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Integrating Technology into the Reading and Language Arts Curriculum 
CI 456/556 Summer 2017 

 
 

 
Yi Jin 

jinyi@iastate.edu 
Office: W081 Lagomarcino Hall 
Office Hours: By appointment 

Phone: 515-294-1694 
 
Purpose 
 
The purpose of this course is to provide opportunities for students to utilize and infuse digital 
technologies in the literacy curriculum, with emphasis placed on the elementary curriculum. 
Emphasis will be on examining innovative ways technology can be used in the classroom for 
literacy instruction using multiple pedagogical approaches. Students will acquire expertise 
working with a variety of technology tools through a combination of experiences that 
emphasize using these tools throughout the literacy curriculum (like reading, writing, speaking, 
listening). Research in the area of technology use in literacy will be reviewed and discussed. 
 
Course Learning Outcomes 
 
These learning outcomes define the skills, knowledge, and attitudes that students will develop 
throughout the course and expect to be able to do at the end of the course. As a result of 
completing this course, students will: 
 

1) explain various theoretical reading/writing models and demonstrate how technology 
can be used to support these instructional models in classrooms. 

2) describe technology’s role in the teaching of literacy concepts (reading, writing, 
speaking, listening). 

3) integrate technology into the instructional routine of classrooms (e.g., lesson plans, 
class management, assessment, etc.). 

4) plan for and use a variety of technologies to meet learning objective(s) and/or 
standard(s). 

5) create technology projects using a variety of hardware and software (e.g., digital 
videos, digital books, digital stories, multimedia, desktop publishing, web blogs, 
concept maps). 

6) discuss issues related to technology use in classrooms and the impact these issues 
have on teachers and students (e.g., equity, cost, access, one-to-one initiatives). 

 
Required Readings 
 
Hutchison, A. & Colwell, J. (2015). Bridging Technology and Literacy: Developing Digital 

Reading and Writing Practices in Grades K-6. New York: Rowman & Littlefield. 
 
Additional course readings will be available in the Course Content folder in the Blackboard. 
New readings will be posted each day and updated as assigned. These readings will cover 
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current research and professional practice being conducted and applied in the area of 
technology and literacy. 
 
Course Wiki 
 
http://ci456556summer2017.wikispaces.com/CI456556Summer2017 

 

ISU Educator Preparation Program Conceptual Framework 
 
The ISU educator preparation program is founded on the land grant commitment of access 
and opportunity when serving the people of Iowa, the nation, and the world. Like the 
University, the ISU educator preparation program is fundamentally grounded in the science 
and technology of living and learning. The themes of leadership, equity, critical thinking, and 
innovation are intentionally woven throughout the fabric of this program in order to help today’s 
learners achieve to their full potential. 
 
Course Accommodations for Students 
 
Iowa State University is committed to assuring that all educational activities are free from 
discrimination and harassment based on disability status. All students requesting 
accommodations are required to meet with staff in Student Disability Resources (SDR) to 
establish eligibility. A Student Academic Accommodation Request (SAAR) form will be 
provided to eligible students. The provision of reasonable accommodations in this course will 
be arranged after timely delivery of the SAAR form to the instructor.  Students are encouraged 
to deliver completed SAAR forms as early in the semester as possible.  SDR, a unit in the 
Dean of Students Office, is located in room 1076, Student Services Building or online at 
www.dso.iastate.edu/dr/. Contact SDR by e-mail at disabilityresources@iastate.edu or by 
phone at 515-294-7220 for additional information. 
 
Academic Misconduct 
 
Academic Misconduct in any form is in violation of Iowa State University Student Disciplinary 
Regulations and will not be tolerated. C I 456 will follow the policies on academic dishonesty 
and misconduct as adopted by the University. This typically includes failing the student in the 
course and reporting the infraction to the Dean of Students, which may result in expulsion from 
the University. 
 
Students' work must be original for this course. Academic dishonesty includes things like using 
information from books, journals, or the Internet without giving proper credit (citation and 
reference); unauthorized use of information in taking an examination; or handing in a project as 
your own that was based on another person's project whether from current or previous 
semesters and even if the original project is substantially changed. Academic dishonesty also 
includes assisting another student in academic dishonesty (e.g., giving someone your project to 
use as a template). Please do your own work and be sure to give proper attribution when you 
use ideas and materials from other sources. 
 

http://ci456556summer2017.wikispaces.com/CI456556Summer2017
http://www.dso.iastate.edu/dr/
mailto:disabilityresources@iastate.edu
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See additional information about Academic Misconduct at 
http://www.dso.iastate.edu/ja/academic/misconduct.html for more details and a full explanation 
of the Academic Misconduct policies. 
 
Attendance 
 
Scheduled class sessions are considered an integral part of this course. Thus, regular class 
attendance is required and will be taken at each class meeting. This is a three-credit course so 
you can expect to miss a great deal of material when you are not attending. It is anticipated that 
you demonstrate professional behavior by being on time and by being an active participant 
during each class. You are required to contact the instructor regarding any absence. 
 
Assignments 
 
Complete the assigned readings prior to class. Take time to thoughtfully reflect on these readings 
so that class discussions will be engaging for everyone. All assignments are due promptly at the 
beginning of the class unless otherwise stated. No extra credit work is available. 
 
Quality of work 
 
Assignments must reflect a thoughtful collection of ideas and applications of course content. 
Where it is appropriate, work is to be word-processed. Careful editing is imperative. As a 
classroom teacher, you cannot be sending information with spelling or grammatical errors. 
Your grade will reflect your polish or lack of it. 
 
Course Requirements (tentative): 
 
1. Assigned readings required 
2. Digital Storytelling Project 50 pts. 
3. Literacy/TPACK Lesson Plan 50 pts. 
4. In-Class Assignments 100 pts. 
5. Final Exam 50 pts. 
6. Makerspace Project (556 only) 50 pts. 
 Total 250 pts./300 pts. 
 
Center for Technology in Learning and Teaching (CTLT) Laboratory Hours 
 
Monday – Friday: 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
  

http://www.dso.iastate.edu/ja/academic/misconduct.html
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State and Institutional Requirements for Reading Endorsement 
(Endorsement No. 14.21(16) c: Reading) 

 
Integrating Technology into Reading and Language Arts Curriculum 

 (CI 456/556) specifically targets two of the nine state requirement content categories: 
  

Content Categories Course Objectives and Outcomes Course Assignments 

(1) Foundations of 
Reading: The 
practitioner/candidate 
has knowledge of the 
foundations of reading, 
the range of research, 
and the major 
components of reading. 

• explain various theoretical reading/writing 
models and demonstrate how technology can be 
used to support these instructional models in 
classrooms. 
 

• Final Exam 
• In-class Assignments 
• Lesson Plan 
 

(9) Reading 
Instructional 
Strategies: The 
practitioner/candidate 
user knowledge of a 
range of research-based 
strategies and 
instructional technology 
for designing and 
delivering effective 
instruction across the 
curriculum. 

• explain various theoretical reading/writing 
models and demonstrate how technology can be 
used to support these instructional models in 
classrooms. 
• explain technology’s role in the teaching of 
literacy concepts (reading, writing, speaking, 
listening). 
• integrate technology into the instructional routine 
of classrooms (e.g. lesson plans, class 
management, assessment). 
• plan for and use a variety of technologies to 
meet learning objective(s) and/or standard(s). 
• create technology projects using a variety of 
hardware and software (e.g. digital videos, digital 
books, digital stories, multimedia, desktop 
publishing, web blogs, concept maps). 
• discuss issues related to technology use in 
classrooms and the impact these issues have on 
teachers and students (e.g. equity, cost, access, 
one-on-one initiatives). 
 

• Final Exam 
• In-class Assignments 
• Lesson Plan 
• Digital Storytelling Project 
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Summary of Course Assignments 
 

Digital Storytelling Project Due Date: Wed. May 17 
 
The purpose of the digital storytelling project assignment is to use PowToon and/or other technology software to 
app smash to tell a story in a creative and innovative way. Students become storytellers as they script their digital 
stories to combine pictures and words into a video-based project. Storytelling will be the key ingredient. The script, 
consisting of the written narrative for the movie, is a vital part of the project. 
 
For this assignment, students will be required to plan, storyboard and design a digital storytelling project. The final 
project will be produced using PowToon and/or other technology tools and uploaded to YouTube. 
 
The following are to be handed in to complete the digital storytelling project: 
 

1. Description (paste in the discussion forum in Blackboard): 
- Project Title and Grade Level(s) 
- Project Description 
- Learning Outcomes 
- Technology Skills (i.e. After completing this project, students will be able to ...) 
- Assessment Suggestions 

2. Storyboard/Script of the Digital Story (attach the file or paste the link in the discussion forum) 
3. Digital Story (paste the link in the discussion forum) 

 
Literacy/TPACK Lesson Plan  Due Date: Thurs. May 18 
 
Each student is required to develop one lesson plan for this course. The purpose of this lesson plan will be to 
innovatively and “meaningfully” integrate technology into a literacy (i.e., reading/language art) lesson. This lesson 
will be designed by critically thinking about the technology integration frameworks introduced in this course 
(Mishra & Koehler, 2006, 2009; Harris & Hofer, 2009; Hutchison & Woodward, 2014; Hutchison & Colwell, 2015; 
Puentedura, 2010), so it will involve thoughtful planning by the designer to illustrate the complex interplay 
between the framework’s components of content, pedagogy, and technology. 
 
The following components must be included in the lesson plan: 
 

1. Title – Include a title for the lesson plan for easy reference. 
2. Lesson overview – a paragraph that provides the reader with a synopsis of the entire lesson. 
3. Grade level – Identify the grade level, which the lesson would be most appropriate. 
4. Objectives – List the objectives for the lesson – note: do not focus on learning the technology, focus on 

learning the content. 
5. Technology and Materials – List all of the technology and materials needed for this lesson plan. Be sure to 

include technology (hardware & software) and non-technology resources that will be used for the lesson. 
Provide a brief discussion of why you chose the technology you did for the lesson – include a compelling 
rationale for the instructional or learning “value-added” as a result of using the technology. 

6. Classroom organization/Management plan – Describe how you would manage the process and what 
preparations would be made for the implementation of the lesson that includes technology. (i.e. 
student grouping, classroom layout, technology required – software and hardware, timeframe, etc.). 

7. Lesson plan procedures – List the procedures of the lesson plan. These would be the steps the teacher 
and/or students take to complete the lesson. Please include as many details as necessary so the reader of 
the lesson could teach it. 

8. Assessment – Describe how the lesson objectives will be assessed. Create evaluation tools if necessary. 
9. Student example – Include an example of a student product from the lesson. 

 
Makerspace Project  Due Date: Fri. May 19 
 
This project is only for students who enroll in CI 556. This is a creative project that allows you to decide on what 
you want to work on. Please discuss with me first about your idea. Once I agreed on the idea, you could proceed 
with the project. 
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Schedule of 456/556 Classes 

Date Class Topic Assignment for Class 

Mon., May 8 • Student Introductions 
• Course Introduction 
• Role of Technology in Literacy Education 
• Literacy and Technology 

- Instructional Approaches to Support Literacy 
 

Bring Favorite Children’s Literature 
Book 
 
• Hutchinson & Colwell (2015) – Chapter 1 
 

Tues., May 9 • Technological Pedagogical Content 
Knowledge (TPACK) in Literacy 
 
• TPACK Connections to Literature Books 

- What is meaningful technology integration? 
• Introduction to Literacy/TPACK Lesson Plan 
 

• Shettel & Bower (2013) 
• Mishra & Koehler (2009) 
• Harris & Hofer (2009) 
 

Wed., May 10 • Digital Storytelling 
- Elements of a Digital Story 
- Scripting/Storyboarding 
- Selecting a Topic 
- Examples of Digital Stories & Analysis 

• Introduction to Digital Storytelling Project 
 

• Hutchinson & Colwell (2015) – Chapter 2 
 

Thurs., May 11 • Using Digital Images  
- Using images to convey learner’s understanding 
- Reading and analyzing images as text 

• Exploring Book Talk Possibilities (Select 
Groups & Book) 
 

• Hutchinson & Colwell (2015) – Chapter 3 
& 4 
 

Fri., May 12 • Exploring Book Talk Possibilities (cont.) 
- Examples 
- Create Book Talk/Produce Movie Trailer 

• Digital Reading 
- Navigating & Access 
- Online Resources 

 

• Hutchinson & Colwell (2015) – Chapter 9 
&11 
 

Mon., May 15 • Makerspace Projects in a Literacy Classroom 
- LittleBits 
- Spheros 

 

• 7 Things You Should Know about 
Makerspace 

Tues., May 16 • Digital Audio Tools & Graphic Organizers in 
the Classroom 

- Instructional Strategies 
- Classroom Activities and Software 
 

• Hutchinson & Colwell (2015) – Chapter 5 
& 6 
 

Wed., May 17 • Digital Writing & Related Issues 
- Writing Ideas for the Classroom 
- Role of Keyboarding? 

• Share a Web 2.0 Tool (Class Wiki) 
 

• Hutchinson & Colwell (2015) – Chapter 7 
& 8 
 
Digital Storytelling Assignment Due 

Thurs., May 18 • Breakout EDU! 
• Social Media & Collaboration 

• The Flipped Classroom 
• Issues Relevant to Literacy & Digital Tools 
 

• Hutchinson & Colwell (2015) – Chapter. 
10 & 12 
 
Literacy/TPACK Lesson Plan Due 
Makerspace Project Due (556 only) 
 

Fri., May 19 • Digital Storytelling & Movie Trailer Projects 
(Share) 

 

• Final Exam (Part I & Part II) 
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