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CI 504: Social Foundations of Education in the United States 
School of Education, Iowa State University 

Summer 2017 
June 26 – July 21 

E1065 Lagomarcino Hall 
 
 
Teacher: Dr. Ellen E. Fairchild – please call me Ellen (preferred) or Dr. Fairchild     
Email: ellens.class@gmail.com 
Phone:  email is the best way to contact me 
 515 275-2652 (home)         
Office: E155B Lagomarcino Hall                    
Office Hours: Immediately following class 
  
   

About the course 
 

Social Foundations of Education in the United States is a core course in all teacher education programs at 
Iowa State University. The course has two core purposes: 
 

 Drawing upon the disciplinary tools of the humanities and social sciences, social foundations 
aims to help pre-service teachers ask critical questions about, and develop a nuanced 
understanding of:  

(a) Competing visions of the purpose(s) and practice(s) of education  
(b) The array of cultural, economic, historical, political and social ideas and contexts that 
inform educational structures, policies, and practices, and shape the educational 
experiences of individuals and social groups. 

 In addition to informing the day-to-day practices of teaching, social foundations aims for this 
nuanced understanding of ideas and contexts to foster a politically and socially conscious stance 
towards public schooling that enables teachers to act in particular places, such as their 
classrooms, schools, and communities, as informed and vociferous advocates for just social 
relations. 

 
The course is particularly attuned to questions of equitable educational opportunity.  Why, for instance, 
have some social groups historically had access to educational opportunities while others have not?  What 
are the contemporary struggles over equitable education?  And, what does it mean to have equitable 
educational opportunities?  
 
For more on Iowa State University’s Educator Preparation Program, including a vision statement and 
conceptual framework visit the School of Education website. 
 
As with all courses in the School of Education, this course is also aligned with College of Human 
Sciences Core Learning Outcomes: http://www.hs.iastate.edu/academics/core-learning-outcomes/  

 
Rules of the Game 

 
Much of this material is sure to spark debate. This is good! However, this makes it especially important 
that we listen to each other, respond to each other’s arguments (not persons), and try to model the type of 
democratic discourse we would like to see thrive in the general public. In other words, please be critical, 
but definitely be thoughtful. 
 
Additionally, there is a lot of reading in this course.. In order for class discussions to be educative it is 
important for everyone to complete the readings and other assigned material on time. You are required to 
bring copies of the readings to class. 
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Absences 
Every day of class equals one week of regular semester classes. Every absence is worth 2 points of your 
participation grade (10 total participation grade points). However, if you miss more than 4 total classes 
you will NOT pass the course. If you are not in class you cannot participate in class discussions, which 
are central to the course.  
 
Addressing Course Concerns 
If you have concerns about the course, please speak with me as soon as possible.  If you are 
uncomfortable speaking with me, for any reason, please contact the course supervisor, Dr. Isaac 
Gottesman (isaacg@iastate.edu).  If you are uncomfortable approaching Dr. Gottesman, please contact 
Dr. Anne Foegen, School of Education Director of Graduate Education (afoegen@iastate.edu).  
 
If you are uncomfortable contacting Dr. Foegen, or if you simply prefer to directly contact the university, 
please do so by sending an email to: academicissues@iastate.edu.  
 
Academic Dishonesty 
The class will follow Iowa State University’s policy on academic dishonesty. Anyone suspected of 
academic dishonesty will be reported to the Dean of Students Office. 
http://www.dso.iastate.edu/ja/academic/misconduct.html 
 
Disability Accommodation 
Iowa State University complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act and Sect 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act. If you have a disability and anticipate needing accommodations in this course, please 
contact me to set up a meeting within the first two weeks of the semester or as soon as you become aware 
of your need. Before meeting with me, you will need to obtain a SAAR form with recommendations for 
accommodations from the Disability Resources Office, located in Room 1076 on the main floor of the 
Student Services Building. Their telephone number is 515-294-7220 or email 
disabilityresources@iastate.edu. Retroactive requests for accommodations will not be honored. 
 
Religious Accommodation 
If an academic or work requirement conflicts with your religious practices and/or observances, you may 
request reasonable accommodations. Your request must be in writing, and I will review the request. You 
or I may also seek assistance from the Dean of Students Office or the Office of Equal Opportunity and 
Compliance. 
 
Harassment and Discrimination 
Iowa State University strives to maintain our campus as a place of work and study for faculty, staff, and 
students that is free of all forms of prohibited discrimination and harassment based upon race, ethnicity, 
sex (including sexual assault), pregnancy, color, religion, national origin, physical or mental disability, 
age, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, genetic information, or status as a U.S. veteran. 
Any student who has concerns about such behavior should contact his/her instructor, Student Assistance 
at 515-294-1020 or email dso-sas@iastate.edu, or the Office of Equal Opportunity and Compliance at 
515-294-7612. 

Readings are listed by day on Blackboard 
 
There are 3 required books available for purchase at the University Bookstore: 

 Counts, G (1978/1939). Dare the school build a new social order? Southern Illinois University 
Press. 

 Ravitch, D. (2013). Reign of error: The hoax of the privatization movement and the danger to 
America’s public schools. New York: Alfred A. Knopf. 

 Rury, J. (2015). Education and social change: Contours in the history of American schooling. 5th 
Edition. New York: Routledge. 
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 Additional readings will be available on Blackboard 
(https://bb.its.iastate.edu/webapps/portal/frameset.jsp) unless a link to the assigned text is 
provided. 

 
You are required to bring the assigned reading to class. This is NOT optional.  
 
I prefer that you print it out and bring a hard copy to class – one that you have marked and written all 
over. If you use an electronic reading device (computer, tablet, etc.) in class I expect you to focus ONLY 
on the readings…no Facebook, no surfing, no texting.  If I catch you doing those things and not focusing 
on the readings you will lose participation points.  You may NOT depend on your smartphone for the 
readings, only a computer or tablet is acceptable, if you do not have a printed copy. 
 

Assignments 
 
There are three types of writing assignments: (1) a short educational autobiography assignment, (2) an 
analytical response paper, and (3) a final essay. There are no quizzes, tests, or exams, though there will be 
in-class activities to be completed. A detailed description of each of the major assignments 
(autobiography, response paper, and final) is available on Blackboard. 
 
All papers should be single-spaced, 12-point font, Times New Roman, 1-inch margins all-around. At the 
top of the paper in the left hand corner write your name and the assignment. Do not write a title for your 
paper— use that space to write! All writing assignments are due at the beginning of class (paper copies 
only, no electronic copies accepted) on the due date listed. This is because each of the writing 
assignments is meant to help you think through the readings and/or ideas under consideration for the day 
they are assigned. An assignment is late if it is not turned in at the beginning of class (this includes the 
final paper). For every 24-hour block of time an assignment is late it will lose a point. If you know you 
are going to be absent please let me know ahead of time and email me your paper before the beginning of 
the class you will miss. For unplanned absences due to illness that prevents you from coming to class 
please email me the paper before class. Obviously, for extreme personal reasons for missing class (such as 
serious illness, family emergencies, etc.) please notify me as soon as possible so we can discuss options 
for turning in work. 
 

Grades 
Attendance: 10 points  
Each unexcused absence is worth 2 points of your participation grade.  If you miss more than four classes 
you will NOT pass the course. 
Autobiography: 10 points 
Reflection Paper: 20 points  
Assorted In-class activities: 20 points 
Final: 40 points  
 
Grades (in points): 
 
A:   94-100 points  B:   83-86  C:   73-76  D:   63-66 
A-:  90-93   B-:  80-82  C-:  70-72  D-:  60-62 
B+: 87-89   C+: 77-79  D+: 67-69  F:    59 and Below 

 
Note: I reserve the right to correct mistakes and/or alter the syllabus to meet the needs of 
the class. 

 
 
 

 


