
New Zealand Student Teaching Syllabus- Part One 
CI 416 D and CI 416 E NZ 

Spring 2017 Group 
(PLEASE KEEP THIS AS A REFERENCE) 

Lisa Norris, 515-249-3289 lnorris@iastate.edu 
Ann Pierce, 515-294-3158, apierce@iastate.edu 

 
Student Teaching Dates: 
You will start your “state-side” Session I placement ASAP in January (2nd or 3rd) for a full session one 
experience and the opportunity to see how students behave after an extended break. You will finish at end of 
the day February 24, Friday.  This will give you the weekend to get organized for travel. Obviously, you will 
NOT be around to attend the ST Session II Orientation meeting/ Career Fair on Monday March 6th.  
 
Depart for NZ: Monday, Feb.27th arriving in Queenstown on Wed., March 1st. This will allow you time to 
recover and to also visit your classroom before starting your first full week on Monday March 6th.   
 
First day teaching at The Terrace School (TTS) Friday, March 3th 
Last day teaching at The Terrace School, Tuesday, May 2nd  
 
Return to US: departing from Queenstown to return to U.S. on Wed., May 3rd The Teacher Education 
Cording Ceremony is Friday, May 5 at 10:00 and Undergraduate Commencement is Sat. May 6th. You will have 
time to get your cap and gown when you return, but you might feel a little jet lagged!  
 
Things To Do Now: 

Book your flights: You will start your search for flights by coordinating yourselves and arranging 
a meeting with Karen Williams, Assistant to International Programs for CHS. She is happy to 
help, but prefers that you meet with her as a group, as this is a more efficient use of her time.  
 
You will depart the U.S. on Monday, Feb 27th, 2017. You cross the international dateline on the 
way to NZ so you “skip” a day and arrive the next day, in your case this will be March 1st, 
Wednesday. Conversely, on your return trip you will depart and arrive on the same date (it’s 
weird!). 

 
You should be comfortable with any fare between $1,300.00-2,200.00 US for all connections 
from “home” and back (e.g., all domestic legs in U.S., in N.Z., and int’l).Usually booking early 
is recommended.  
 
Your final destination on the way over is Queenstown. You will fly through Auckland and 
connect to a domestic flight (Air NZ) to Queenstown, South Island. When coordinating your 
airline tickets, make sure you ALL FOUR arrive in Queenstown on the same flight. That is, 
make sure you all book the same LA-Auckland, or San Francisco-Auckland to Queenstown 
carrier and flight. PLEASE be sure to arrange your flights so this happens. Most flights arrive in 
the AM (either 9 or 11:00ish). Upon arrival in Queenstown, you will be collected by school 
personnel.  

 
United has lots of good options from San Francisco to Auckland, but flights out of LA work too. 
 
American/Qantas recently started a flight from Dallas to Sydney and then to Queenstown. This 
saves you one domestic flight, so it may be the best for you.   

 



Qantas, Air New Zealand, and United all fly out of San Francisco and L.A.to Auckland. I can 
recommend Air NZ or Qantas, but United is fine too. Students recently booked Air NZ and were 
happy with the connections and price.  
 
Get a Frequent Flyer Number: Air NZ frequent flyer miles are posted to United and can be 
used domestically. Qantas are booked to American Airlines. There are qualifications that 
recently came out that limit their usefulness, but make sure you get a frequent flyer number 
anyway! 
 
Check your airline website for details about suitcase size, number, and weight limits. 
Domestic flights in NZ (Air NZ) have a more restrictive policy for weight, as their planes are 
smaller (i.e., you may have to pay extra if your bag is over the weight limit). For this reason, it 
is better to travel with two medium sized bags, versus one huge (overweight) bag. A 
medium bag and a larger back pack –for weekend travel-works well. NOTE: Regulations on 
checking bags, paid or free, vary per carrier and policies seem to change frequently. Check the 
airline website for your most accurate information. 
 
Baggage: Most students travel nicely with one medium-lrg sized suitcase and a small to medium 
sized backpack for teaching and weekend travel. Avoid bringing one HUGE suitcase as it is easy 
to go over the weight limit.  All flights now restrict you to ONE carry-on,  in addition to a small 
purse or small shopping bag/tote bag. Please inquire about the latest regulations for carrying 
liquids and prescription drugs on board. Typically fluid amounts greater than 3 oz. must be 
packed in your suitcase and smaller amounts carried on must be secured in a one-quart size clear 
zip loc bag, while going through security. These zip loc bags are NOT always provided for you, 
so come with your items already stowed in that clear zip loc bag. You may not take bottles of 
water through security, but you may purchase them between security and your gate. 

Please email Ann Pierce and Lisa Norris when you have confirmed your flights 
and have an itinerary, so we can prepare school staff for your collection at 
airport. 
 
Misc. 

• Get your Passports now. You need a passport photo and then make a stop at the Main Post Office, 525 
Kellogg, in Ames for an application and payment of fee (approx. $135.00). Application forms are also 
on line and can be printed off. Allow a few weeks for processing. 

• You do not need a visa for NZ but if you intend to travel to Australia at all, you should get one with your 
plane ticket for that portion of your flight. This is usually an electronic visa. If you are not certain you 
have a visa, ask your travel agent. You can always purchase your visa for Australia while in NZ. 

• You do not need any special inoculations for travel in NZ or Australia. 
 

Pre-departure Preparation/Knowledge to Ascertain: 
 
CHECK YOUR ISU EMAIL ADDRESS OFTEN. I cannot emphasize this enough. 
 
Please be responsive to the deadlines ISU Abroad has set forth for submitting the various forms/information 
needed to secure your placement.  Karen Williams has already sent you an email about this. It is up to you to 
assure that all necessary items are complete and accurate, or you cannot travel.  You will get frequent prompts 
automatically sent to your ISU email address from the ISU Abroad, Studio Abroad program utilized by ISU 
Abroad staff. Please take these prompts seriously.     
 



Read through packet of information on NZ National Curriculum and other handouts. Seek out additional 
information from their Ministry of Education website. Realize you will be teaching in NZ during the start of 
their school year.  
 
Learn all you can about NZ’s bicultural foundation, the language and traditions of their Maori people, the 
Treaty of Waitangi, and how the traditions of all its’ people are reflected in their national curriculum. ISU 
student teachers learn to use lots of Maori terms/words while in the classroom so please start thinking about this 
now. We will discuss these subjects in future pre-departure sessions.  
 
Seek information about their sporting traditions of rugby, cricket, and netball, the various team names, the 
significance of The Commonwealth Games, and what it means to have hosted the Rugby World Cup in 2011.   

 
Attend one information session through Study Abroad Office (should have already done this) 

 
Locate a travel book on NZ. There are a number of excellent resources for your use in the Memorial Union, 
Study Abroad Center, Suite 256. Ames Public Library has several and the various bookstores have a large 
selection to purchase. Lonely Planet seems to be a favorite for the thrifty traveler and there should be a copy in 
NZ waiting for you. We store various items from past ISU students in a large bin at one of the schools. 
 
HOMEWORK: Each of you needs to research at least 2 social-cultural, travel websites (resources) and at least 
2 education, or school–based website (resources) to share with each other at the next meeting. Additionally, you 
will each generate a minimum of 6 review questions based on today’s handouts. Review questions will be asked 
at our next pre-departure session. Do this soon…over break, while you have some time away from classes and 
student teaching. You will not find much time once you begin student teaching. Be sure to learn the unique 
features of their currency (e.g., heavy use of one and two dollar coins, different colored paperbacks, differing 
sized paperbacks). Be aware of the exchange rates and how to convert US dollars to NZ dollars or vice 
versa. 

 
Begin a list of clothes to pack. Temperatures will be between 40’s F and as high as 75F (5C-26C). It will be 
their fall.  Days will be short on daytime hours similar to our fall.  Plan on dressing in layers, as mornings can 
be chilly.  Bring a mid-weight jacket, hoody/hat and gloves for mountain travel, and a waterproof jacket.  
 
Entry: Customs in NZ: 
 On the flight to Auckland you will fill out a Passenger Arrival Card to get into NZ. You need to list a 
contact person. That person is Garry Anderson at The Terrace School, Alexandra. 
 
Particpants: 
Hannah Bankson hbankson@iastate.edu  Brad Baudler bradleyb@iastate.edu  
Kellee Darner kadarner@iastate.edu  Mark Schwers mschwers@iastate.edu  
Phone numbers to exchange???? 
 
Teaching Sites: 
 You will be teaching at The Terrace School, in Alexandra, NZ. This school serves children 5-14 yrs of age. 
They are currently serving more students than ever in their history. There is open enrollment in Alexandra. 
Graduates of TTS generally go on to Dunstan High School, which is adjacent to TTS in Alexandra. 
 
 Alexandra or “Alex” (pop: approx. 5,000) is known for its central location, extreme temperatures (winter and 
summer only), outdoor activities, and now for its wine making. (See map in your packet) 
Placements: 
We will forward exact placement information as soon as information becomes available. Please note that early 
March- early May is toward the beginning of their school year. Their summer break starts in mid Dec. and 
generally goes into early Feb. when a new school year begins.. 
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Housing: 
You will be living in a small 2 BR house on the grounds of Alexandra Garden Court Motels with Denise and 
Rolly Harrex as proprietors. It is a 20 min walk from the school. I have already negotiated rental fees and the 
price is fixed. The rate per day will be split 4 ways.  Most groups pay this amount up front (i.e., upon arrival), 
but it might be possible to pay it in two installments over the first few weeks. 
 
Rent is $92.00 NZD per day for approximately 62 days, for a total charge of $5,704.00 NZD for the house for 
62 days.  NOTE: The rental fee is fixed (NON NEGOTIABLE) and has recently gone up just enough to cover 
the country’s new GST (tax).  This daily fee is based on a very reasonable rate for that region. It is very difficult 
to find short term rentals in the Central Otago/Alexandra area.  The rent is probably no more than what you pay 
in the states and hopefully less. Regionally for NZ, this previously negotiated rate at Alexandra Garden Courts 
Motel is comparable to a hostel or backpackers, but with privacy and many additional amenities. We want you 
to feel you can afford to travel weekends, while still paying rent for your NZ “home”. This is your apartment 
while in Alex.  You may not ask for a reduced rate even if you plan to travel during all, or part, of the 
extended Easter Holiday break April 14- 30th, 2017. 
 
You must check the current exchange rate for yourself when calculating your out-of-pocket expenses. 
IMPORTANT NOTE:  Each of you will pay one fourth of this daily fee, roughly $1,426.00 NZD per individual 
for your entire 62day stay.  
(not including tax) New Zealand Dollars United States Dollars  

.73 as of Nov. 8, ‘16 
United States Dollars  
Exchange March 2017 

Nightly Rate $92.00 NZD $67.67 USD  
Total (62 Days) $5,704.00 NZD $4195.98 USD  
Total per Person for 62 days (4 students) $1,426.00 NZD $1048.99 USD  
Weekly (8.72 weeks) $644.00 NZD $474.73 USD  
Weekly per Person (4 students) $161.00 NZD $118.41 USD  
 
 
Your rent includes: All utilities, cleaning service once weekly (which includes fresh bath towels and sheets) a 
TV/VCR with a multiple stations, and phone use (limited -as there is one phone line for the complex. There is a 
washer and dryer on the grounds ($2.00 NZ per load) and a dishwasher in the unit. One BR has 3 twins and the 
other has two twin beds. It has a full kitchen with sm-med. sized ‘fridge, pantry, and a table that seats 6. It has 
an open plan with walk-out sliding glass door to the back,  and a front veranda overlooking an above-ground 
pool,  Homes in NZ rarely have central heat/AC so electric wall units for heating are common. NZ has a 
different electrical socket so plan to travel with an adapter, found at travel stores and most retail stores like Best 
Buy, Walmart, ACE Hardware, etc. 
 
Phone/Correspondence: 
Buy yourself an E Card in NZ for the best rate. Denise, the proprietor at the motel, has offered limited use of a 
cell phone for weekend outings. Please inquire if she forgets to offer this. If offered, students buy their own 
minutes and use the phone primarily during travel.  
 
Many STs recently have been paying for an individual international cell phone plan, but not all plans are the 
same, so plan ahead and check with your provider well before you depart. 
 
Other STs have purchased a phone and a plan in NZ for use there. You may be able to rent a phone for your use, 
but we can ask previous STs about that option. Most students in the last year have used Skype and email as their 
primary means to keep in touch with friends and family. 
 
Cyber café’s are readily available in most cities. You may be assigned a school password for the wireless 
connection at TTS.  Most students have taken lap tops and have not needed adaptor jacks. Most students make 



regular use of the school computers and often have access after hrs. A USB key is recommended for storing and 
transferring information. 
 
It takes approx. 10 days to mail letters from NZ to the US.  Packages sent from US to NZ are reportedly taking 
7 days. 

Health/shots/etc… 
• You do not need special inoculations for NZ or Australia. However, if you layover in Figi, you will need 

one immunization. Please ask your agent or call the Travel Clinic within McFarland Clinic.  Check first on 
travel advisories (e.g., mumps) through the Center for Disease Control website. 

 
• CISI Insurance. Your program fee includes medical and repatriation coverage by Cultural Insurance 

Services International (CISI).You are automatically enrolled through ISU Abroad so please note: You will 
get information about this insurance via email from Karen Williams, ONCE YOUR FLIGHT DATES AND 
ITINERARY ARE FINALIZED. This insurance is required for any ISU student traveling abroad and you 
are paying for it through your program fee. CISI covers your medical costs while abroad, as well as the cost 
of returning your remains, or you, as a severely injured person. Morbid? Yes! Also a huge expense we 
usually don’t want to think about when traveling. Please contact Karen Williams, karenw@iastate.edu  if 
you do NOT receive CISI documents (4 attachments) within a few weeks of booking your flights.  

 
•  Driving: 

If you plan to drive while in NZ, and most students do, please address -with your family/supporters- the 
issue of liability insurance coverage while driving abroad and be sure to bring your driver’s license. 
 
If you drive a TTS vehicle while in NZ, please be aware that if you are the cause of damage/accident there 
would be an additional charge. This applies to The Terrace School staff as well: 
 
Additional excess for underage drivers - 
  Drivers aged 21 - 24 years   $500 
  Drivers under 21 years       $1000 
 

Parent/partner letter: 
A few weeks prior to your departure Lisa Norris will mail a letter to each of your families to introduce herself. 
She will need current home addresses for this reason.  
 
Travel Warnings/Consular Information: 
The Embassy of NZ in Washington: http://www.nzemb.org 
 
Travel Warnings: http://travel..state.gov/warnings_list.html 
 
Dept. of State D.C.: #202-647-3000, automated telefax-202-647-3000 from a FAX machine. 
In Case of Emergency-University Contact Information 
What is an emergency?  

• Natural or human disaster (earthquake, flood, hurricane, fire)  
• Death 
• Incapacitated participant 
• Missing participant  
• Assault (physical or sexual) 
• Political unrest 
• Serious illness or injury 
• Arrest 
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If an emergency occurs:  
 
? 1st or 2nd, Communicate with your Site Supervisor, or Ann Pierce as Program Director,  
? 1st or 2nd. Get local help immediately,  
3. Contact the Office of Risk Management, 
 4. Contact CISI 
 
ISU Office of Risk Management (ORM) 24/7 Emergency Line: 001- 515-294-7700 After you call, ORM staff 
will contact the CHS International Programs Office 
 
Site Supervisor; Lisa Norris, 001-515-294-4530 
 
Program Coordinator for Int’l Student Teaching Ann Pierce 001-515-294-3158 Office, or 001-515-291-2449 
Cell, or 001-515-233-5840 Home 
 
Next Meeting: 

Date: 
Time: 
Location: 
 
Possible agenda items to touch upon next meeting: 
School placement details (email addresses for co-ops, grade levels, etc.) 
TK20 meets PPAT 
ISU requirements for International Student Teaching 
Posting goals/supervision 
Housing (expectations, meals, supporting each other, chores, house rules, etc.) 
Supplies 
Budget suggestions 
Tips from former Kiwi STs, photo sharing, travel suggestions 
Cultural differences 
NZ Departure fee 
Parent letter/Partner letter 
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