
INTRODUCTION TO ART EDUCATION 
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Course Description 
This course involves the conceptualization and organization of art experiences 
appropriate for the K-12 classroom.  Practical and authentic application of art education 
theory, research, and methods will be gained through experiential learning. Emphasis will 
be on the development of content knowledge, thinking skills, and appreciation for 
diversity through art education. 
 
TEXT AND PACKET 
Emphasis Art: A Qualitative Art Program for Elementary and Middle Schools, 9th edition, 
is recommended, by Frank Wachowiak and Robert D. Clements. (UBS or Online) 
Introduction to Art Education 211 Packet compiled by Dr. Barbara Caldwell is required 

 (Copyworks) 
ATTENDANCE AND RESPECTFUL PARTICIPATION  
Participation at a high level is required of all students in Art Ed 211 and involves 
showing respect for self, classmates, the teacher and the creative process. Consistent 
attendance, professional behavior, and respectful collaboration are important aspects of 
this highly experiential course. Art experiences involve hands-on, minds-on, heart-full 
engagement. 
 
Respect for diversity in people, ideas and art is an important part of pluralistic art 
education. Each student’s unique gifts and life experiences will contribute to building a 
class community that fosters academic and creative growth. Students will work together 
to create and enrich a learning community supportive of meaningful, authentic 
expression.  Creativity flourishes in an accepting environment.  
 
Three absences are allowed. Habitual tardiness or leaving early will count as absence. 
More than three absences will lower the final grade. Each student who has to miss class is 
responsible for finding out about and completing what was missed during their absence. 
Healthcare is important. Anyone who is not feeling well should be sure to stay at home. 
 
Professional, ethical behavior is expected at all times. To show respect and focus on 
learning, cell phone/electronic media, earphones, and texting are only allowed during 
breaks. This course incorporates shared behavioral expectations with other courses in the 
undergraduate teacher education program.  Following these expectations is the 
responsibility of the student. Students are encouraged to raise any questions they may 
have regarding these expectations with the instructor. 



o BE THERE/STAY THERE – ATTEND CLASS  
o BE PREPARED – COMPLETE ASSIGNMENTS ON TIME 
o BE ENGAGED – PARTICIPATE IN CLASS 
o BE RESPECTFUL – TREAT OTHERS AS YOU WISH TO BE TREATED 
o BE ETHICAL/PROFESSIONAL – PREPARE TO BE AN EDUCATOR 

 
ASSIGNMENTS AND DOCUMENTATION 
 
Course assignments foster creative growth and learning in and through art. Content area 
readings, creative art experiences and discipline-based inquiry are an integral part of 
learning experiences.  Students are expected to come prepared to discuss assigned 
readings. Objectives, and project criteria will be articulated for each assignment.  
Students will keep assignments as well as written and artistic outcomes in their Art Ed 
211 journal and portfolio. Each project must be presented neatly, according to the project 
criteria.  Points will be deducted if late. Students will be document and preserve their 
work in an Art Ed 211 journal (and on a Cd), describing and photographing specified 
projects, art experiences and creative processes.  
 
INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES, METHODS AND SETTINGS 
 
Classes will incorporate a variety of teaching methods. Lectures, individual and 
collaborative art experiences, reflective writing, creative thinking opportunities, and 
cultural events will provide examples of and practice in varied teaching strategies. Course 
content is designed to effectively promote multidimensional learning for diverse 
classroom populations.  
 
Class atmosphere will shift from concentration during lectures, to collaboration during 
group projects, to creative flow during studio times when students work on their art. 
Naturalistic teaching for creative, inquiry-based learning allows students to use 
authenticity and innovation while applying self-pacing and perseverance. Gallery and 
outdoor settings will expand learning spaces and perspectives. 
 
 
GRADE DISTRIBUTION: 
 
 Tests/ Inquiry Synthesis    40% 
 Journal and Portfolio       40% 
 Interdisciplinary Art/Caring Connections  20% 
       
Assignments to be completed the week before Finals (“dead” week) and Finals Week: 
The course Journal and Portfolio will be turned in the last class meeting before Finals 
Week. Interdisciplinary activities will be conducted and related written summaries due 
“dead week”. The class will meet Finals Week during the designated Final Exam time at 
which time students will turn in their Take Home Final and related art.  
 
 



           GREAT EXPECTATIONS FOR ART ED 211 
 

Each Introduction to Art Education student is expected to gain multidimensional growth 
and enhanced learning as they… 
 

1) Discover many personal and educational benefits of the art experience;  
2) Observe and apply pluralistic art education methods that value personal 

authenticity, artistic/creative growth, and diversity; 
3) Understand that art and cultural experiences can reveal human commonalties, 

connect people across differences, and foster empathy;  
4) Experience methods of building a positive learning environment that 

nourishes creative expression and a sense of belonging; 
5) Create collaborative art that expresses individuality, fosters respect for 

diversity, and builds community; 
6) Apply the use of symbols and metaphors in art to convey meaning; 
7) Gain experience in making, reflecting upon, and speaking about art;  
8) See how cultural events and aesthetic experiences can enhance personal 

wellbeing, sensitivity, and art education; 
9) Become familiar with characteristics of the creative process and ways of 

“unblocking” and developing creative abilities; 
10) See how a global approach to teaching art/visual culture includes multiple 

viewpoints, diverse artists and a wide variety of artforms and objects; 
11) Understand ways intention, openness to discovery, and flow can enhance the 

process of teaching as well as the creation of art; 
12) Comprehend the art experience as a significant “way of knowing” that uses 

right and left brain thinking and applies multiple intelligences; 
13) Discover meaningful attributes of the creative, artistic process and the 

importance of moving beyond product-oriented activities 
14) Experience a variety of art media, techniques, and environments appropriate 

for elementary, middle school, and high school art/creative thinking activities; 
15) Find ways traditional and electronic media can enhance art education and be 

used in innovative, original, standards-inspired ways; 
16) Experience and develop art education strategies that encourage creative 

authenticity, thoughtful art-making, and connections to the world of art; 
17)  Recognize basic art elements and design principles and see how they can 

strengthen design, evoke mood, and convey message in art; 
18) Apply art analysis methods useful in classroom and/or museum settings; 
19) See ways thoughtful, educational art displays can enhance student self-esteem 

as well as provide art advocacy; 
20) Generate interdisciplinary art ideas that foster caring and build awareness of 

human, social and global issues or needs. 
21) Become aware of art educational considerations for engaging learners with 

special needs (ie. English language learners, students with differing abilities, 
gifted and talented, etc.); 



22) Develop a journal & portfolio for future classroom use containing class notes, 
creative process & product documentation, projects, aesthetic experience and 
cultural event reflections, and all class artwork and assignments; 

23) Value creative, reflective teaching and learning, professional standards and 
ethics, and ongoing professional development in art education; 

24) Enjoy a new confidence and expanded determination to integrate art, 
creativity, aesthetic experiences, and authenticity into teaching and life.  
 
 

Primary Student Learning Outcomes 
Students taking Art Ed 211 will: 

1. )  Gain a general understanding of philosophies, curricular priorities and art and 
design concepts used in creative K-12 visual art education and their benefits. 

2. ) Be able to discuss, reflect upon, and write about authentic creative processes, 
aesthetic experiences, cultural events and current initiatives in art education. 

3. )  Discover ways understandings gained through creative problem solving and from 
both collaborative and independent studio art experiences expand personal and 
professional growth. 

4. ) Begin to demonstrate competency in developing holistic, pluralistic art education 
lesson ideas, reflective/authentic assessments, and art analysis abilities.  

5. ) Create authentic art-based and interdisciplinary connections to visual art 
experiences appropriate for K-12 educational settings. 

 

See professor at the start of the semester regarding special accommodation needs. 
Iowa State University is committed to assuring that all educational activities are free from 
discrimination and harassment based on disability status. All students requesting 
accommodations are required to meet with staff in Student Disability Resources (SDR) to 
establish eligibility.  A Student Academic Accommodation Request (SAAR) form will be 
provided to eligible students. The provision of reasonable accommodations in this course 
will be arranged after timely delivery of the SAAR form to the instructor.  Students are 
encouraged to deliver completed SAAR forms as early in the semester as possible.  SDR, 
a unit in the Dean of Students Office, is located in room 1076, Student Services Building 
or online at www.dso.iastate.edu/dr/.  Contact SDR at disabilityresources@iastate.edu by 
e-mail or by phone at 515-294-7220 for additional information. 
 

National, State, and SOE Curricular Touchstones: 
 
Art and interdisciplinary art education methods and assignment content are inspired by 
the SOE Vision and Conceptual Framework*, which fosters multidimensional growth, 
equity and professionalism in ISU teachers. This course is also confluent with The 
National Standards in Art Education from NAEA and the Universal Constructs adapted 
by the Art Educators of Iowa including: Creativity, Collaboration, Flexibility and 
Adaptability, Critical Thinking, Complex Thinking, and Accountability and Productivity. 



ISU Educator Preparation Program Conceptual Framework:  
 
The ISU educator preparation program is founded on the land grant commitment of 
access and opportunity when serving the people of Iowa, the nation, and the world. Like 
the University, the ISU educator preparation program is fundamentally grounded in the 
science and technology of living and learning. The themes of leadership, equity, critical 
thinking, and innovation are intentionally woven throughout the fabric of this program in 
order to help today’s learners achieve to their full potential. Additional information about 
the framework can be found at: http://www.education.iastate.edu/accreditation/iowa-
state-university-educator-preparation-program-conceptual-framework/ 
 
Iowa State University Teaching Standards  
 
The Learner and Learning 
 
#1: Learner Development. The teacher understands how learners grow and develop, recognizing 
that patterns of learning and development vary individually within and across the cognitive, 
linguistic, social, emotional, and physical areas, and designs and implements developmentally 
appropriate and challenging learning experiences. 
#2: Learning Differences. The teacher uses understanding of individual differences and diverse 
cultures and communities to ensure inclusive learning environments that enable each learner to 
meet high standards. 
#3: Learning Environments. The teacher works with others to create environments that support 
individual and collaborative learning, and that encourage positive social interaction, active 
engagement in learning, and self-motivation. 
 
Content 
 
#4: Content Knowledge. The teacher understands the central concepts, tools of inquiry, and 
structures of the discipline(s) he or she teaches and creates learning experiences that make the 
discipline accessible and meaningful for learners to assure mastery of the content. 
#5: Application of Content. The teacher understands how to connect concepts and use differing 
perspectives to engage learners in critical thinking, creativity, and collaborative problem solving 
related to authentic local and global issues. 
 
Instructional Practices 
 
#6: Assessment. The teacher understands and uses multiple methods of assessment to engage 
learners in their own growth, to monitor learner progress, and to guide the teacher’s and learner’s 
decision making. 
#7: Planning for Instruction. The teacher plans instruction that supports every student in meeting 
rigorous learning goals by drawing upon knowledge of content areas, curriculum, cross-
disciplinary skills, and pedagogy, as well as knowledge of learners and the community context. 
#8: Instructional Strategies. The teacher understands and uses a variety of instructional strategies 
to encourage learners to develop deep understanding of content areas and their connections, and 
to build skills to apply knowledge in meaningful ways. #8A: Technology. The teacher integrates 
current and emerging technology in instruction to encourage student creativity, problem solving, 
collaboration, and digital literacy.  Teachers practice and advocate safe, legal, and responsible use 
of information and technology. 
 



Professional Responsibility 
 
#9: Professional Learning and Ethical Practice. The teacher engages in ongoing professional 
learning and uses evidence to continually evaluate his/her practice, particularly the effects of 
his/her choices and actions on others (learners, families, other professionals, and the community), 
and adapts practice to meet the needs of each learner. 
#10: Leadership and Collaboration. The teacher seeks appropriate leadership roles and 
opportunities to take responsibility for student learning, to collaborate with learners, families, 
colleagues, other school professionals, and community members to ensure learner growth, and to 
advance the profession. 
 
ArtEd 211 Supply List 
Most art supplies will be provided in class, yet it is important to have some of your own to use at 
home and at school as needed. Students will help care for school art supplies.* 
 
Required: 
 
q Spiral Bound or hard cover drawing pad (9” x 12”, 100 sheets) 
 
q 2 black felt-tip markers (fine and medium), pencil and pen 
 
q Bamboo paint brush (under $5) 
 
q Colored pencils (Prismacolor are best). Eraser (Pearl, Gum & Kneaded work well) 
 
q Elmer’s Glue or Glue sticks (Rubber cement may be used at home) 
 
q A digital camera or cell phone with a camera  &  2 Cds for project jpegs 
 
q Scanning/Copying and Professional photo printing  
 
q Found and natural materials/ objects (ie, all leaves, sticks, buttons, etc)-TBA 
 
q Toolbox or inventive supply box (ie, a shoe box). 
 
Recommended, but Optional: 
 
q 2-3 drawing pencils of varying values (ie, 2B, HB, 2H, ebony, etc.) 
 
q A small box of crayons.  Small set of markers 

 
q Cds of Music or Playlist (w/synch cord ) to share in class during studio 
 
q Inspiring images as needed. Recyclable/found art materials (magazines, newspapers, 

plastic/cardboard containers and boxes. Related projects will be announced. 
 

* All students will help with classroom clean up and art supply care and storage. 


