ comments or personal experiences, etc. 

Excuses for missed work are not needed because missed activities cannot be made up. 

If you have extenuating circumstances, please e-mail me immediately.  

 

Assignments: You will complete individual assignments that are due on the dates 

designated in the syllabus and within each module folder. Detailed information about 

each assignment will be posted on Blackboard for the respective week/module. All 

assignments must be submitted via Blackboard as a Word document on the “assignment 

tab.” Blackboard provides you with a confirmation of the attachment and 

submission so please look for that confirmation to ensure every assignment is 

received on time.  

 

Learning Journals (LJ): Students will maintain confidential, weekly LJs to answer all 

questions posed during modules 1 through 6 and to write about their thoughts, feelings, 

current events related to course content, personal experiences, and new knowledge gained 

throughout the module. Students must submit a Word document as an attachment, per the 

due dates in the syllabus. All LJ entries will only be accessible to the instructor, so all 

students are highly encouraged to provide candid reflections for the most optimal 

learning experiences. All LJs must be double-spaced and use a 12-point, Times-New 

Roman font.  

 

Individual appointments: Although this is an online class, I am available to you via e-

mail or individual meetings on the ISU campus.  

 

Personal interaction: Your personal interaction with the issues covered during the 

semester is a significant element of this course. You may share your personal views 

during discussions, assignments, confidential LJ entries, or in individual conferences with 

me. If you are having particular difficulty processing some of the information or you 
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have personal concerns, please contact me. If you have any extenuating circumstances, 

please e-mail me immediately. I want this to be an optimal experience for all of us! 

 

Legitimate absences: Written documentation for all legitimate missed or late 

assignments must be provided prior to the anticipated missed work. All emergencies 

must have written documentation; notify me as soon as possible.  

 

SPECIAL ACCOMMODATIONS 

Iowa State University complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act and Sect 504 of 

the Rehabilitation Act.  Iowa State University is committed to assuring that all 

educational activities are free from discrimination and harassment based on disability 

status.  All students requesting accommodations are required to meet with staff in Student 

Disability Resources (SDR) to establish eligibility. A Student Academic Accommodation 

Request (SAAR) form will be provided to eligible students. The provision of reasonable 

accommodations in this course will be arranged after timely delivery of the SAAR form 

to the instructor.  Students must deliver completed SAAR forms to Dr. Baltimore as soon 

as they receive their SAAR form.  SDR, a unit in the Dean of Students Office, is located 

in room 1076, Student Services Building.  Students may contact SDR staff online at 

www.dso.iastate.edu/dr/, by e-mail at disabilityresources@iastate.edu, or by phone at 

515-294-7220 for additional information.   

 

ACADEMIC HONESTY 

High standards of academic honesty are expected in this course.  Students are expected to 

complete their own work.  The “ISU Academic Dishonesty Policy” is strictly enforced in 

this class. Anyone suspected of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Dean of 

Students Office. This policy may be found at: 

http://www.dso.iastate.edu/ja/academic/misconduct.html.   

 

Academic misconduct includes, but is not limited to, using work you submitted for 

another class without proper citations, using others’ work, and writing ideas, facts or 

opinions that are not your own, without citing the appropriate source. Other examples 

include: copying another student’s work; collaborating, or sharing information, with 

another student for completing tests or homework, when not authorized to do so by the 

instructor; purchasing a paper from another student and submitting the work as your own; 

selling your work to another student; or having another student complete your work or 

test.  

 

HARASSMENT AND DISCRIMINATION 
Iowa State University strives to maintain our campus as a place of work and study for 

faculty, staff, and students that is free of all forms of prohibited discrimination and 

harassment based upon race, ethnicity, sex (including sexual assault), pregnancy, color, 

religion, national origin, physical or mental disability, age, marital status, sexual 

orientation, gender identity, genetic information, or status as a U.S. veteran. Students who 

have concerns about such behavior should contact their instructor, Student Assistance at 

515-294-1020, or email dso-sas@iastate.edu, or contact the Office of Equal Opportunity 

and Compliance at 515-294-7612. 

http://www.dso.iastate.edu/dr/
http://www.dso.iastate.edu/ja/academic/misconduct.html
http://new.dso.iastate.edu/sa/
mailto:dso-sas%40iastate.edu
http://www.hrs.iastate.edu/hrs/node/99
http://www.hrs.iastate.edu/hrs/node/99
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DEAD WEEK 
This class follows the Iowa State University Dead Week policy as noted in section 10.6.4 

of the Faculty Handbook: http://www.provost.iastate.edu/resources/faculty-handbook. 

 

RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATION 

If an academic or work requirement conflicts with your religious practices and/or 

observances, you may request reasonable accommodations. Your request must be in 

writing, and your instructor or supervisor will review the request. You or your instructor 

may also seek assistance from the Dean of Students Office or the Office of Equal 

Opportunity and Compliance. 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

If you are experiencing, or have experienced, a problem with any of the above issues, 

email academicissues@iastate.edu. 

 

COURSE OUTLINE  
The order and contents of the course may change due to need and unforeseen 

circumstances to ensure the most positive educational experience. Some topics may take 

longer or less time than planned. 
 
Module 1 

 

Topics  Readings and assignments: Initial discussion board posts are due 

Friday at 11 a.m. (for this module only); all other posts for this 

module are due by Monday at 11 a.m. 

6/12-6/19 Introduction and 
policy overview; 

Chapter 1: 
Children: Our 

Most Important 
Resource; 

Chapter 2: The 
Changing Family  

1. Learn how to use Bb 

2. Read chapters 1 and 2, all PPTs, lectures, attachments, and 

watch videos  

3. Complete discussion board posts (25 points) 

4. Answer all Learning Journal questions for module 1(due 

6/26 at 11 a.m.)  

5. Read the journal article review template, the Word document 

containing explanations of “Scholarly Journal” articles, and 

“briefly read/scan” the sample journal articles. In the next 

module, you will find a peer-reviewed research journal 

article related to any family policy issue and complete the 

template. 

Module 2 

 

Topics  Readings and assignments: Initial discussion board posts are due 

by Wednesday at 11 p.m.; all other posts are due by Monday at  

11 a.m.  

6/19-6/26 Chapter 4: 
Current Societal 

Problems and 
Their Impact on 

Children; 
Chapter 5: Early 
Education and 

Care 

1. Read Chapters 4 and 5, all PPTs, lectures, and attachments, 

and watch videos 

2. Complete discussion board posts (25 points) 

3. Submit Learning Journal for modules 1 and 2 by 6/26 at 11 

a.m. (30 points) 

4. Review the letter to an editor extra credit opportunity. Ask 

your peers questions regarding this opportunity via the 

discussion board 

5. Find a peer-review research-based journal article (see  

the “Scholarly Journal article review” Word document). Post 

your peer-reviewed research journal article on the discussion 

http://www.provost.iastate.edu/resources/faculty-handbook
mailto:academicissues@iastate.edu
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board (5 points). Review and comment on others’ articles. 

6. Start completing the peer-reviewed journal article template 

that is due on 7/3.  

Module 3 

 

Topics  Readings and assignments: Initial discussion board posts are due 

by Wednesday at 11 p.m.; all other posts are due by Monday at  

11 a.m. 

6/26-7/3 Chapter 3: 

Children and 

Poverty; Chapter 

10: Teen 

Pregnancy; 

Health Care 

(Medicaid, 

Hawk-I, 

Medicare) 

1. Read Chapters 3 and 10 and all PPTs, watch all videos  

2. Complete discussion board posts (25 points) 

3. Answer all Learning Journal questions for module 3 (due 

7/10 at 11 a.m.) 

4. Complete and submit the peer-review journal article 

template via the “template overview” assignment tab by 7/3 

at 11 a.m. (20 points).   

5. Submit the letter to an editor EXTRA CREDIT opportunity 

(5 points) by 7/17 at 11 a.m. If it is published in a 

newspaper or online source BEFORE Aug. 2, you will 

receive an additional 5 points of extra credit. 

Module 4 

 

Topics  Readings and assignments: Initial discussion board posts are due 

by Wednesday at 11 p.m.; all other posts are due by Monday at  

11 a.m. 

7/3-7/10 

 

Chapter 6: 
Counseling for 
Families and 

Children; 
Chapter 7: 
Protecting 

Children When 
Families Cannot; 

Chapter 8: 
Family 

Preservation or 
Child 

Placement? 
Family Impact 

Analysis 
Checklist 

1. Read Chapters 6, 7 and 8, all PPTs, and watch videos 

2. Submit Learning Journal for modules 3 and 4 by Monday, 

7/10 at 11 a.m. (30 points) 

3. Complete discussion board posts (25 points) 

4. Read the Family Impact Checklist and the sample of a 

completed checklist. You will complete a checklist in the 

next module (due 7/17),  

  

Module 5 

 

Topics  Readings and assignments: Initial discussion board posts are due 

by Wednesday at 11 p.m.; all other posts are due by Monday at  

11 a.m. 

7/10-7/17 Chapter 11: 
Children in 

Family Foster 
Care; Chapter 

12: The 
Adoption of 

Children; 
Chapter 13: 
Children in 
Residential 

Settings 

1.    Read Chapters 11, 12, and 13, all PPTs, readings on 
Blackboard, and videos  

2. Answer all Learning Journal questions (due 7/24 at 11 a.m.)  

3. Submit your completed Family Impact Checklist via the 

“assignment” tab (due 7/17 at 11 a.m.; 20 points) 

4. Complete discussion board posts (25 points) 

5. Review and start working on individual final paper (due 

Aug. 4 at 11 p.m.) 

Module 6 

 

Topics  
 

Readings and assignments: Initial discussion board posts are due 

Wednesday by 11 p.m.; all other posts are due by Monday at  
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11 a.m.    

7/17-7/24 Aging-related 

policies; Family 

Theories 

1. Read all PPTs and handouts on Bb; watch videos 

2. Submit Family Impact Checklist via the “assignment” tab 

(7/17 at 11 a.m.; 20 points) 

3. Submit Learning Journal for modules 5 and 6 by 7/24 at 11 

a.m. (30 points) 
4. Complete discussion board posts (25 points) 

5. Continue working on final individual paper 

Modules  

7 & 8 

Topics  Readings and assignments: Initial discussion board posts are due 

Wednesday, July 26 at 11 p.m.; all other posts due by 

Wednesday, Aug. 2 at 11 a.m.   

7/24-8/4 Chapter 9: Court 

Services on 

Behalf of 

Children; 

Chapter 14: Our 

Children’s and 

Families’ 

Futures 

1. Read Chapters 9 and 14 and all PPTs on Bb 

2. Complete final paper and submit it via the “assignment” tab 

(100 points) by 11 p.m. on 8/4 
3. Complete discussion board posts (25 points) 

Grades will be based on a class and point distribution, not a percentage basis. A tentative 
final grading scale is at the end of this syllabus. 
 

Assignments and Points Overview        Points___ 

 

7 discussion board posts @ 25 points each                  175 

Initial posts are due by Wed. at 11 p.m.; all other posts are due by 11 a.m.  

on the following Monday 

 

3 Learning Journals @ 30 points each       90 

Due at 11 a.m. on 6/26 (module 2), 7/10 (module 4), 7/24 (module 6) 

 

Optional extra credit letter to the editor (due Monday, 7/17 at 11 a.m.)   5 (optional) 

I will provide 5 extra credit points for any letter to the editor that is published 

in any newspaper or online before August 2 

 

Peer-reviewed journal article review template (due Monday, 6/22 at 11 a.m.)        20 

 

Family Impact Checklist (due Monday, 7/17 at 11 a.m.)                                            20 

 

 

Individual final paper (due Friday, 8/4 at 11 p.m.)      100 
 

TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE        410 points 

 

I look forward to working with you this summer and am confident you will learn a great deal about 

family policy. Please contact me if you have any comments or questions. ~ Dr. Lang Baltimore 
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Below is the tentative final grading scale. The grading scale is NOT based on percentages, it is 

based on a point distribution. 

410-383 (A) 

382-372 (A-) 

371-366 (B+) 

365-349 (B) 

348-336 (B-) 

335-325 (C+) 

324-314 (C) 

313-302 (C-) 

301-294 (D+) 

293-281 (D) 

282-275 (D-) 

274-0 (F) 

 


