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COURSE OVERVIEW AND OBJECTIVES 

 

Catalog Description: The relationship between college students and characteristics from 1950 to the 

present. Traditional assumptions about the impact of higher education on students will be reviewed and 

challenged. Campus issues and concerns relative to commuters and residential life. Participants will 

analyze institutional responses to students through college missions, organizational development, 

structure, core curriculum and retention. 

 

This course is designed for graduate students in higher education and related programs. Through a 

comprehensive review of theoretical and research scholarship, we will examine undergraduate student 

pathways and experiences in American higher education. Topics covered include historical and 

contemporary patterns of access for various student populations; student growth and change during 

matriculation; role of various institutional environments and cultures on student success; and influence 

administrative structures, policies, and practices (at campus, state, and federal levels) on student retention 

and completion.   

 

By the end of this course, students will be able to: 

 

 Assess influence of historical development of American higher education on current demographics 

trends at institutional, state, and national levels.  

 Understand growth and development during college for various subpopulations, including (but not 

limited to) differences related to age, disability, gender, race/ethnicity, religion, sexuality, and 

socioeconomic background. 

 Critique influence of campus climate, including structures, policies, and practices (overt and covert) 

on student experiences and outcomes   

 Acknowledge ways in which personal postsecondary experiences converge with and diverge from 

experiences of ‘other’ student populations 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS 

 

The following required texts have been ordered for this class: 

Quaye, S.J. and Harper, S. (2014). Student engagement in Higher Education. NY: Routledge Press.  
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GENERAL COURSE EXPECTATIONS 

 

Attendance: Students are expected to attend each session and be prepared to begin each session on time. If 

a lateness or absence is anticipated, please inform the instructor as early as possible. Repeated absences or 

lateness may result in a reduction of the class participation grade. Consistent with Graduate College 

recommendations, students in graduate courses are expected to actively engage with the substance of the 

courses; merely attending class or participating in a perfunctory manner will not fulfill the expectations. 

 

Participation: As the statement on attendance indicates, students are expected to engage actively and 

thoughtfully in each class session. In order to fulfill the promise of a graduate course, plan to study the 

assigned readings prior to class, identify main themes or issues in the readings, and bring with you any 

questions or issues you would like to address. Informal assignments, class activities, and additional 

primary source readings will be used to increase your involvement in the class. These activities should 

improve both the quality of our class discussions and the value of the readings and activities for all 

participants.   

 
Deadlines: Unless otherwise specified, all assignments should be turned in at the beginning of class on the 

day they are due or by 5pm on a non-class day. Work turned in after the deadlines will receive minimal 

feedback and lower grades. The penalty for late work increases as time passes.  

 

Format: Unless otherwise specified, all written assignments should adhere to APA style and be free of 

spelling and grammatical errors. Unless otherwise noted, papers should be double-spaced, have one-inch 

margins, and be in twelve-point Times New Roman font. 

 

Grading/Evaluation Criteria: The grading/evaluation policy for this course is consistent with Iowa State 

University policy. The final grade will be determined by each student’s performance on all assignments 

and class participation. With the exception of the final paper (due), all written assignments are due at the 

beginning of the class session for which they are assigned. Late assignments will not be accepted without 

prior approval. Students should inform the instructor as quickly a possible of any special circumstances 

that may inhibit their ability to complete assignments on time. Even with prior approval, the instructor 

reserves the right to lower the grade based on the degree of tardiness (i.e., total points awarded for 

assignment turned in one day late may be reduced by 10%).   

 

Grading Scale: 

100-92.5 A       89.5-87.0   B+ 79.5-77.0   C+     69.5-67.0   D+      59.5 or below   F   

92-90.0   A-      86.5-82.5   B 76.5-72.5   C       66.5-62.5    D 

             82.0-80.0   B- 72.0-70.0   C-     62.0-60.0    D- 

 

Academic Conduct: This course will be conducted in accordance with the principles of the academic 

conduct policy at Iowa State University, which can be found at: 

http://catalog.iastate.edu/academic_conduct/  
 

All students are responsible for understanding the academic conduct policy. This includes definitions of 

academic integrity infractions and penalties. 

 

Accommodations: Students with disabilities that may affect their ability to participate fully in the course 

or who require special accommodations are encouraged to speak with Dr. Friedel so appropriate 

accommodations can be arranged. 

 

 

http://catalog.iastate.edu/academic_conduct/
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ASSIGNMENTS 

 
Class Participation (On-going, 15 points) 

This course is designed to provide participants with multiple opportunities to participate including class 

discussions and small group work. In order to take advantage of these opportunities, participants should 

read the assigned materials and critically assess the arguments, practices, and ideas offered by the authors. 

Effective participation also requires listening and constructive responses to peers. Comments, whether 

fully developed or still under construction, are encouraged as we work together to understand the 

strengths and limitations of specific ideas and their utility for understanding student experiences in 

American higher education.  

 

Assignment #1: Reference list of studies on specific student population (15 points, Due at 6/9) 

Class participants are to locate a minimum of 10 empirical-based research articles from peer-reviewed 

journals that examine experiences of a selected student population (e.g. African American males). To 

narrow search, participants may also consider a specific institutional context (e.g. African American 

males attending community colleges).  Participants should submit a reference list of collected articles, 

adhering to APA formatting style. Please note you are not required to read all collected articles prior to 

turning in reference list. However, participants should be familiar enough with the article to conclude that 

it meets criteria for inclusion on reference list.  

 

Sample Journals publishing studies on undergraduate student experiences:  

 
Adult Education and Development    Journal of Applied Research in Community Colleges 

Community College Review   Community College Journal of Research & Practice 

Equity and Excellence in Education   Journal of College Student Development  

Journal of Student Affairs Research and Practice Journal of Higher Education   

Journal of Hispanic Higher Education  Journal of Diversity in Higher Education 

Teacher College Record    Journal of the First Year Experience & Students   

  

Assignment #2: Annotated Bibliographies (25 points, due 6/29) 

Class participants are to complete a 150-200 word (max) annotated bibliography for each article collected 

in assignment #1. Annotations should include a brief overview of the article, evaluation of strengths and 

limitations, and usefulness to policy and practice. Additional details, including format suggestions, will be 

discussed during class.  

 

Assignment #3: Lead discussion on student population (20 points, due 6/30) 

Building on collected studies and the complementary chapter in Quaye and Harper (2014), class 

participants will prepare a 15-minute presentation on selected student population. Areas covered during 

presentation should include introduction, synthesis of literature (including common findings, general 

limitations, summary of conclusion, potential new directions), connections to selected Quaye and Harper 

(2014) chapter, and discussion questions for class peers to consider. Students are encouraged to use visual 

aids (e.g. PowerPoint) and/or handouts as part of the presentation.     

 

Assignment #4: Policy Brief (25 points, due 6/30) 

Class participants are to select one policy context level (institutional, state, or national) and complete a 

2500-word (max, excluding references, tables, charts, graphs, and figures) brief on improving outcomes 

for selected student population within selected context (e.g. International students at Northeast Iowa 

Community College or Latina/o students in Iowa). As part of the brief, participants should introduce 

significance for highlighting student population in context; summarize key findings from research 

literature (collected for Assignment #1; Annotated for Assignment #2); assess current policies and 

practices in specific context; and offer recommendations for improving student outcomes.   
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SCHEDULE 

Session 1: May 18, Morning 

Topics: Introductions; Review of Class Syllabus; why study college students? 

Readings Due:  

 Lumina Report Executive Summary  

http://strongernation.luminafoundation.org/report/main-narrative.html  

 

Session 2: May 18, Afternoon 

Topic: History and Mission 

Readings Due:  

 Geiger, R.L. (2005). The Ten Generations of American Higher Education. In Atlbach, P., Berdahl, R. 

O., and Gumport, P.J. (Eds), American Higher Education in the Twenty-first Century, 2nd ed., (pp. 38-

70). Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press. 

 Dougherty, K. J., & Townsend, B. K. (2006). Community college missions: A theoretical and 

historical perspective. New Directions for Community Colleges, 2006(136), 5-13. 

 

Session 3: May 19, Morning 

Topic: Current Trends 

Readings Due:  

 Quaye and Harper, Chapters 1-7 

 

Session 4: May 19, Afternoon 

Topic: Assessment 

Readings Due: 

 Oburn, M. (2005). Building a culture of evidence in student affairs. New Directions for Community 

Colleges, 131.   

 Reason, R. D. (2009). An examination of persistence research through the lens of a comprehensive 

conceptual framework. Journal of College Student Development, 50(6), 659-682. 

 

 

Session 5: June 8, Morning 

Topics: Student Access 

Readings Due:  

 Bragg, D.D., Kim, E., and Rubin, M.B. (2005). Academic pathways to college: Policies and practices 

of the fifty states to reach underserved students. Office of Community College Research and 

Leadership, Department of Educational Organization and Leadership, University of Illinois at 

Urbana-Champaign. 

 Linares, L. I. R., & Muñoz, S. M. (2011). Revisiting validation theory: Theoretical foundations, 

applications, and extensions. Enrollment Management Journal, 2(1), 12-33. 

 

Session 6: June 8, Afternoon 

Topic: Transitions 

Readings Due:  

 Goldrick-Rab, S. (2007). What higher education has to say about the transition to college. The 

Teachers College Record, 109(10), 2444-2481. 

 Bailey, T., Jeong, D. W., & Cho, S. W. (2010). Referral, enrollment, and completion in 

developmental education sequences in community colleges. Economics of Education Review, 29(2), 

255-270. 

 

http://strongernation.luminafoundation.org/report/main-narrative.html
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Session 7: June 9, Morning 

Topic: Institutional Environments I 

Readings Due:  

 Selected Quaye and Harper chapters 8-14 

 Deil-Amen, R. (2011). Socio-academic integrative moments: Rethinking academic and social 

integration among two-year college students in career-related programs. The Journal of Higher 

Education, 82(1), 54-91. 

 

Session 8: June 9, Afternoon 

Topic: Institutional Environments II 

Readings Due: 

 Selected Quaye and Harper chapters 14-21 

 Chang, M. J., Milem, J. F., & Antonio, A. L. (2011). Campus climate and diversity. Student services: 

A handbook for the profession, 43-58. 

 Hagedorn, L. S. (2010). The pursuit of student success: The directions and challenges facing 

community colleges. In Higher education: Handbook of theory and research (pp. 181-218). Springer 

Netherlands. 

 

 

Session 9: June 29, Morning 

Topic: Student Development  

Readings Due:  

 Compton, J. I., Cox, E., & Laanan, F. S. (2006). Adult learners in transition. New directions for 

student services, 2006(114), 73-80. 

 

Session 10: June 29, Afternoon 

Topic: Student Outcomes 

Readings Due: 

 Dowd, A. (2007). Community colleges as gateways and gatekeepers: Moving beyond the access" 

saga" toward outcome equity. Harvard Educational Review, 77(4), 407-419. 

 

Session 11: June 30, Morning 

Topic: Presentations 

Readings Due: 

 

Session 12: June 30, Afternoon 

Topic: Presentations 

Readings Due: 

 

NOTE: THE SCHEDULE AND READINGS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. READINGS MAY 

BE SENT TO THE STUDENTS ELECTRONICALLY AND POSTED ON BLACKBOARD. A 

HARD COPY MAY BE PROVIDED IF THE DOCUMENT IS NOT AVAILABLE 

ELECTRONICALLY. 


