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Class Overview 
The course content will be delivered in three units and will cover public policy and the legislative, 
regulatory, and judicial processes, major US food laws and regulations and various topics in US 
food law and regulation. This is not a comprehensive treatment of all aspects of food law, but 
hopefully the coverage will provide a solid overview of a diversity of topics that may be of 
interest to students taking this course. The course dates are May 15th to July 7th, 2017. 

 
Learning Outcomes 
Course 
--To better understand federal legislative and regulatory processes, some examples at the state level 
will also be covered; 
--To better understand public policy processes and the role of advocacy in public policy 
development; 
--To become familiar with US food law history and the current status of major US food laws and 
regulations; 
--To become more aware of major issues related to food law. These may include: food labeling, 
inspection and enforcement actions; nutrition facts labeling and nutrition claims; biotechnology; 
economic and esthetic adulteration; dietary supplements. I may change this tentative list of topics 
to include areas of interest or focus on those that are currently in the news. 
--To develop the ability to use the various legislative and administrative resources available to 
research food laws, regulations, and issues. 

 
Departmental 
Major Learning Goals (Social Concerns and Ethics) 

S.  2.  Discuss the  social,  multicultural,  and  environmental  dimensions  of  issues  facing 
professionals in your field. 
Program Specific Goals-Dietetics 
16. Explain the impact of a public policy position on dietetics practice. 

 
Program Specific Goals-Food Science and Technology / Food Science and Industry 

20. Locate and interpret government regulations regarding the manufacture and sale of food 
products. 

21. Summarize and critically discuss current topics of importance in food science. 
 

Disability accommodation 
Iowa State University complies with the American with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act. Any student who may require an accommodation under such provisions 
should contact me immediately. You will need to provide documentation of your accommodation 
need to the Student Disability Resources (SDR) office, located on the main floor of the Student 
Services Building, Room 1076, Iowa State University, Ames, IA 50011, 515-294- 
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7220 or disabilityresources@iastate.edu. Please request that the Student Disability Resources 
staff send me a Student Academic Accommodation Request (SAAR) form specifying the 
accommodation required. I need to receive your form no later than May 19, 2017 at 5:00 PM. If 
you do not provide a SAAR form by that time, I will assume that you do not have an 
accommodation need. 

 
Some general comments 
This is an eight-week course (May 15th – July 7th) and goes very quickly. Most people’s 
summer schedules are very full, including travel to professional meetings, vacations, etc. In order 
to be successful in this course, you will need to put in regular effort. Please note that Memorial 
Day and the Fourth of July are observed in the United States during the class term. No work is 
due on those days, but you are still expected to stay up with your coursework in the general 
timeframe of these holidays. 

 
The course is divided into three units – Unit One is three weeks long and includes Memorial 
Day, Unit Two is two weeks long, and Unit Three is three weeks long and includes the Fourth of 
July. I will provide any unit reading assignments, assignments, and lectures at the beginning of 
each unit. There will be two assignments and one exam in each unit. You are free to read the 
assignments and view the lectures as you see fit. The assignments can be submitted any time 
before the last day of the unit. Exams are offered over the last three days of a given unit. 

 
Blackboard Learn and Internet Access 
I will provide lecture recordings, reading assignments, homework assignments, and exams through 
Blackboard Learn (BB Learn, BBL), which can be found 
https://bb.its.iastate.edu/webapps/portal/frameset.jsp. There are help guides for using Blackboard 
Learn on that page and elsewhere. The primary key to success is to have a NetID and password 
to log into Blackboard Learn. Most ISU students will already have a NetID and password, while 
GPIDEA and other students will have that account information provided by Michelle Zander 
at the Brenton Center (http://info.iastate.edu/individuals/info/248488/Zander-Michelle) 

 

NOTE: It is very important that you run a browser check. Please see the link on the initial BBL 
page. The browser check will advise you about any needed steps to update your browser or 
ancillary software. BBL requires Java, which may cause security issues or concerns for you or 
your IT support personnel. If you are using a company computer, you might contact your IT 
support person/team about this. 

 
The Blackboard Learn servers undergo regular system maintenance, the times of which will be 
announced in the upper right hand corner of your BBL login page. It is good to look for postings 
announcing planned downtimes for BBL and to plan your activities accordingly. Interruptions in 
internet availability from your access point can be a source of problems, especially if you’re in 
the middle of taking a test. In general, wired connections tend to be more resistant to problems 
than wireless connections. 



 	

The BBL system at Iowa State has a student help support center where you can browse FAQ and 
help articles, as well as get access to personalized help via online chat. A “Student Support” tab 
can be found in your BBL menu under the “Announcements” and “My Grades” tabs. 

 
Lectures 
Lectures will be available in voice-over-powerpoint form in BBL. Lectures may vary in length 
from 10 to 30 minutes. The lectures represent an important source of testable content. 

 
Readings 
Required Text: None. Reading assignments will come from as a variety of online resources. I will 
provide the reading list for each unit. Readings vary in length and difficulty. It is a good idea to 
access all the reading materials early in the unit. Please contact me immediately if you have any 
difficult accessing any of these materials. In addition to the formal reading assignments 
provided in Units 1 and 2, I will also post items in the “Food Law: Current Events” section. 
Items in this section may be an important source of testable material, including extra credit 
points. 

 
You will need to access online resources for your reading assignments. Some of those 
assignments are available on publically accessible websites such as those provided by the US 
government. Other assignments are available at ISU’s Parks Library (or possibly other libraries 
you may have may have access too). Parks Library can be reached at http://www.lib.iastate.edu/. 
To access many of the resources at Parks Library, you will need a library account and Personal 
Identification Number (PIN). Most ISU students have already established a library account, 
while GPIDEA and other students will receive account information provided by the Brenton 
Center. If I ask you to look up an article, you should be able to find the article by going to the 
ISU e-Library, putting the title of the article in the ‘Quick Search’ box, and pressing Search at 
the right side of the box. Please make sure you are logged into your ISU library account first. 

 
Announcements, Email, Comments, Reminders 
I will send out announcements via Blackboard Learn on a regular basis, including any changes to 
the lecture schedule or other topics. I may also use email from time to time to send out 
information. It is your responsibility to regularly check your BBL and email accounts for any 
announcements. Please note that I will use the email account provided to me by AccessPlus (ISU 
students) or the ISU Brenton Center (GP-IDEA or other students). 

 
I prefer that you use email – byron@iastate.edu – for most communications, although you may 
also use the public discussion board if you wish to anonymously post a question related to the 
class. These questions and my answers will be available to the entire class. This may be useful, 
as sometimes many people might have the same or a similar question and I can answer all by 
answering one. I will attempt to answer all emails within twenty-four hours and generally will 
do so more quickly than that. Please use “FSHN 403 Summer 2017” in the subject line, so I 
can recognize your email quickly or find it easily later, if needed. There may be some 
occasions where I may not be able to answer within the twenty four-hour period. In an emergency 
or if you can’t reach me within a reasonable time via email, you can text me at the number 
provided in BBL. Because I may also be traveling for meetings this summer, I have provided 
my cell phone number. If I am in a meeting, giving a talk, driving or flying, I will not be able to 
answer, so please leave a message by text. 



 	

Time zones 
You may not be in the US Central Time Zone and/or observing US Daylight Savings Time, but 
the Blackboard Learn server thinks you are. This means that assignment and exam deadlines are 
based on the current time in Ames, Iowa, USA. If you are not observing US Central Daylight 
Savings Time, you will have to track the time on your own. If you are not sure of your time 
zone, please see http://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/search.html or similar service, or let 
me know. 

 
Academic Integrity 
There        is        no        shared        work        in        this        class. Please see 
http://www.dso.iastate.edu/ja/academic/students.html regarding expectations for doing your own 
work. This includes examinations, quizzes, and assignments. 

 
Course Evaluation 
You will have the opportunity to submit a course evaluation electronically. Your feedback will 
be helpful toward ideas for improving the course. The form will be sent to you via email to your 
official ISU email account. 

 
Assignments, Examinations, and Grades 
Evaluation of your mastery of the course material will be achieved through a combination of 
exercises and examinations. 

The course grade will be determined on a 180-point basis, as follows: 
 

1. Exams (three, 1x per unit, 50 pts each): 150 pts 
2. Individual Assignments (six total, 5 pts each): 30 pts 

 
Grading Standards: Plus/minus grades will be used within these ranges: 90-100% A; 80-89% 
B; 70-79% C; 60-69% D; <60% F 

As noted before, all lectures, reading assignments, announcements, assignments and exams are 
provided on Blackboard Learn. Please make a note of when exams or materials are due so that 
you do not miss them. If you encounter extenuating circumstances regarding your ability to 
meet a due date, please let me know ahead of time so that I can work with you on this – I 
understand the difficulties in balancing work, family needs, vacation, etc. during the brief 
summer session, so I will be happy to work with you to find a solution to any issues that may 
arise. As there are many students in the class and I also will have a busy summer schedule, I 
may need patient reminders of your situation so that we can address your needs. 

 
Assignments 
Assignments provide you with the opportunity to become familiar with several relevant online 
resources. My hope is that you look at these resources and understand the value they hold in 
terms of tracking legislation, summarizing policy issues, locating legal resources and regulations, 
and accessing related material. These assignments tend to be pretty simple, but students do lose 
points for any number of reasons. Most reasons relate to waiting until the last minute to complete 
the assignment. I encourage you to start these assignments early and I welcome your questions. 



 	

Examinations 
There will be three examinations (one exam per section). All exams will be based on the 
material within their respective units. Exam material may come from lectures, readings, 
assignments or current events postings. Questions will be offered in multiple choice and 
true/false format. I may make extra credit opportunities available on exams. 

 
Topics 
The topics we will touch on this semester, include the history of food law, US Congress, various 
federal research tools, including Congress.gov, the US Code, the Federal Register and others, the 
US Executive Branch and the US Federal Judiciary, rulemaking and regulatory resources, the 
Federal Meat Inspection Act, the Poultry Products Inspection Act, the Egg Products Inspection 
Act, the Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act, model ordinances, the National School Lunch Program, 
genetically modified organisms (GMOs) and recent advances in technology that are leading to a 
paradigm shift in the regulatory sphere regarding the use of biotechnology in foods, as well as 
other current topics related to food law and regulation. 

 
Significant Events / Critical Dates 

 
  Event Due by Event 

Points 
Cumulative 
Points 

Unit 
One 

Assignment 1 June 5, 2017 by 11:59 PM CDT 5 5 
Assignment 2 June 5, 2017 by 11:59 PM CDT 5 10 
Exam 1 June 5, 2017 by 11:59 PM CDT 50 60 

Unit 
Two 

Assignment 3 June 20, 2017 by 11:59 PM CDT 5 65 
Assignment 4 June 20, 2017 by 11:59 PM CDT 5 70 
Exam 2 June 20, 2017 by 11:59 PM CDT 50 120 

Unit 
Three 

Assignment 5 July 7, 2017 by 11:59 PM CDT 5 125 
Assignment 6 July 7, 2017 by 11:59 PM CDT 5 130 
Exam 3 July 7, 2017 by 11:59 PM CDT 50 180 

  


