
 

 
Taiwan Student Teaching Syllabus- Part One 

CI 416 D and CI 416 E TW 
Spring 2017 Group 

(PLEASE KEEP THIS AS A REFERENCE) 
Ann Pierce, 515-294-3158, 515-291-2449 (cell) apierce@iastate.edu 

 
Student Teaching Dates: 
You will start your “state-side” Session I placement ASAP in January (2nd or 3rd) for a full session one 
experience and the opportunity to see how students behave after an extended break. You will finish at end of 
the day February 24, Friday.  This will give you the weekend to get organized for travel. You will NOT be 
around to attend the ST Session II Orientation meeting/ Career Fair on Monday March 6th.  
 
Depart for TW: Monday, Feb.27th, 2017 arriving in Kaohsiung City, TW on Wed., March 1st. This will allow 
you time to recover and to also visit your classroom before starting your first full week on Monday March 6th.  
 
There are two days off from teaching on Monday & Tuesday, April 3-4th 
 
Last day teaching at Kaohsiung City schools, Friday April 28th.   
 
Return to US: departing from Kaohsiung to return to U.S. on Wed., May 3rd The Teacher Education Cording 
Ceremony is Friday, May 5 at 10:00 and Undergraduate Commencement is Sat. May 6th. You will have time to 
get your cap and gown when you return, but you might feel a little jet lagged!  
 
Things to Do Now: 

Book your flights: You will start your search for flights by coordinating yourselves and arranging 
a meeting with Karen Williams, Assistant to International Programs for CHS. She is happy to 
help, but prefers that you meet with her as a group, as this is a more efficient use of her time.  
 
You should be comfortable with any fare between $1,000.00-1800.00 US for all connections 
from “home” and back (e.g., all domestic legs in U.S., in TW and int’l).Usually booking early is 
recommended.  
 
Your final destination on the way over is Kaohsiung. You will be collected at the airport by 
teachers and delivered to your apt.  You may fly out of Chicago, through Hong Kong or through 
Tokyo, Japan, before arriving in Kaohsiung City.  When coordinating your airline tickets, make 
sure you ALL FOUR arrive in Kaohsiung on the same flight. PLEASE be sure to arrange your 
flights so this happens. Most flights seem to arrive late in the evening. 
 
Cathay Pacific Airlines has a lot of good options and the service was good when I flew there. 
 
Baggage: Most students travel nicely with one medium-lrg sized suitcase and a small to medium 
sized backpack for teaching and weekend travel. Avoid bringing one HUGE suitcase as it is easy 
to go over the weight limit.  All flights now restrict you to ONE carry-on, in addition to a small 
purse or small shopping bag/tote bag. Please inquire about the latest regulations for details 
about suitcase size, number, and weight limits, as they tend to change often. 



Cathay Pacific allows you to check in 2 bags at 50 pounds each. You can have 1 carry-on at 15 pounds 
and 1 personal item. 
 
Carrying On: Typically fluid amounts greater than 3 oz. must be packed in your suitcase and 
smaller amounts carried on must be secured in a one-quart size clear zip loc bag, while going 
through security. These zip loc bags are NOT always provided for you, so come with your items 
already stowed in that clear zip loc bag. You may not take bottles of water through security, 
but you may purchase them between security and your gate. 
 
Some students would recommend having a lightly packed or empty bag for the return trip as 
there will be gifts to bring back and souvenirs.   
 
Be sure to get a frequent flyer number for the airline that you book.  
 

Please email Ann Pierce when you have confirmed your flights and have an 
itinerary, so I can prepare school staff for your collection at airport. 
 
Misc. 

• Get your Passports now. You need a passport photo and then make a stop at the Main Post Office, 525 
Kellogg, in Ames for an application and payment of fee (approx. $135.00). Application forms are also 
on line and can be printed off. Allow a few weeks for processing. 

• For visits under 90 days, you do not need a visa for TW. If you intend to travel to other countries 
while abroad, you should discuss this with Karen Williams at the time of booking. For example, a visa 
for China is approximately $140.00 USD.  Some countries may offer visas as part of the booking 
process. There may be a possibility of an electronic visa.  

• You do not need any special inoculations for travel in Taiwan. 
 

Pre-departure Preparation/Knowledge to Ascertain: 
 
CHECK YOUR ISU EMAIL ADDRESS OFTEN. I cannot emphasize this enough.  
 
Watch the UTube video of Kaohsiung City http://m.youtube.com/watch?v=uHgbfzNqduc  
 
Learn about the unique features of their currency and be prepared to easily convert U.S. dollars (USD) into 
Taiwan New Dollars (NT$) and vice versa. Print off a conversion chart that is pocket-sized. As a rough 
conversion it would be 30.00 $NT = $1.00 USD…. or $3,000.00 $NT = $100.00 USD.    
 
Locate websites that will inform you about the education system and schools in TW. 
 
Taiwanese is the spoken language of Kaohsiung and other more southerly parts of TW. This is sort of a dialect 
within Mandarin. Learn all you can about the common differences between Chinese languages and English:  
 
http://esl.fis.edu/grammar/langdiff/chinese.htm Voice of America News (good texts for reading/listening)  
 
http://www.voanews.com/ TESOL Resource Center (lesson plans, teaching tips, activities)  
 
https://www.tesol.org/connect/tesol-‐‐resource-‐‐center Department of State (Songs, games, thematic units 
adaptable for low-‐‐tech classrooms)  
 
http://americanenglish.state.gov/ 

http://m.youtube.com/watch?v=uHgbfzNqduc
http://americanenglish.state.gov/


 
Brush-up on strategies that support English Language Learners (ELLs) and practice these throughout your 
session one student teaching placement.  
 
Seek information about TW’s sporting traditions and the various team names, especially baseball.   
 
Look for travel opportunities within TW. High speed rail is readily available. There is a bus that goes to the 
beach on weekends which is only about 40 miles away.  
 
Explore Credit Card/Debit card use through your bank while abroad. ASK DENISE: Are credit cards readily 
accepted? I have heard mixed reviews about this issue. ATM machines are everywhere, but you should check 
with your bank about transaction fees associated with each withdrawal. Also check about any limits on a single 
transaction. Many banks limit you to the equivalent of a $200.00 USD daily withdrawal. If you intend to use a 
credit card while in TW be sure to notify your cardholder services before departure, to avoid problems.   
 
Attend one information session through Study Abroad Office (should have already done this) 

 
Locate a travel book on TW. There are a number of excellent resources for your use in the Memorial Union, 
Study Abroad Center, Suite 256. Ames Public Library has several and the various bookstores have a large 
selection to purchase. Lonely Planet seems to be a favorite for the thrifty traveler  
 
HOMEWORK: Each of you needs to research at least 2 social-cultural, travel websites (resources) and at least 
2 education, or school–based website (resources) NOT IN THIS SYLLABUS to share with each other at the 
next meeting. Review questions over the content of this syllabus will be asked at our next pre-departure session. 
Do this research soon…over break, while you have some time away from classes and student teaching. You will 
not find much time once you begin student teaching.  

 
Begin a list of clothes to pack: Temperatures will be between 60’s F and as high as 75F- 82F (5C-28C). Plan on 
bringing a light layer as it can get chilly.  Bring a rain jacket, and comfortable shoes or sandals. 
 
Dress Code in Schools:  
Women. Casual dresses of a modest length, dress pants, capris, knee length skirts, or shorts can be worn to 
school. Modest sleeveless tops can be worn. Avoid jeans, even if teachers wear them. 
Men: Schools want men to wear pants (versus shorts or jeans) when someone important is visiting the school or 
when you meet with someone within the school who has stature/greater importance. For this reason, I would 
always wear pants. Tee shirts or polo shirts are fine. You should bring one tie and a nice collared shirt, just in 
case you are included in a formal event. Avoid jeans, even if teachers wear them. 
 
Participants: 
Dierks Kyan 319-310-

4282 
kydierks CI 416 E 

Nelson Tiffany 515-491-
0619 

tiffanyn CI 416 D 

Spooner Zoey 515-975-
9412 

zspooner CI 416 E 

Yap Ashley 515-975-
8656 

anyap    CI 416 E 

 
 
 
 
 



Placements in Schools:  
 The four of you will likely be teaching at different schools. The goal in the Kaohsiung City schools is to spread 
you across multiple buildings as you are considered a resource- an asset actually- to that school. I have 
requested the following placements on your behalf and our liaison there is working on these now:  

 Kyan Dierks- needs to work with any ages 8-12 yrs old and he specializes in math, reading, but can teach all 
subjects.  He also has a coaching endorsement. 

 Tiffany Nelson- needs to work with any ages 7-10 yrs old and she specializes in math and reading, but can 
teach all subjects.  

 Zoey Spooner- needs to work with any ages 9-12 yrs old and she specializes in English as a Second Language 
(ESL), but can teach all subjects 

 Ashley Yap- needs to work with any ages 9-12 yrs old and she specializes in Social Studies, reading and 
technology, but can teach all subjects. 

I will forward exact placement information as soon as information becomes available.  
 
Housing: You will be living in apartments within a high-rise complex in the city. The apt is small but modern 
and RENT IS FREE to you, courtesy of the City of Kaohsiung schools. HOWEVER, you will pay for your own 
electric bill, which is generally collected early in your stay (approximately 2$00.00 USD). You need to provide 
your own towels/washcloths, or be prepared to buy them there. There is a hot pot (for boiling water), chop 
sticks, and________________. There will be toilet paper in your rooms when you first arrive, but after that you have to 
buy your own.  The schools do not provide toilet paper.  You will learn to carry “to go” tissue packets with you. Most 
restaurants and public restrooms provide toilet tissue  
 
Phone/Correspondence: 
 
Communication within Taiwan:  
 Please go ahead and download this Smart phone communication software, “LINE” this is the App ICON 

  
Source: http://blogs.salford.ac.uk/business-school/line-free-voice-and-messaging-app/ 
It is a popular free messaging app in Taiwan, which has a similar functionality like WhatsApp, and Viber. 
The app provides free calling as long as there is wifi connectivity. Could you guys please download this app 
and add the two following contacts that in case you guys need help during the flight to Kaohsiung. So we 
can help you guys for any problem. 
Here are the contacts ID: 

1. huihuatsai   Joyce 
2. lewisyuan    Lewis 

 
 
Many STs recently have been paying for an individual international cell phone plan, but not all plans are the 
same, so plan ahead and check with your provider well before you depart. 
 
Other STs have purchased a phone and a plan in TW for use there. You may be able to rent a phone for your 
use, but we can ask previous STs about that option.  
 

http://blogs.salford.ac.uk/business-school/line-free-voice-and-messaging-app/


Most students in the last year have used Skype, and email as their primary means to keep in touch with friends 
and family when they are connected to Wifi. 
 
Health/Medical: 
Please bring your own personal medicines with you. Clinic access is convenient in TW but prescriptions may 
not work the same or interact the same as your “Westerner” medications. It is better to be safe and bring your 
own pharmaceuticals.  
 
• CISI Insurance. Your program fee includes medical and repatriation coverage by Cultural Insurance 

Services International (CISI).You are automatically enrolled through ISU Abroad so please note: You will 
get information about this insurance via email shortly after YOUR FLIGHT DATES AND ITINERARY 
ARE FINALIZED. This insurance is required for any ISU student traveling abroad and you are paying for it 
through your program fee. CISI covers your medical costs while abroad, as well as the cost of returning 
your remains, or you, as a severely injured person. Morbid? Yes! Also a huge expense we usually don’t 
want to think about when traveling. NOTE: Please contact Karen Williams, karenw@iastate.edu  if you do 
NOT receive CISI documents (4 attachments) within a few weeks of booking your flights.  

 
•  Driving is the same as in the U.S., but it is not recommended that you drive while in TW.  

 
Parent/partner letter: 
A few weeks prior to your departure I (Ann Pierce) will mail a letter to each of your families to introduce 
herself. I will need current home addresses for this reason.  
 
Next Meeting: 

Date: 
Time: 
Location: 
 
Possible agenda items to touch upon next meeting: 
School placement details (email addresses for co-ops, grade levels, etc.) 
TK20 meets PPAT 
ISU requirements for International Student Teaching 
Living in  (expectations, meals, supporting each other, etc.) 
Supplies 
Budget suggestions 
Tips from former TW STs, photo sharing, travel suggestions 
Cultural differences 
TW Departure- are we ready? 
Parent letter/Partner letter 
Q and A 

 

mailto:karenw@iastate.edu
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