
 HDFS 240: LITERATURE FOR CHILDREN 
Summer 2017 Syllabus 

SECTION: XW   

MEETING TIMES: MAY 15 – JULY 7 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 

Instructor Email Office Location & Hours 

Randie D. Camp, M.S. rdcamp@iastate.edu  70 LeBaron Hall (By appointment) 

   

COURSE INFORMATION 

DESCRIPTION 

As described in the Iowa State University course catalog, HDFS 240 is a 3 credit course which provides an: 
“Evaluation of literature for children, including an emphasis on diversity and inclusion; cultural 
competence. Roles of literature in the overall development of children. Literature selection and use in 
the home and educational settings.”  

FORMAT AND CONTENT 

The course will be conducted in an online distance learning format. The online platform utilized is 
Blackboard (Bb) Learn. Course materials, lecture notes, course announcements, grades, discussion boards, 
and other supporting materials will be available on our course Bb page. Student participation and 
engagement is essential to the course and is expected daily during the academic week.  

 

COURSE MATERIALS 

REQUIRED TEXT 

Russell, D. L. (2015). Literature for children: A short introduction 
(8th edition). Boston, MA: Pearson.  

TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS 

Your computer must support Blackboard (Bb) Learn. For more 
information or if you have trouble logging in, cannot access the 
course, or experience other issues, contact the Solution Center at 

515-294-4000 or https://www.it.iastate.edu/solution/.  

LIBRARY ACCESS 

Students are expected to visit a local library for frequent access to 
high quality children’s literature. Do not expect to use your personal 
or childhood collection of children’s literature—a library card and 

frequent visits to a local library is vital to your success in this course.  

mailto:rdcamp@iastate.edu
https://www.it.iastate.edu/solution/
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LEARNING OUTCOMES 

1) Students will investigate the history of children’s literature and current issues/trends in the field 
of children’s literature.  

2) Students will demonstrate the ability to evaluate, select, and present children’s literature based 
on developmentally, individually and culturally appropriate practice and accepted literary 
guidelines and standards. 

3) Students will identify and critique a wide variety of literature across ages and genres.  

4) Students will explore the context within which children experience literature, including how 
students’ own experiences with literature impact their perspective.  

5) Students will analyze how various cultural and societal value/belief systems impact the field of 
children’s literature. 

6) Students will discover a wide variety of resources available to access quality children’s literature.  

7) Students will discuss the First Amendment rights of children and how these rights pertain to 
offering children choice in their reading materials, including the difference between selection and 
censorship. 

COURSE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

PROFESSIONALISM AND EXPECTATIONS FOR STUDENTS 

Students are responsible for demonstrating professionalism in this course.  

 It is expected that students read required materials and submit course work on time as specified in 
the Course Outline.  

 Students are responsible for actively engaging in the course.  

 It is the responsibility of the student to review the content (lecture slides, informative videos, 
resources, etc.) in each weekly folder throughout the course. 

 Students are expected to save a copy of all assignments, discussion posts, and other course work as 
it is the student’s responsibility to provide the work if technical difficulties occur.  

 Students are expected to contact the Solution Center for issues submitting assignments and 
discussion posts—all due dates fall within the open hours of the Solution Center so their services 
can be utilized.  

 It is the responsibility of the student to review grades and notify the instructor of any discrepancies 
or issues WITHIN ONE WEEK of the grade being posted to the gradebook in Bb.  

 Additionally, students are responsible for asking questions if expectations or other aspects of the 
course are unclear.  

Professionalism is also evidenced by employing academic writing in course communications/discussions and 
contributing to our learning community with considerate and RESPECTFUL interactions towards peers and 

Instructor.  

 PROFESSIONALISM AND EXPECTATIONS FOR INSTRUCTOR CAMP 

The Instructor is responsible for providing a safe and inclusive learning environment.  

 The Instructor will offer respect, sensitivity, and guidance to ALL students through course 
interactions and communications.  
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 I will provide students with timely feedback by responding to emails WITHIN 72 HOURS during the 
academic week and grading course work WITHIN 10 DAYS (typically earlier) of the specified due 
date.  

 Additionally, it is the responsibility of the Instructor to promote critical thinking and encourage 
application of course content— I often will “play devil’s advocate” in discussions to further your 
thinking, challenge ideas, and assist students in exploring new perspectives.  

 I value the diverse backgrounds, experiences, and ideas of my students and will work diligently to 
produce an environment where students feel comfortable and free to share their diverse 
perspectives.  

If at any time you feel that I am not living up to my expectations as a professional, please let me know so 
we can resolve the issue right away! 

COMMUNICATION  

When you email me, use Bb’s email function OR include “HDFS 240” in the subject line of the email 
message (i.e., HDFS 240). All course emails following these two formats will be routed to my “HDFS 240” 
folder. I will respond WITHIN 72 HOURS during the academic week. Failure to use this format could result 
in lost or unanswered emails. I value my students and want to communicate with you, please ensure your 
message is received by following the steps above! I am also more than happy to meet with students on the 
ISU Campus in my office or other arrangements can be made as needed. Please contact me BEFORE issues 
become overwhelming! 

QUIZZES 

Students will complete SEVEN quizzes via Bb. Each quiz will cover two chapters in the required textbook as 
specified in the Course Outline and will be due by 8 p.m. Wednesday on the dates listed in the Course 
Outline. The format of these quizzes will include: multiple choice, fill-in-the-blank, matching, and 
true/false items. Each quiz is worth 20 points for a total of 140 possible points towards the final grade.  

DISCUSSIONS 

Students will be assigned to a Discussion Group and are expected to participate in SIX online discussions 
throughout the course. Each discussion will contain its own specific instructions which will become 
available to students at the beginning of each week.  

For each discussion, students will be asked to:  

(1) Make an initial discussion post by 8 p.m. Thursday  

(2) Respond to at least two other discussion posts from peers by 4 p.m. Friday 

Each online discussion is worth 25 points (15 for the initial discussion post and 10 for the responses to 
peers) for a total of 150 possible points towards the final grade.  

ASSIGNMENTS  

Students are expected to complete TWO assignments throughout the semester: (1) Creative Project and (2) 
Book Log. Each assignment was developed to assist students in mastering the seven Learning Outcomes of 
the course. Detailed instructions and expectations for each assignment is posted on Bb in the 
“Assignments” folder. Assignments are due on June 8th and July 6th by 8 p.m. Thursday. 

GENERAL QUESTIONS 

Most questions can be answered by a quick review of the syllabus and/or information posted on Bb. These 
should be the FIRST places you check when you have a question. If you do not find the answer in those two 
sources, post your question in the “ASK GENERAL QUESTIONS HERE” forum found in the “Class Discussion 
Board”. The “Class Discussion Board” is posted on the left-hand side of our Bb course page. This method 
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allows for each question to be addressed once as opposed to answering the same question multiple times 
via email. [Please note: If your question is personal in nature or specific to your unique needs, please 

email me directly.] 

LATE WORK POLICY 

Late work is NOT ACCEPTED in this course. The links to submit assignments and quizzes will “disappear” 
after the due date has elapsed. Additionally, discussions require engagement with your Discussion Group 
and posts made beyond the due date will not be graded as your peers and the class will have moved on to 
the next week. This is a fast-paced eight week course, the late work policy will be FIRMLY enforced to 
ensure we stay on schedule with the Course Outline. 

GRADING SCALE 

A letter grade will be determined based on the total number of points earned using the following scale:  

 
Letter Grade Total Number of Points Earned 

A 465-500 

A- 450-464 

B+ 440-449 

B 415-439 

B- 400-414 

C+ 390-399 

C 365-389 

C- 350-364 

D 340-300 

F 0-299 

Students earn points through the completion of course work. The following table breaks down the total 
possible points by each assignment and other course work: 

ASSIGNMENTS Due Date Points Possible 

Creative Project 

 

8 p.m. on Thursday 6/8 60 

 

Book Log Assignment 8 p.m. on Thursday 7/6 150 

OTHER COURSE WORK Due Date Points Possible 

Discussions Initial post; 8 p.m. on Thursdays  

Responses to 2 peers; 4 p.m. Fridays  

25 X 6 = 150 

Quizzes 8 p.m. on Wednesdays  20 X 7 = 140 

 TOTAL POINTS 500 
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SUGGESTED WEEKLY PLAN FOR SUCCESS  

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

>Review the 

Weekly Folder 

>Review the 

Discussion Prompt 

& locate needed 

materials (this will 

likely require a 

trip to a local 

library!) 

>Read a chapter in 

the textbook  

>Read a chapter in 

the textbook (or 

both chapters if 

you didn’t read 

one yesterday!) 

>Study the Weekly 

Folder  

 

>Take the Quiz by 

8 p.m. (or earlier!) 

>Begin writing 

your Initial 

Discussion Post 

>Continue writing 

and editing your 

Initial Post 

>Initial Discussion 

Post due by 8 p.m. 

>On 6/8 submit 

your Creative 

Project by 8 p.m. 

>On 7/6 submit 

your Book Log by 8 

p.m. 

>Read the 

discussion posts 

from the peers in 

your group 

>Select at least 2 

different peers 

and respond to 

their posts by 4 

p.m. 

UNIVERSITY POLICIES 

DISABILITY ACCOMMODATION 

Iowa State University is committed to assuring that all educational activities are free from discrimination 
and harassment based on disability status. All students requesting accommodations are required to meet 
with staff in Student Disability Resources (SDR) to establish eligibility. A Student Academic Accommodation 
Request (SAAR) form will be provided to eligible students. The provision of reasonable accommodations in 
this course will be arranged after timely delivery of the SAAR form to the instructor. Students are 
encouraged to deliver completed SAAR forms as early in the semester as possible. SDR, a unit in the Dean 
of Students Office, is located in room 1076, Student Services Building or online at 
www.dso.iastate.edu/dr/. Contact SDR by e-mail at disabilityresources@iastate.edu or by phone at 515-

294-7220 for additional information. 

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY 

This class will follow Iowa State University’s policy on academic dishonesty.  Anyone suspected of academic 
dishonesty will be reported to the Dean of Students Office. 
http://www.dso.iastate.edu/ja/academic/misconduct.html 

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT 

All acts of dishonesty in any work constitute academic misconduct. The Student Disciplinary Regulations 
will be followed in the event of academic misconduct. Depending on the act, a student could receive an F 
grade on the test/assignment, F grade for the course, and could be suspended or expelled from the 
University.  Academic misconduct includes all acts of dishonesty in any academically-related matter and 
any knowing attempt to help another student commit an act of academic dishonesty. Academic dishonesty 
includes, but is not limited to each of the following acts when performed in any type of academic or 
academically-related matter, exercise, or activity: 

 Obtaining unauthorized information. Information is obtained dishonestly, for example, by copying 
graded homework assignments from another student, by working with another student on a take-

http://www.dso.iastate.edu/dr/
mailto:disabilityresources@iastate.edu
http://www.dso.iastate.edu/ja/academic/misconduct.html
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home test or homework when not specifically permitted to do so by the instructor, or by looking at 
your notes or other written work during an examination when not specifically permitted to do so. 

 Tendering of information. Students may not give or sell their work to another person who plans to 
submit it as his or her own. This includes giving their work to another student to be copied, giving 
someone answers to exam questions during the exam, taking an exam and discussing its contents 
with students who will be taking the same exam, or giving or selling a term paper to another 
student. 

 Misrepresentation. Students misrepresent their work by handing in the work of someone else. The 
following are examples: purchasing a paper from a term paper service; reproducing another 
person’s paper (even with modifications) and submitting it as their own; having another student do 
their computer program or having someone else take their exam. 

 Bribery. Offering money or any item or service to a faculty member or any other person to gain 
academic advantage for yourself or another is dishonest. 

 Plagiarism. “Unacknowledged use of the information, ideas, or phrasing of other writers is an 
offense comparable with theft and fraud, and it is so recognized by the copyright and patent laws. 

Literary offenses of this kind are known as plagiarism.” 

DEAD WEEK 

This class follows the Iowa State University Dead Week policy as noted in section 10.6.4 of the Faculty 
Handbook http://www.provost.iastate.edu/resources/faculty-handbook. 

HARASSMENT AND DISCRIMINATION 

Iowa State University strives to maintain our campus as a place of work and study for faculty, staff, and 
students that is free of all forms of prohibited discrimination and harassment based upon race, ethnicity, 
sex (including sexual assault), pregnancy, color, religion, national origin, physical or mental disability, age, 
marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, genetic information, or status as a U.S. veteran. Any 
student who has concerns about such behavior should contact his/her instructor, Student Assistance at 515-
294-1020 or email dso-sas@iastate.edu, or the Office of Equal Opportunity and Compliance at 515-294-
7612. 

RELIGIOUS ACCOMMODATION 

If an academic or work requirement conflicts with your religious practices and/or observances, you may 
request reasonable accommodations. Your request must be in writing, and your instructor or supervisor will 
review the request. You or your instructor may also seek assistance from the Dean of Students Office or the 

Office of Equal Opportunity and Compliance. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

If you are experiencing, or have experienced, a problem with any of the above issues, email 
academicissues@iastate.edu. 

  

http://www.provost.iastate.edu/resources/faculty-handbook
http://new.dso.iastate.edu/sa/
mailto:dso-sas%40iastate.edu
http://www.hrs.iastate.edu/hrs/node/99
http://new.dso.iastate.edu/
http://www.hrs.iastate.edu/hrs/node/269
mailto:academicissues@iastate.edu
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COURSE OUTLINE 
Week Topics & Readings What’s due? 

1 (5/15-5/19) INTRODUCTIONS & DEFINING CHILDREN’S 
LITERATURE 

 Introduction to the course & Instructor Camp 

 Read the Syllabus 

 Review Week 1 Folder 

 Quiz 1 (Syllabus) by 8 p.m. 
Wednesday 

2 (5/22-5/26) HISTORY OF CHILDREN’S LITERATURE & 

LITERATURE AND THE CHILD 

 Read Chapters 1 & 2 

 Review Week 2 Folder 

 Quiz 2 (Chapters 1 & 2) by 8 
p.m. Wednesday 

 Discussion 1 initial post by 8 
p.m. Thursday & 2 responses by 
4 pm. Friday 

3 (5/29-6/2) 
*5/29 = Holiday 

THE LITERATURE EXPEREINCE & DIVERSITY AND 

INCLUSION 

 Read Chapters 3 & 4  

 Review Week 3 Folder 

 Quiz 3 (Chapters 3 & 4) by 8 
p.m. Wednesday 

 Discussion 2 initial post by 8 
p.m. Thursday & 2 responses by 
4 pm. Friday 

4 (6/5-6/9) 
Midterm 

BEGINNING BOOKS & PICTURE STORYBOOKS 

 Read Chapters 5 & 6 

 Review Week 4 Folder 
 
 

 Quiz 4 (Chapters 5 & 6) by 8 
p.m. Wednesday 

 Discussion 3 initial post by 8 
p.m. Thursday & 2 responses by 
4 pm. Friday  

 Creative Project by 8 p.m. 
Thursday 

5 (6/12-6/16) POETRY & FOLK NARRATIVES 

 Read Chapters 7 & 8 

 Review Week 5 Folder 

 Quiz 5 (Chapters 7 & 8) by 8 
p.m. Wednesday 

 Discussion 4 initial post by 8 
p.m. Thursday & 2 responses by 
4 pm. Friday 

6 (6/19-6/23) THE ELEMENTS OF STORY & FANTASY 

 Read Chapters 9 & 10 

 Review Week 6 Folder 

 Quiz 6 (Chapters 9 & 10) by 8 
p.m. Wednesday 

 Discussion 5 initial post by 8 
p.m. Thursday & 2 responses by 
4 pm. Friday 

7 (6/26-6/30) REALISTIC FICTION & NONFICTION 

 Read Chapters 11 & 12 

 Review Week 7 Folder 

 Quiz 7 (Chapters 11 & 12) by 8 
p.m. Wednesday 

 Discussion 6 initial post by 8 
p.m. Thursday & 2 responses by 
4 pm. Friday 

8 (7/3-7/7) 
*7/4 = Holiday 

FINALS WEEK 

 Review Week 8 Folder 

 Book Log by 8 p.m. Thursday 

Course Outline may be modified by the Instructor as needed.  
 Students are responsible for checking Bb and ISU email to be aware of any changes.  

 


