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C I 551 – Foundations of Reading and Language Arts 
 
(3-0) Cr. 3. Prereq: Teaching license 
Analyzing, discussing, and researching the theory and practice of current literacy issues. The 
role of the reading specialist will be emphasized.   
 

Learning Goals 
The purpose of the course is to take a panoramic view of the field of literacy by engaging 
students in reading about current issues, research, theory, policy, practice, and professional 
development in literacy instruction. Students in the course should have teaching experience, 
as a student teacher or a teacher in his/her own classroom. Students should have had a 
methods course in teaching reading.  Students will be active participants in varied activities 
about: 
 

1. Historical Perspectives concerning literacy instruction 
2. Research in the field of literacy both past and present to study content and design 
3. Theory that has shaped models of literacy into practice 
4. The teacher as a thinker, researcher, and catalyst for change, etc. 
5. The teaching profession: Professional Organizations, Journals, Conferences, 

Publisher Materials 
 
Disability Accommodation:  Iowa State University complies with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act and Sect 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.  If you have a disability and anticipate 
needing accommodations in this course, please contact me to set up a meeting within the 
first two weeks of the semester or as soon as you become aware of your need.  Before 
meeting with me, you will need to obtain a SAAR form with recommendations for 
accommodations from the Disability Resources Office, located in Room 1076 on the main 
floor of the Student Services Building. Their telephone number is 515-294-7220 or email 
disabilityresources@iastate.edu. Retroactive requests for accommodations will not be 
honored. 
 
Academic Misconduct:  Academic misconduct in any form is in violation of Iowa State 
University Student Disciplinary Regulations and will not be tolerated.  This includes, but is not 
limited to: copying or sharing answers on tests or assignments, plagiarism, and having 
someone else do your academic work.  Depending on the act, a student could receive an F 
grade on the test/assignment, F grade for the course, and could be suspended or expelled 
from the University.  See the Conduct Code at 
http://www.dso.iastate.edu/ja/academic/misconduct.html for more details and a full 
explanation of the Academic Misconduct policies. 
 
Religious Accommodation: If an academic or work requirement conflicts with your religious 
practices and/or observances, you may request reasonable accommodations. Your request 
must be in writing, and your instructor or supervisor will review the request.  You or your 
instructor may also seek assistance from the Dean of Students Office or the Office of Equal 
Opportunity and Compliance 
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Confidentiality Statement: Maintaining the confidentiality of the pupils and staff with whom 
you work during field placements is extremely important and also a legal requirement. You 
will be expected to use non-identifying pseudonyms to refer to placements, staff, and 
students in all written assignments and public conversations. 
 
IRA Standard 1, Element 1: Candidates understand major theories and empirical 
research that describe the cognitive, linguistic, motivational, and sociocultural 
foundations of reading and writing development, processes, and components, 
including word recognition, language comprehension, strategic knowledge, and 
reading–writing connections. 

• Interpret major theories of reading and writing processes and development to 
understand the needs of all readers in diverse contexts. 

• Analyze classroom environment quality for fostering individual motivation to read and 
write (e.g., access to print, choice, challenge, and interests). 

• Demonstrate a critical stance toward the scholarship of the profession. 
• Read and understand the literature and research about factors that contribute to 

reading success (e.g., social, cognitive, and physical). 
• Inform other educators about major theories of reading and writing processes, 

components, and development with supporting research evidence, including 
information about the relationship between the culture and native language of English 
learners as a support system in their learning to read and write in English. 

 
Textbook: 
Tracey & Morrow (2012 2nd ed) Lenses on Reading:  An Introduction of Theories and 
Models. New York: Guilford Publishers. 
 
In addition, there will be assigned articles each week. The syllabus is not a contract, rather a 
guideline. 
 
Course Requirements 

1. Class participation (30%): Active class participation is a core component of the 
course. Participation includes the following: 

a. On-going critical analysis of assigned readings prior to associated course 
meeting and active participation in class discussions. For each assigned 
reading, students will write 2-4 “take away” ideas (using references to the text) 
and post them to the discussion board.  It is expected that students will interact 
with each other around these ideas.  I will quickly review how students are 
processing the readings and discussions; however, they will not be graded.   
Failure to submit “take away” assignment will adversely affect the participation 
grade.  

b. Students will be assigned to groups.  Each week, readings will be assigned and 
one person will be in charge of leading discussion about the “take away” ideas 
and one person is in charge of summarizing the discussion. Students will rotate 
through the roles.  
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2. Position Statement on Literacy (20%):  An essay (approx. 5-7 pages) presenting 
your personal philosophy of literacy instruction. What do you see as the most 
productive approach to fostering literacy in school settings? What theoretical 
framework informs your perspective? What empirical research provides validation for 
your views? Due by the end of week 1. 6/28 

 
3. Professional Development Presentation (25%): Students will work in pairs and use 

ZOOM to record their presentation.  Select a topic of your choice and present a 
professional development session for us.  In the presentation include the following 
information: 

a. The topic and research to support its importance,  
b. Related theory or theories (no more than 2 theories), and  
c. Practical activities for the class to participate in that emerge from the theory.  

 
Present this in 15 minutes. Let us know the skill and the grade levels of teachers you 
are presenting this to. Write a lesson plan (1 to 2 pages) for your presentation; include 
handouts such as readings, materials for participation, and an evaluation form. Due by 
the end of week 2. 7/5 

 
4. Research Synthesis (Literature Review approx. 10 pages) (25%) Due by 7/26 

a. Introduction that provides a significance and rationale for your literature 
synthesis topic.  

b. State the purpose of the research such as fluency: Name three categories 
within the topic you are studying. If it is fluency you could choose: choral 
reading, repeated reading, readers theatre 

c. List Procedures used to carry out the research. How did you research this? 
What search engines did you use, what journals, How did you get the material. 

d. Literature Synthesis: 
• General discussion of the topic and list subheadings to be used 
• The synthesis: Within the subheadings research is reviewed and critically 

analyzed. Major studies are discussed in greater detail identifying research 
designs, subjects’ procedures, etc. What are the major findings?  Is the 
research carried out in a scientific design? 

e. Include a Theory statement about your topic at the end of the literature review 
f. Discussion: 

• Provide a general summary of the most important findings in the paper with 
some conclusions drawn about the findings. 

• Discuss the quality and types of research designs 
• Implications for future research 
• Implications for classroom practice 

 
  



Beecher, Summer 2015 

SCHEDULE FOR TOPICS AND REQUIRED READINGS  
UNIT I: FOUNDATIONAL ISSUES IN CONCEPTUALIZING LITERACY: COGNITIVE AND 
BEHAVIORAL APPROACHES 
 
UNIT II: FOUNDATIONAL ISSUES IN CONCEPTUALIZING LITERACY: SOCIO-CULTURAL 
APPROACHES 
 
UNIT III: FOUNDATIONAL ISSUES IN CONCEPTUALIZING LITERACY: PUTTING IT 
TOGETHER 
 

Date/Topic Reading to be 
completed prior to 
class 

Assignments due 

6/22 – Course 
Overview, 
Introductions 

Syllabus Post an introductory 
video 
 

6/23 – Unit I 
Cognitive/Behavioral 
Approaches 

Morrow Ch. 1, 3 
 

 

6/24 – Alexander & Fox, 2004 First discussion due  

6/25 – Morrow Ch. 5 
 

 

6/26 – Whitehurst & Lonigan, 2001 Discussion due 
 

6/28 – Torgesen, 2002 Literacy Philosophy Due 

6/29 – 
 

Morrow Ch. 7 
 

 

6/30 – Unit II Socio-
cultural 
 

Morrow Ch. 4 & 6 
 

Discussion due 
 

7/01 – Au, 1980  

7/02 – Gutierrez, 2008 Discussion due 
 

7/3 – ISU Closed  

7/5 –  Professional 
Development Due 
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7/06 – Moje, et al., 2004  

7/07– Unit III- Putting it 
all together 

Hirsch, 2003 Discussion due 
 

7/08 – Gee, 2004  

7/09 – NELP Report, 2010  
7/10 – Neuman, 2010 Discussion due 

 –   
7/13 – Morrow, Ch, 8  
7/14 –  Discussion due 

 7/15 – Work on paper  
7/16 –   
7/17 –  Final Paper Due 
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