
LEGAL ASPECTS OF SPORT – KIN 445 
Iowa State University 

TR 9:30-10:45     Forker Bldg. 289 
 
Instructor: Lisa Dukes Office: 279B Forker Bldg. 
Telephone: 515-291-5472 Cell (Don’t call listed office #) Email: Preferably Bb email, 
Office hours: TBA, posted on Blackboard or ldukes@iastate.edu 
 
If there is not a time listed above that works with your schedule and you need to talk, please call 
(515-291-5472) or email (ldukes@iastate.edu) to set up an appointment for a different time.  I will 
also be happy to accommodate phone conferences outside of those hours if that works better and 
is practical for the situation at hand.  Feel free to call, text, or email and if I do not answer 
immediately, leave a message and I will get back to you within 24 hours, except on 
weekends.  Thanks! 
 
Note about Office Appointments:  If you would like to come talk to me during my office hours, 
you are more than welcome to just stop in…however, it would be much better if you made an appointment 
just so that you are sure that I’m there when you arrive.  Even, a quick email message or text to tell me that 
you are stopping by is better than nothing.  I sometimes have other appointments with students or faculty, 
or I’m just grabbing something to eat, etc. and I miss you.  I would hate to have you trek across campus to 
see me and then miss you.   And if you try calling me and I miss your call, please leave a message or text 
me and I will call or write you back. 
 
 
Required Text: 
Cotten, D. J. & Wolohan, J. T.  Law for Recreation and Sport Managers Kendall/Hunt 
Publishing Company: Dubuque, IA. 
 
Course Rationale: 
We live in an increasingly litigious society and have seen a dramatic increase in the number of lawsuits.  
This trend is also evident within the realm of sport and physical activity.  You, as future professionals in 
sport, need to understand the law as it pertains to this area, be able to prevent and forestall litigation against 
your organization, and identify when it is necessary to retain the services of an attorney.   
 
After successful completion of this course, the students will: (Dept. outcomes explained below chart) 

Objectives Departmental Outcomes- Assessment Tool 
1.  Understand fundamental legal concepts 
relevant to tort law, contract law, and 
constitutional law. 

3,4 Exams, Quizzes 

2.  Have identified potential liability situations 
in the supervision, management and conduct of 
sport, recreation and physical activity, and 
therefore, be able to design and develop 
strategies for limiting liability. 

1,2,3,4 In-class assignments, Group 
Project, Exams 

3.  Have analyzed a tort law scenario, 
constructed basic court cases based on the 
scenario, and predicted the outcome of a 
hypothetical court case. 

1,2,3,4 In-class assignments, Exams 

4.  Have used the basic elements of contract 
law to construct a contract and waiver for a 
sport and physical activity situation.  

1,2,3,4 In-class assignment, Exams 

5.  Have identified situations regarding 
discrimination in terms of race, sex, and 
disability as it pertains to sport and physical 

1,2,3,4 In-class assignments, Exams 



activity. Analyzed constitutional law scenarios, 
constructed basic court cases based on the 
scenarios, and predicted the outcome. 
6.  Have communicated both orally and in 
writing, a court case, its ramifications to the 
sport management profession, and debated the 
merits of the court’s ruling. 

1,2,3,4 In-class assignment, Group 
Project 

 
Department of Kinesiology Learning Outcomes: 
1. Communication. Uses clear and effective written, oral, visual, and electronic (WOVE) 

communication techniques to foster inquiry, collaboration, and engagement in physical 
activity and health related settings. 

2. Lifelong learning, assessment, and self-reflection. Analyzes and evaluates one's own 
knowledge, abilities and actions relative to professional standards, seeks opportunities to grow 
professionally, and utilizes self-assessment and assessment of others to foster physical, 
cognitive, social, and emotional well-being. 

3. Content knowledge, discovery, and critical thinking. Understands fundamental concepts of 
physical activity and health, conducts scientific inquiry, and applies critical thinking to solve 
problems from personal, scholarly, and professional perspectives. 

4. Ethics, diversity, and social justice. Demonstrates leadership and social responsibility to 
improve quality of life for others and ensures equitable access for diverse groups by creating 
appropriate environments to initiate and maintain a physically active, healthy lifestyle.  

 
 
College of Human Sciences Learning Outcomes 

Component Core Learning Outcomes 
Communication Communicate with clear purpose, workable organization and effective 

style in written, oral, visual and electric (WOVE) formats without 
distracting errors in usage or convention 

Self-
Assessment/Self-
Reflection 

Consistently and realistically analyze and evaluate one’s own knowledge, 
abilities and actions in comparison to professional standards and create 
action plans to enhance personal and professional efficacy. 

Critical thinking Generate, acquire and evaluate information based on scientific evidence, 
creative processes, and logical and ethical reasoning to make decisions 
and solve problems in one’s personal, professional and community 
endeavors.   

Social Justice Articulate and demonstrate a clear concept of a just society in which 
individuals and groups equitably share in societal benefits within a global 
community  

 
 
Course Requirements and Assignments: 

1. Possible pop quizzes in class or online Blackboard quizzes.  These quizzes 
could be unannounced and may take place at any time during any class period.  
If you are not present (or tardy), you will not have the opportunity to earn 
these points.  They are not able to be made up if you are not present.  The 
online quizzes will be announced during class, and you will usually have 
about a week to complete them online.  Online quizzes will be one question at 
a time, random order, one try, open-note.  Quizzes will total around 65-75 
points. 



 
2. Exams: Two exams will be given, including material from the text, class 

discussions, class materials and activities, etc.  These will include a mid-term 
and a final, they will be announced ahead of time during class so that you will 
have time to prepare (Midterm deadline is March 3 so will be sometime 
before that, and the Final Exam is scheduled for Monday May 1 at 7:30am in 
our classroom).  They will be multiple choice/true false and will be given in 
this classroom.  Exams will be worth 100 points each. 

 
3. Homework, In Class Activities/Assignments, and Attendance/Participation:  

As we move through the different topics and readings, there will be in-class 
assignments and homework assigned based on your learning.  If you are not in 
class the day that they are completed, you will not be able to make those up 
unless excused BEFOREHAND.  You must be in class to receive the activity 
points and homework assignments.  You are expected to be prepared for class 
so that you may take part in class discussions and activities in a positive 
manner.  If you are not in class, are late, or are not contributing positively, you 
will not be able to earn these points. Note:  If you miss class for any reason 
(even excused), it is your responsibility to get notes/info. from a classmate 
about what you missed.  I will not be re-teaching info. from class to each 
student who is gone.  There will be an attendance sheet sent around every 
class period.  Each student is allowed 2 excused absences per semester.  You 
have to talk to me about the absence beforehand and I will decide if it is 
excused or not. Examples of excused absences would be illnesses that I am 
aware of before class starts, funerals, university sponsored activities, etc..  
Examples of unexcused absences would be a long weekend at home, forgot to 
set alarm, tired, had to work (job orientations, meetings, etc. are NOT 
excused), internships and associated activities (unless done for credit through 
the university AND is a small obligation and not an ongoing conflict), 
ongoing legal problems that interfere with class time, and excuse notes from a 
parent.  Leaving class early (without excusing it beforehand with me) is the 
same as an unexcused absence and will forfeit any points or activities that 
were completed that day and student’s name will be crossed off on attendance 
sheet- same with coming in really late and unexcused. I will not excuse 
absences during or after class has started- except in extreme emergency 
situations.  After two excused absences, all absence (even excused reasons) 
will be treated as an unexcused absence.  Although you will not receive 
attendance points for just showing up, these sheets are often helpful for 
financial aid, advising, and athletic liaison inquiries.  These activities will total 
between 50-60 points. 

 
4. Small Group Project- Case Study You may choose any case that interests you 

and pertains to your area of sport.  However, I must approve the case.  You 
will work in groups of 3-4. You must provide a written synopsis of the case 
and also present it to the class.  The written paper should include: 

1. A brief overview of the facts of the case- entitled Facts  10 pts. 



2. The primary questions of law that the court is trying to answer- 
entitled Issues 5 pts. 

3. The decision of the court and any previous decisions if the case had 
previously been appealed-  entitled Holding   5 pts. 

4. The rationale for the court’s decision- entitled Reasoning  10 pts. 
5. Your reactions/opinions to the case and the court’s decision- entitled 

Reaction 5 pts. 
6. Implications that this case has on future sport management 

professionals- entitled Implications.   10 pts. 
 
Additional 5 Pts. For Professionalism of Paper (spelling, grammar, 
neatness, etc.) 

 
The written paper should be 2-4 pages long, typed, and double-spaced.  The oral 
presentation (informal and ungraded, but required for a grade on project) should be 2-4 
minutes long and highlight the above topics. Sign up and due dates will be given later.  
This project will be worth 50 points.  Don’t worry, there will be plenty of practices of 
case studies before this one (worth less points and counted toward points in category #3). 
 
5.  Large Group Project- Risk Management 
As a culminating project this semester, you will get into groups of 6-7.  Together you will 
choose a sport organization for which to write up a risk management plan.  You will use 
all of the knowledge that you have gained from the entire course to come up with a 
notebook of strategies, forms, and policies which will help your organization to 
PREVENT and protect itself from legal problems before they happen.  We will spend a 
few days sharing these with each other, however, there will be no formal presentation of 
the information (because there will be too much of it to display or get through in a class 
period).  This project will be worth 100 points for each person individually.  You will 
receive some more instruction on this and some time in class to work on it with your 
groups before it is due.  It will be due very near the end of the semester (probably the 
week or two before finals).  I will give exact dates at a later time. 

 
Important Grading Information Below: 
Your points are to be earned in the above ways only.  It is YOUR problem if you miss 
several of them, or do poorly on a few to hurt your grade.  Even if you are a great kid and 
a good student, I will not give extra credit points in my classes to help boost your grade.  
Put all of your effort into these listed ways of earning points and you will be fine.  Note:  
There may be a couple extra credit activities announced during class for the entire class- 
not on an individual basis (and only if the extra credit opportunity contributes to the goals 
of this course).  Please do not plan on EC or expect EC.  Also, I will NOT bump you up 
to the next grade or +, etc. because you are really close (yes, even one point away).  I 
have to draw the line somewhere to make it fair for everybody (even if you attended class 
every day and did well on tests, etc. ) , you will receive the grade that you earned – my 
spreadsheet is set up to round to the nearest whole percent- and then to assign the proper 
grade to you.  I really don’t even look at each individual one unless there is a problem.  
Refer to the chart below for the grading scheme. I will not accommodate point 



scrambling, and can’t tell the difference between those who wait until the last week of 
class or after grades are released to complain or alert me of grading issues from those 
who are just trying to get a few points to raise their grades.  So, don’t do either one.   
 
Grading Scheme: 
 93-100%  = A 90-92%  = A- 
88-89%  = B+ 83-87%  = B 80-82%  = B- 
78-79%  = C+ 73-77%  = C 70-72%  = C- 
68-69%  = D+ 63-67%  = D  60-62% = D-        0-59%  = F 

 
Blackboard-  You should all have a link to this course on your Bb homepage.  This will 
be done very shortly, or has already happened.  I will put up a copy of the syllabus, 
project guidelines, notes, and your grades.  Please check this at least daily for 
announcements, emails, etc.   
 
Email-  I will use Bb email to correspond with the class, so please check email there and 
announcements there daily.  If you send me an email at ldukes@iastate.edu, I will not 
ignore it, but I probably will not keep it on file for future reference.  If you would like for 
me to keep track of your attendance excuse, etc. please send the email (or at least a 
duplicate of the email) through the Bb email account. 
 
 

Course Outline: 
I do not have the topics assigned to exact dates or weeks.  We will move through the topics in this order, I 
will remind you of what to be ready for ahead of time.  So, it is essential that you are in class regularly to 
keep up with where the class is at.  Some topics may take only one day, where others may take several days 
to work through.  It is also essential that you are in class so that you receive pop quiz, in class activity, and 
attendance/participation points regularly.  Also, tests and group project deadlines will be announced ahead 
of time during class- giving you plenty of time to prepare for them.  Please keep this syllabus handy so that 
you may add dates to it, cross things off, etc. as changes are made throughout the semester.  I will refer to 
the schedule many times during class.  This schedule is subject to change at any time (changes will be 
announced during class). 
 

Topic # Topic 
1  Introduction to Sport Law, Ethics. 
2 Negligence Law – Negligence Theory 
3 Negligence Law – Defenses 
4  Negligence – Sport Management 

Applications 
5 Midterm Exam 
6 Intentional Torts 
7 Risk Management notes and project 

guidelines 
8 Contract Law 
9 Constitutional Law Concepts And 

Apps. 
10  Small Group Project Work Time 
11 Small Group Project Presentations 
12 Discrimination 
14 Intellectual Property Law 



15 Antitrust and Labor Law 
16 Sport Agent Regulation  
18 Risk Management Project Work Time 
19 Risk Management Project Sharing and 

Discussing 
20 Final Exam 

Tuesday, May 3   9:45 am 
 

 
 
 
 
There will be no individual grade calculations done unless you are in danger of failing, 
you believe there was a mistake, have scheduled an office appointment, etc.  I will be 
calculating all students’ grades in the class at the same time and those will be updated on 
Bb at midterm, usually before the final exam, and then after the final exam.  In between, 
graded items may be added to My Grades on Bb but are not added into the total or 
percentage until the aforementioned times.  You can figure your own grades/estimated 
grades in between my class grading times.  Here is how, add up all of your total points 
(please ignore Bb automated total or weighted total columns as these are incorrect).  You 
should look at each graded item and write down the points that you got for them and add 
them up.  Then, add up all of the possible points in the class (again ignore Bb automated 
total columns and add them up yourself for each graded item).  Then, divide your total by 
the total points possible in the class.  You will get a percentage and that is where you are 
in the class at the time.   
  
If you ask me what kind of grade you can get from where you are at the time, or if you 
can still pass, etc.  I probably won’t be able to answer for you.  At that point, all we can 
do is figure out how you would do if you got ALL of the rest of the points in the 
class…or look at past performance on exams, quizzes and estimate that you would do the 
same on future ones.  But it is always a guess and I can’t predict how you will do in the 
rest of the class or if you will even turn them in, etc.  It is always up to you to decide if 
you want to drop/withdraw, etc.  Rule of thumb:  Always just plan on doing your absolute 
best on every test, assignment, quiz and you can’t do any better than that anyway!   
 
Blackboard-  You will all have a KIN 445 link on your Bb.  I will be putting the syllabus 
on it, as well as other materials, notes, and announcements.  Most importantly, I will put 
your grades on Bb so that you will be able to see how you are doing in the class regularly.  
You are expected to check it daily.  This is where I will do most of my correspondence 
with you concerning the course (besides face-to-face during class).  Some announcements 
will be done only on Bb (and some only in class)- check announcements and email there 
everyday.  If you miss an important email or announcement from me, it is YOUR 
responsibility and I will not allow you extra time for assignments, an excuse for missing 
something in class, etc. just because you didn’t check email or Bb (or deleted without 
reading it, etc.)  
 
Most of your projects will all be submitted through Bb and we will go over how to do this 
during class.  You must submit the document as Microsoft Word, pdf, or rtf documents 



only.  No other word processor programs will be accepted (Microsoft Works, Claris 
Works, Wordpad, etc.).  If you submit the wrong document type, you will be asked to 
resubmit, but will be docked one letter grade for every resubmission. 
 
Note:  You may not hand in your online assignments through hard copies during class, 
through emails, etc. and they will not be accepted except as specified during class. If 
indicated during class, they are to be turned in through Bb assignment link only…then 
they will not be accepted any other way.  If you miss getting it into Bb by the deadline, it 
will be late even if you emailed it to me.  Also, I will ONLY take an attachment 
submission through Bb assignment link.  If you copy/paste your entire paper into the 
dialog box, that will not be considered a submission.  You will only be allowed one 
attempt at attaching and submitting the assignments, so please be sure that everything is 
there and that it is the correct document before hitting submit.  If you need me to cancel 
the submission, you can contact me and I will do that.  However, if you tell me after the 
assignment deadline has passed or at a time that I can’t re-open it for you, then you will 
be charged with a late submission. 
 
 
Academic Dishonesty Policy:  You will find the official university policy at the following link on the 
iastate homepage   http://www.dso.iastate.edu/ja/academic/misconduct.html  Here are a few items 
worth noting that pertain to this class: 

1.  Having someone sign you in during class IS academic dishonesty and will warrant 

severe consequences the FIRST time that you are caught.   

2. Signing in for someone else during class IS academic dishonesty and will warrant 

severe consequences the FIRST time that you are caught. 

3. Fabricating data or doctoring emails or other official documents for class IS academic 

dishonesty and will warrant severe consequences the FIRST time that you are caught. 

4. Being dishonest about your whereabouts, absence reasons, clicker, etc. is also 

considered academic dishonesty and will warrant severe consequences the FIRST time 

that you are caught. 

5. Getting answers or questions from quizzes/tests that are being administered in this 

(or any) class is considered academic dishonesty and will warrant severe 

consequences the FIRST time that you are caught. 

6. Copying assignments word for word (or almost word for word), or copy/paste 

information from online sources, changing a few words or sentences here and there in 

copied material, and even paraphrasing without citing your sources.  Note:  Too much 

“borrowing” from other sources, even legally, may prompt me to have you re‐do the 

paper anyway‐ but at least it wouldn’t be considered academic dishonesty if you cited 

the sources.  I do google them and check them against past papers.   

7. Academic dishonesty matters are NOT handled by individual instructors in this 

department but are required to be sent to the University level right away.  So, even if 

a case is questionable and not proven, it will be sent on for further investigation by 

the university (not the instructor or department). 



8. Using sites such as StudyBlue inappropriately (either sharing information that should 

not, or using information that should not be used). 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE about Blackboard:  There is tracking data within Blackboard.  Instructors 
have some access to your log-in, out, and course tool usage and times.  If necessary, Blackboard can 
pull up even more detailed information for an academic dishonesty case for instructors or University 
level investigations.  Also, I will NOT hesitate to turn in academic misconduct cases, as I have done it 
in the past and will do it again.  I believe that it is important that Judicial Affairs has a cumulative 
file for repeat offenders and they can make the decision on the verdict and sanctions (disciplinary 
measures).  If guilty, however, the worst punishment is usually from me (on first offenses)…a zero on 
the assignment regardless of its effect on your final grade.  IF you are guilty of plagiarism on your 
final draft, all previous drafts will be assumed to have been plagiarized as well.  Even if they had 
already been peer-edited and I have no copy of them anymore.  
 
Special Needs: 
If you have a documented disability that may affect your ability to participate fully in the course or if you 
require special accommodations, you are encouraged to speak with the instructors during the first week of 
class, so that appropriate accommodations can be arranged.  Please request that a Disability Resources staff 
send a SAAR form verifying your disability and specifying the accommodations you will need.  The 
Disability Resources office is in 1076 Student Services Building and their phone number is 294-7220. 
Please see the following link on the iastate homepage for information on Academic Accommodations: 
http://www.dso.iastate.edu/dr/student/ 
 
“Students with documented disabilities that affect their ability to participate fully in the 
course or who require special accommodations are encouraged to speak with the 
instructor so that appropriate accommodations can be arranged.”  This should be done in 
the first few days of class, and I should have frequent reminders of your needs as quizzes 
and exams come up throughout the semester. 
 
Important Note:  I will agree to accommodations that SAAR has recommended and that I 
agree is reasonable for my course.  I will also add one more requirement to your sheet for 
my class and that is that YOU are required to remind me one week before exams, 
quizzes, and assignment deadlines if you need special plans made (a room scheduled at 
Hixson, a special option changed in a Bb quiz or assignment link, etc.).  Since you are 
capable college students, I will NOT keep track of your needs for you.  You need to keep 
track of them, remind me, and be sure that you receive the accommodations.  If you do 
not tell me one week ahead of time, then you are not going to receive the 
accommodation, even though I signed your SAAR sheet.  I will write this into the SAAR 
form to be sure that you are aware of our agreement. 
 
If you have questions about a project or assignment- please ask me ahead of 
time as I am not able to read your mind (the day or class period before it is 
due, is not the best time either).  After the project/assignment has been 
handed in, that is your final draft.  Even if you did not understand the 
requirements, you will be graded and not be allowed to re-do anything.  If I 
allowed a re-do for one person, it would only be fair to allow it for everyone 
(and that won’t happen). 



 
If you miss a test or final exam for a reason which is not approved of ahead 
of time, you will not be allowed to make it up, and will receive a zero on the 
test.  Be responsible and look into the future for possible conflicts.  Of 
course, extreme emergency situations will be dealt with at the time 
(however, these are very rare and do not include forgetting to set your alarm, 
mixing up test times, etc.).   
 
 
 
Other Classroom Rules 

1. Always bring your syllabus, notes, book, and assignments to class 
with you- you never know when you will need it for an assignment, 
discussion, or activity.  We will need to refer to book for in class 
activities and group work.  You can probably get by with sharing a 
book with one or two people for this class, but we need enough during 
groupwork and you need to be good at sharing before exams. 

2. Please refrain from distracting or disrespectful behavior during class.  
If you want to waste your time coming to class and then sleeping, 
reading other material, etc. That is fine with me.  But I wonder if you 
would be more comfortable doing this from home…why come to 
class if you’re not going to listen anyway.  Distracting behavior would 
include using cellphones during lecture/group work, talking during 
lecture, moving around during class, coming in late every day during 
lecture, having headphones on your head, etc.  This is not an extensive 
list, so please think before acting.  If any of the above behaviors (not a 
comprehensive list, so if another behavior becomes an issue, I will 
give a warning and then apply this policy) do happen to occur during 
class, that student will automatically receive a 5% reduction in total 
grade for the class each time it happens and I will record this for the 
final grading of the semester. 

3. Split up seats for tests, again…a reminder of academic dishonesty 
policies.  I will move people that seem too close, are sitting at a 
strange angle, sitting next to a friend, etc. if I need to.  Test day seat 
arrangements will probably be made after everyone sits down and 
before we begin the exam.  Don’t be offended, just protecting you 
from a possible academic dishonesty issue and preventing 
temptations. 

4. You may not hand in a paper that has been handed in for one of my 
classes or any other class in the university.  Additionally, you will not 



hand in a paper that is ALMOST word for word from another source 
including an internet site- academic dishonesty reminders. 

5. A sign in sheet will be circulated before class and during the first 
couple minutes of class this year.  This is a record of your attendance 
for me, this does not mean that you will get points for just being there.  
It means that I can tell your advisors about your attendance when they 
ask, that I can help you understand why your grade is what it is when 
you ask, and that I can let the registrar know the reason that you may 
be failing or getting a mid-term.  See excused absence policies in 
grading section of syllabus (above) for move information. 

6. Be on time.  If we start a quiz, exam, or activity before you arrive, you 
will most likely not be allowed to participate.  Don’t leave early 
either.  If you do, you’ll lose any points for that day, completed or not. 

7. Those of you that are going to be absent for athletic participation or 
other university sponsored activities, please continue to remind me 
before EACH absence.  It is NOT my responsibility to keep up with 
your schedules and your make-up work- talk to me each time to figure 
out what the expectations are for what you are missing.  Even if you 
are excused, you may not make up work if too much time has 
expired…keep up with the classwork that you are missing in a timely 
manner. All attendance excuses need to go through Bb email, not my 
iastate address.  I want them all filed neatly in one area so that I do not 
lose them and can double check them easily when doing grades.  If 
you email me in my iastate account, that is fine…but send me a 
duplicate on Bb email then.  It is not excused, until it is there.  Also, 
only attendance excuses done beforehand are excused, even if it is a 
really great excuse that you tell me about later- it is not considered 
excused. 

8. I will be expecting participation from EVERYBODY.  If you refuse to 
participate (or if you are consistently not prepared to participate) in an 
activity or class discussion, you will lose 5% of your total grade for 
the semester. Keep up with the readings and be ready to participate in 
activities in a positive and contributory manner. Please be respectful 
and stick to the subject matter at hand while working in groups.  I will 
keep record of grade deductions until the end of the semester for final 
grading. 

9. Any late assignments/projects will be docked points dramatically for 
every day that they are late.  One letter grade (10%) will be deducted 
for each day that an assignment is handed in late, unless other 
arrangements have been made at least one week before the due date. 



 
 
Other Considerations: 
 
I will try to correspond to emails in a timely manner.  However, I will not be “on call” 24 
hours a day and weekends.  I will check them regularly, at least once a day on weekends 
and at least a few times per day on weekdays.  I will not be checking them late at night 
and will respond to more emergent issues first.  
 
If you ask a question that was covered in this syllabus, I will refer you back to this 
document.  I will respond simply with a “Refer to your syllabus, please”.  If you still have 
questions after having read the syllabus, I will talk about it with you in person.  
 
If an issue is important, I prefer talking to you about it in person.  Sometimes email is not 
the best method of correspondence.  If I need to talk to you face-to-face, I will simply ask 
you to schedule an appointment with me outside of class time to resolve the issue.  If this 
is not done, it is your responsibility to deal with the consequences or figure out the 
problem on your own. 
 
ATHLETES with scoreboards:  I will NOT sign scoreboard sheets unless you print off 
your Blackboard My Grades page and bring it with you to class.  I understand that 
sometimes there will not be any new updates since the last time, but I still want it printed 
off each time.  I will not be figuring individual grades or pull them up individually for 
you unless you are in danger of failing or are having major problems in the class and your 
coach/advisor has requested it personally.  If you email me about the grade, I will 
respond that you can print off your Bb My Grades page and give it to your advisor/coach.  
You can use that email as confirmation, as long as your coaches are ok with that.  I also 
won’t just sign sheets blindly without having the print off.  
 
If you email me in my iastate email account, I will probably answer you.  However, 
please send me a duplicate of the message in Bb email account so that I have it in my 
records there.  That is the place where I will keep and file attendance/absence excuses, 
etc. for this class.  If it is anything that you want me to have record of, send it to Bb 
email.  If you just have a quick question and don’t care if I have record of it, you do not 
have to send a duplicate to Bb. 
 
 
Dead Week 
For academic programs, the last week of classes is considered to be a normal week in the 
semester except that in developing their syllabi faculty shall consider the following 
guidelines: 

 Mandatory final examinations in any course may not be given during Dead Week 
except for laboratory courses and for those classes meeting once a week only and 
for which there is no contact during the normal final exam week. Take home final 
exams and small quizzes are generally acceptable. (For example, quizzes worth 



no more than 10 percent of the final grade and/or that cover no more than one-
fourth of assigned reading material in the course could be given).  

 Major course assignments should be assigned prior to Dead Week (major 
assignments include major research papers, projects, etc.). Any modifications to 
assignments should be made in a timely fashion to give students adequate time to 
complete the assignments.  

 Major course assignments should be due no later than the Friday prior to Dead 
Week. Exceptions include class presentations by students, semester-long projects 
such as a design project in lieu of a final, and extensions of the deadline requested 
by students.  

Harassment and Discrimination 
"Iowa State University strives to maintain our campus as a place of work and study for 
faculty, staff, and students that is free of all forms of prohibited discrimination and 
harassment based upon race, ethnicity, sex (including sexual assault), pregnancy, color, 
religion, national origin, physical or mental disability, age, marital status, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, genetic information, or status as a U.S. veteran. Any student 
who has concerns about such behavior should contact his/her instructor, Student 
Assistance at 515-294-1020, or the Office of Equal Opportunity and Compliance at 515-
294-7612."  

Religious Accommodation 
If an academic or work requirement conflicts with your religious practices and/or 
observances, you may request reasonable accommodations. Your request must be in 
writing, and your instructor or supervisor will review the request.  You or your instructor 
may also seek assistance from the Dean of Students Office or the Office of Equal 
Opportunity and Compliance. 

Contact Information 
If you are experiencing or have experienced a problem with or violation of any of the above 
guidelines, contact academicissues@iastate.edu. 
 


